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RESTRICTIVE PRACTIC ES 


THE report of the Monopolies Commission on collective 

discrimination* is a very important document. If the 
Government act upon the majority recommendation for the 
general outlawry of collective discrimination, the effects on 
the British economy may well be widespread. Although 
price fixing agreements as such were not within the Com- 
mission’s terms of reference on this occasion, collective 
discrimination is an important method of supporting such 
agreements, and the outlawry of discriminatory practices 
would make price fixing arrangements less effective. 
Moreover, a Government decision to make collective dis- 
crimination illegal would encourage that growing section 
of public opinion which is concerned at the effect of restric- 
tive practices in trade and industry generally. 


The problem is a difficult one even in the comparatively 
narrow field covered by the report of the Monopolies Com- 
mission. The term “collective discrimination ” covers a 
number of trading practices, but basically they relate to 
agreements between suppliers of goods by w hich they agree 
(a) to withhold supplies or orders from certain classes of 
persons; (b) not to provide supplies or to give orders to 
certain classes of persons except on terms less favourable 
than those applicable to other persons; (c) to offer rebates 
calculated at rates dependent on the total value of goods 
supplied by all parties to the agreement. Similar agree- 
ments exist between the processors of goods, and these 
are also dealt with in the Monopolies Commission’s report. 


It is clear from the report that such arrangements are 
sometimes entered into for reasons other than the support 
of price-fixing. An interesting case is the supply of 
sanitary earthenware: applicants for merchant terms are 
asked whether their business is principally as plumbers’ 
merchants, general builders’ merchants, timber merchants 
or ironmongers. The manufacturers explained that they 
would “view with less favour an application from a 
merchant whose business was dominantly concerned with 
timber or ironmongery ” because “it has been generally 
shown that in such cases sanitary earthenware is poorly dis- 


*Monopolies Commission's report on Collective Discrimination. 
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played: very little stocks are carried: and it is bad for the 
industry for its wares to be regarded as a somewhat neglec- 
ted side-line.” The desire of manufacturers to deal with 
substantial firms for their merchanting seems widespread. 
For example, in the wallpaper trade a minimum level of 
turnover is prescribed, and firms unable to achieve that 
turnover are automatically excluded from the lists. 
Requirements as to the level of stock or turnover are also 
laid down in the timber and plate glass trades. 

There are, no doubt, advantages to the public in main- 
taining adequate standards of service, but many people will 
feel that normally it should be left to the consumer to 
decide whether he is getting good service. Certainly, in the 
matter of building materials, the building contractor is well 
able to judge. In those fields in which the consumer is 
not wholly in a position to judge, it may be better—as 
is done already in the more important cases—to protect 
the public by Act of Parliament. Moreover, the majority 
of the Commission state that they did not come across any 
case in which they were clearly satisfied that collective 
discrimination was beneficial. On the other hand, it was 
hardly possible for the Commission to consider in detail 
all such arrangements, and the majority report readily 
admits that there may be cases where such practices may 
be justified. But it is clear that the majority consider that 
the onus of proof should be upon those who wish to main- 
tain such practices. In general, the majority of the Com- 
mission consider that collective discrimination is harmful 
to the public interest. They therefore recommend that it 
should be made illegal subject to machinery for excepting 

cases proved to be advantageous. 

Three members of the Commission, however, did not 
accept the view that collective discrimination in general was 
injurious, and they recommend nothing stronger than the 
compulsory registration of this type of agreement. Such 
registration would give a certain amount of publicity which 
might lead some industries to modify their agreements, 
whilst other cases could be investigated with a view to 
Government action. On this basis, however, it might take 
many years to get rid of the harmful agreements, and there 
is much to be said for the bolder course recommended in 
the majority report. It is time that the healthy winds of 
competition were allowed to blow more freely. 


E 
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Notes of the Week 


AN ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE 
BESANCON was chosen as the ceatre 
for the 26th annual conference of the 
Franco-British Union of Architects, 
which took place from May 28 to June 2, 
when French and British delegates had 
the opportunity of exploring the old 
province of Franche-Compté. The city 
of Besangon, almost encircled by the 
River Doubs and dominated by one of 
Vauban’s geometrical forts, was of con- 
siderable military importance in the 
seventeenth century and many of its his- 
toric buildings were- visited. legates 
attended a “Vin d'honneur” given by 
the mayor and a reception by the prefect 
of the departement de Doubs at the 
Préfecture. ’ 

Under the guidance of the president, 
M. Boutterin, and his wife (writes Mr. 
G. A. W. Brandreth, hon. secretary of 
the British section), three delightful days 
were spent touring the fine countryside 
to the east and south of Besancon, and in 
the Jura mountains, including the spec- 
tacular valleys of the Rivers Doubs and 
Loue and a brief excursion into Switzer- 
land. The vast circular eighteenth-cen- 
tury project for the Royal Salt Works 
and surrounding model industrial town 
(designed by Ledoux), near Arc-en- 
Senans, the Abbey at Montbendit and the 
charming little town of Arbois were 
among the many places visited. Dele- 
gates were also suitably impressed by the 
culinary specialities and wines of the 
district. 

The annual general meeting was 
actually held at Metabief high up in the 
pine forests and an official banquet at 
Besancon concluded the conference. In 
1956 the conference will be held in 
England. 


HARRY JOHNSON 

FEW JOURNALISTS can have had a 
career more varied and colourful than 
that of Mr. Harry Johnson (“* Johnny 
to his intimates), who has just retired 
from the editorship of Architecture and 
Building. Here is a synopsis. Articled 
to a well-known firm of Yorkshire archi- 
tects he soon discovered that the drawing- 
board did not draw him and he turned 
to journalism. After gaining experience 
on provincial newspapers, and en- 
couraged by that distinguished fellow Old 
Salopian, the late Henry W. Nevinson, 
he came to London and worked in Fleet- 
street as a free-lance. The Women’s 
Suffrage agitation was then at its height, 
and H, J. flung himself into the militant 
movement with all the generous ardour 
of rash and impetuous youth. He also 
flung a bag of flour at the head of’a dis- 
tinguished statesman who was opposing 
votes for women, and was for a period the 
involuntary guest of His Majesty! The 
first World War over, he joined the 
Architectural Press and a few years later 
decided to devote his considerable 
literary talents to technical advertising. 
The last war found him enacting the 
slightly bizarre role of Relieving Officer 
to the City of Oxford, in which capacity, 
however, he is said to have given great 
satisfaction to the local indigents. 
Journalism calling again, he joined 
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NATIONAL BANK OF IRAQ, BAGHDAD.—This perspective illustrates the 
winning design, by Professor William Dunkel, of Zurich, in the limited competition 
for a proposed new Central Bank for the National Bank of Iraq. Professor 
Dunkel has been invited to prepare specifications, which will be submitted to 


international tender. 


The winning design (the British assessor for which was 
Mr. Cecil Howitt, FRIBA) was illustrated in our issue of May 13 last. 





Building (as it then was), succeeding Mr. 
Richard Greenhalgh as Editor on the 
latter’s retirement. We understand that 
he is not even now giving up entirely but 
will continue as consultant to “ A. and 
B.” All good wishes! His successor in 
the editorial chair is Mr. Donne Avenell, 
to whom felicitations. 


LONDON ART SCHOOLS 


THOUGH over by the time this note 
appears, two student functions are worth 
recording, writes Basil Marriott. One 
was an exhibition of their diploma work 
by four students of the RCA’s Stained 
Glass Department, at 23, Cromwell-road, 
an outstation conveniently near South 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, JOLY. &. 
POLYTECHNIC, REGENT-STREET.—Exhibition of work 
of school of photography. Polytechnic, Regent-street, 
WI. 8 p.m. 








SATURDAY, JULY 9. 

Royal CoLreGe oF ArtT.—Exhibition of work of 
the schools of industrial and graphic design. Western 
Galleries, Imperial Institute-road, SW7. 10 a.m. 
Also an open-air exhibition of sculpture by students 
Natural History Museum Gardens, Cromwell-road. 
SW7. 10 a.m. Both exhibitions will remain open 
until July 23. 


MONDAY, JULY I11 


Society OF GRAPHIC ARTISTS.—29th exhibition 
Royal Institute Galleries, 195, Piccadilly, WI. 
10-5 p.m Continuing open until July 29 


DoNncasStER AND District FBTE.—Building exhibi- 
tion. Technical College, St. George Gate, Doncaster 
2 p.m. Continuing until July 16. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13. 

LMBA (Central Area No. 1).—Meeting and _ talk 

on paints and painting practices. Derry & Toms’ 


Restaurant, Kensington High-street, W8. 1 p.m 
FRIDAY, JULY 15. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—School's annual 


prize-giving and_ exhibition. 36, Bedford-square, 
WC!I. 3.30 p.m 

GUILD OF SuRvEYORS.—‘‘ Recent Developments in 
the manufacture and Uses of Portland Cement,’ by 
Mr. E. S. Sheilard. Building Centre, Store-street, 
WCI1. 7 p.m. 

POLYTECHNIC, REGENT-STREET.—Diploma ceremony 
for school of architeciure and building. Portland 
Hall, Little Titchfield-street, WI. 2.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition of mem- 
bers’ work. 36, Bedford-square, WC1l. (Open till 
July 28 and again from August 3-12.) 


Kensington Underground and opposite 
the Natural History Museum. I mea- 
tion this because I understand that. 
though architects had been invited, the 
response had not been overwhelming. 
This is a pity: whether the deterrent was 
the interminab!e length of Cromwell- 
road (which pin-pointing directions on 
the invitation would offset) or, as I sus- 
pect, a tendency to think of stained glass 
in a traditional and exclusively religious 
association, they missed something. 

In writing about the show at the V. & 
A., | urged the importance of the Col- 
lege’s approach to stained glass to the 
architect, and its possibilities for contem- 
porary and secular buildings, and do so 
again. I particularly liked Sydney King’s 
“glass sculpture”? for this reason. and 
was glad of another look at his “‘ Flower 
Form.” Jane Ross combines a lively 
invention with a sensitive, more graphic 
treatment—the small, rich fish-forms 
would admirably suit an ‘* upper-crusta- 
cean” restaurant or bar—and her pro- 
jects for pub-signs are eminently practi- 
cal as well as decorative. Henry Haig’s 
work is no less interesting for being 
slightly more conservative in treatment 
and inspiration, and Allan McWilliam’s 
commends itself for its courageous 
experimentalism, if to me a little leaden 
and turgid in colour. 

CREEPING BLIGHT 

Just about 150 years ago William 
Blake was inveighing against the ‘ dark 
satanic mills,’ and swearing to build 
“Jerusalem in England’s green and 
pleasant land.” Blake, thou shouldst be 
living at this hour! The Editors of The 
Architectural Review have just pro- 
duced what may be described as a 
“ Horror-Tragic ” number of that maga- 
zine under the title ‘“‘ Outrage,” showing 
an England compared with which that 
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of Blake must have looked something 
like paradise. Here we have about 
seventy pages of photographs and draw- 
ings, with descriptive and other text, 
showing some hundreds of recent 
examples of man-made visual nastiness 
encountered on a journey by road from 
Southampton to Carlisle and beyond. 
The record is all the more distressing 
from the fact that the route followed 
passes through “no great conurbations 
or other areas where blight might con- 
fidently be expected.” 

The Editors prophesy that “if what 
is called development is allowed to 
multiply at the present rate, then by the 
end of the century Great Britain will 
consist of isolated oases of preserved 
monuments in a desert of wire, concrete 
roads, cosy plots and bungalows. There 
will be no real distinction between town 
and country.” It is a fearsome but a 
very real prospect. Fortunately there are 
still some considerable “green and 
pleasant” areas in the island. Shall we 
have the good sense to preserve them 
from the creeping blight ? We have been 
warned. It is a problem that must be 
tackled at all levels, public and private, 
and at once. 

NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 

THE Chapel of the Royal Naval Col- 
lege, Greenwich, which was dedicated, 
in the presence of Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on June 21, was built as an 
integral part of the original Hospital by 
Ripley to designs by Wren. Later it was 
burned out and reconstructed by James 
Stuart, who completed the work in 1789. 

Since the last redecoration some 70 
years ago the beauty of its interior has 
been obscured by accumulations of dirt 
and grime. 

The redecoration was carried out under 
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the direction of the Ministry of Works’ 
Historic Buildings Architects and with 
the advice of the Inspectorate of Ancient 
Monuments. It was their objective to 
restore the interior of the Chapel to its 
appearance in 1789 after James Stuart 
had completed his work. The original 
colour scheme has been recovered by the 
Ministry’s artist-craftsmen stripping suc- 
cessive layers of paint down to the origi- 
nal coats. Colour samples were prepared 
for the guidance of the contractors. 


In addition to the repainting of the 
plaster work by the contractors, the 
Ministry’s artist-craftsmen have cleaned 
and restored the two great tympana 
paintings at the east and west ends and 
have cleaned the large Benjamin West 
painting of “The Shipwreck of Saint 
Paul,” the decorative paintings of the 
Apostles, and the medallions showing 
scenes from the life of Christ. The two 
coats of arms on the fronts of the gal- 
leries and the large coat of arms in the 
Vestibule have been repainted and gilded. 

The original altar rail, removed when 
the Chapel was last restored 70 years 
ago, has been repaired and reinstated. 


The opportunity was taken to install 
a completely new system of lighting. 
The existing lighting at the time work 
was put in hand was provided by some 
rather poor Victorian chandeliers sus- 
pended from the ceiling. These have 
been removed and lighting, designed by 
the Ministry’s engineers, is now provided 
from concealed fittings which floodlight 
the ceiling and walls. 

The Ante-room has been converted, at 
the request of the College authorities, to 
provide a large reception room which 
can be used for important functions. 


Conversion was carried out under the 
direction of the Ministry’s surveyors and 
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engineers by a firm of contractors. Par- 
titions enclosing staff accommodation 
were demolished; an old doorway on the 
south side of the King’s Ante-room was 
opened up, and a new doorway formed 
in the centre of the west wall. Improved 
lighting and heating services were pro- 
vided. 


CATHEDRAL ACOUSTICS 


NOISES are now being used to help in 
finding the best material and design for 
acoustic effect. At York Minster recently 
strange throbbing noises echoed eerily 
down the great nave, writes a correspon- 
dent. They began as a deep undertone 
and rose to a high-pitched shriek which 
whistled up the central tower. The 
cathedral was having its acoustics tested 
by a team of experts from the Depart- 
ment for Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search. The team was collecting data 
on acoustics in large churches which it is 
hoped will be of use in building the 
new Coventry cathedral. 


At York the oscillations came from 
two loudspeakers, and microphones in 
different parts of the Minster picked up 
and measured the different sounds. Visi- 
tors found the noises rather startling and 
vaguely Martian in quality; somewhat 
similar sounds have been used on the 
BBC for space fiction serials. 


THE CITY ARCHITECT 


No FURTHER NEWS of the City Archi- 
tect’s appointment. The _ situation 
“remains the same,” we are told. But 
(as noted in “ News of the Week ”’) a pro- 
posal was considered yesterday by the 
Corporation to set up a panel of archi- 
tects and artists to vet new buildings. We 
hope this was turned down. What is the 
Royal Fine Art Commission for but to 
do this same thing? 
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NEW CITY BUILDINGS: Shown above are designs for two new buildings in the City of London, by Howard, Souster and 


Fairbairn. On the left is an office block at Saracen’s Head Yard (builders: Richard Costain, Ltd.). 
Minories (builders: Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons, Ltd.). 


The other block is at 28-35, 


Both buildings are for the City of London Real Property Co., Ltd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


VALUE OF SITE SURVEYS 

To the Editor of The Builder 
~IR,—Mr. Gordon Tomalin, in your 
issue of July | is quite wrong when 
he refers to the surveying of a site and 
the setting-out of work to be small 
matters. They can be quite the contrary. 

Architects of the past have invariably 
made their own rough surveys of site, 
and this mainly for the purpose of the 
early preparation of sketch plans of a 
scheme. Thereafter, the contractor or 
one of his sub-contractors would provide 
more accurate information. Many, like 
myself, no longer wish to be under obli- 
gation to any sub-contracting firm, not 
only because of the need for accurate 
dimensions before contracts are let but 
because to use these firms smacks of 
nomination for the contract. 

It has been in later years that archi- 
tects have appreciated the need for precise 
information of a comprehensive nature 
about sites, to fix themselves dimensional 
control for work. I agree wholeheartedly 
with Mr. Tomalin that there is real im- 
portance in providing contractors with 
tully dimensioned site drawings at the 
very earliest hour. I feel sure, too, that 
the RIBA will not ignore the points he 
made and pay due attention to the wis- 
dom of his words. 

K. THomMson [ARIBA] 

107, Keyes House, Dolphin-square, 

SW. 


FOURTH-CENTURY CHURCH- 
BUILDING SURVIVALS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR,—An article in The Times of 
April 29 last describing the discovery 
of a late fourth-century church encased 
in what has hitherto been regarded as a 
twelfth-century one—S. Simpliciano, 
Milan, near the Brera Gallery—adds to 
the few but remarkable survivals identi- 
fied in recent years as belonging to this 
first century of permitted above-ground 
church building; and it is opportune to 
compare them and their dates and local 
distribution. 








*“As contractors, are you pre- 
pared to declare you are not 
members of a ring?” 
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Although there are in Rome itself 
churches with remains of the third, 
second and even first centuries—all, or 
nearly all, of pre-Christian foundation— 
only a few can trace their lineage to the 
fourth, though one or two, like S. Criso- 
gono, across the Tiber, have lower walls 
from the early part of that century. From 
its second quarter—the time of the Con- 
stantinian recognition—comes the circular 
wall underlying the later octagon of S. 
Giovanni in Fonte (better known as the 
Lateran Baptistery) and the equally sub- 
terranean foundation of S$. Agnese fuori 
le Mura, north of the city—both built 
apparently for Christian use. The middle 
of the century has to show only parts 
of the walls of S$, Croce in Gerusalemme 
(the Holy Cross of Jerusalem) in the 
eastern corner of Rome. Several build- 
ings are attributable to this century in 
general without more specific indication: 
the outer walls of §. Clemente, parts 
of §. Anastasia at the western corner 
of the Palatine, a good deal (it seems) of 
S. Maria in Trastevere, again across the 
river, and of §. Sebastiano in the far 
south, though the last is as yet poorly 
documented. Later in the century 
appears the main structure of S. Balbina; 
to a date before 392 the lower church of 
S. Clemente has been assigned; and in 
the last quarter S$. Pudenziana, though 
incorporating some earlier walls, appears 
as probably the earliest substantially- 
surviving church in Rome as well as the 
one with evidence of preceding secular 
structures still visible beneath. 

Meanwhile, outside Rome, theré hails 
from the same fourth century—according 
to some, from its earlier half—the strange 
oval shell with internal niches of Roman 
(? pre-Christian) origin, which now forms 
the nave of §. Gereon, Cologne; it was 
converted into the monosymmetrical 
decagon that it now is only in 1209 on- 
ward, though convex faces of what 
appears to be the original oval structure 
peep out rather oddly, low down on the 
north side, between the masonry quoins. 
More remarkable still, the nucleus of the 
present Dom at Trier (Tréves) seems 
originally to have been built as a civil 
building in 275-304 and converted into a 
Christian church in 324-48, though it was 
extended between 370 and 380. Finally, 
in England, the supposed church of 
basilican form of which foundations were 
discovered at Silchester (Calleva Atre- 
batum) has been variously attributed to 
“the fourth or fifth century,” “ may be 

. the fourth,” or even “not long 
after .. . 313; so that perhaps even the 
distant land of Britain has a “ running 
chance”! (Sources on application.) 

It need hardly be added that this period 
precedes the earlier Byzantine work of 
Ravenna and the earliest that can be 
called “ Romanesque” by a century or 
more, so that the discoveries described 
are of primary archeological importance. 

H. V. MOLESWorRTH ROBERTS. 


Wallington, Surrey. 


ARCHITECT'S LIBEL WRIT 

To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR,—My attention has been called to 

your issues of April 1 and 22 in 
which it seems you saw fit to give publi- 
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city to announcements of “* an impending 
action for libel brought by Lt.-Col. A. E, 
Henson, president of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects, against Major 
G. B. J. Athoe:” 

The purpose of this letter is not to 
argue the merits of the said announce- 
ments; but perhaps you will grant me a 
similar measure of publicity in announc- 
ing to your readers, and my many friends 
in the allied professions who may be 
interested, that I have instructed my 
solicitors to defend the proposed action 
and any other that may arise from it. 

G. B. J. ATHOE. 

Lyall Mews West, SW1. 


BUILDERS AND MERCHANTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 

S1R,-~-Recently you have been publish- 
ing articles on efficiency in the build- 
ing industry, and I would respectfully 
suggest that, whilst the suggestions made 
in these articles are sound, very little has 
been proposed which is new, and similar 
practices have been carried out for a 
number of years by the old-established 
contractors. Machinery has varied and 
there has been a great deal of mechani- 
sation, but the principles of conducting 
a contractor’s business have not varied. 

I know to-day the greater part of build- 
ing works is carried out by public com- 
panies who, perhaps, are more interested 
in their dividend than in the quality of their 
work, but there are still a number of con- 
tractors who are proud to point to their 
different works and to know that they have 
been carried out efficiently and in the best 
possible manner. 

Unfortunately, it is becoming almost 
impossible for a contractor to organise his 
affairs, as materials appear to be very care- 
fully tied up; prices are almost entirely con- 
trolled, and the margin to cover overheads 
and the cost of glossy magazine advertising 
is such as to provide merchants with a large 
enough profit to carry them along without 
much effort. The old idea of friendship 
and understanding between the merchant 
and the contractor is fast dying; delivery 
promises are made with reservations and 
seldom kept, and it appears that the Federa- 
tions decide, from time to time, as to 
increased costs and, therefore, saving by site 
organisation is not always possible. 

At the present time, one cannot obtain 
any satisfaction in regard to the delivery of 
steel, and, as this material is used so exten- 
sively in bui'ding work, progress on every 
contract is affected. 

I think we would be better served if. 
besides articles of efficiency, we could have 
practical suggestions for the building-up of 
sufficient stocks of all necessary materials so 
that merchants would again be pleased to 
compete for their business and secure their 
orders with definite delivery promises. In 
this way, the contractors would be enabled 
to build up programmes and efficiency would 
automatically follow. 

B. PRESTON. 

171, Gipsy-road, SE27. 


POLISH ARCHITECTURE 

Film strips on the architecture of various 
historic Polish towns, with full English com- 
mentaries, may now be _ borrowed, free 
of charge, from the Polish Cultural Institute, 
81, Portland-place, W1. 
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Italian Industrial Design 


An Exhibition Reviewed 


VV RITING here about the Arts Coun- 

cil’s exhibition of contemporary 
Italian Art in February, I expressed the 
hope that the Italian Institute would more 
convincingly demonstrate Italy’s cultural 
renaissance by an exhibition including 
industrial design. On June 30, Sir 
Gordon Russell, CoID’s Director, opened 
a notable exhibition of selected examples 
in this field, at the Institute in Belgrave- 
square. The representation is deliberately 
eclectic: each object, as the solution of 
a specific problem, bears out a theme 
brilliantly expressed in the introduction 
to the catalogue by Gillo Dorfles, the 
art critic and editor, who also lectured on 
the opening day. 

It is wise that this selection, and the 
mounting of the exhibition, has been by 
Italians—hastening to add that although 
nobody is better qualified as impresario 
here than the CoID (who have helped 
and advised) the form of what their 
Deputy Director Paul Reilly describes 
in his foreword as “the dark horse of 
the modern movement” is best studied, 
as it were, through Italian glasses. For 
though he traces the shifting international 
foci on a “ time-map ” of that movement, 
it was J. M. Richards, in a_ broadcast 
about the international design exhibition 
in Helsingborg but fortuitously on the 
eve of this one, who pointed out that, 
by contrast with Swedish design which 
has rested so long on its laurels, the 
Italians now seem to know best how to 
be bold and individual without being 
eccentric. 

“BOLD AND INDIVIDUAL ~™ 

It is this quality which 
stimulates, but taste is also 
involved. As Sir Gordon 
said, the designer in Italy 
does not have to “sulk in 
a corner” but he also 
seems to enjoy himself in 
a very personal and com- 
municable way. It is meta- 
phorically as if a wider 
public here has been en- 
abled to discover both the 
blessings of a “touch of 
garlic” and the availa- 
bility of chlorophyll, for 
some of the taste is 
stronger than we are used 
to. The exhibition there- 
fore confirms that the 
Italians are presently at 
their best at the extremes 
of the range covered: on 
the one hand, the exs- 
thetics of engineering, and 
on the other the sublima- 
tion of a natural aptitude 
for hand - craftsmanship. 
In each of these there are 
well-defined guiding, even 
limiting, factors: it is in 
the field between that dif- 
ferences of taste tend to 
obtrude, and one reaches 
for the chlorophyll. 


and 


attracts 


At the engineering end, aut. 
pace repeated announce- #*: 


ments of the marriage arranged between 
art and engineering which seems so long 
a-consummating, the Italians’ pre-emin- 
ence is I think due largely to a grown-up 
attitude to problems which seem to bring 
out the perennial boy elsewhere—no 
harm in itself, of course, but apt to arrest 
development. By contrast, for instance, 
with the vulgarities of American motor- 
car design which can only be excused 
as youthful indiscretions (though Italian 
design is not yet entirely free of these) 
the coming-of-age is apparent not only 
in transport but in the machinery of liv- 
ing generally, such as lighting fitments, 
domestic and office furniture and equip- 
ment and so on, where a new sensibility 
informs the primitive functionalism of 
which the public is clearly tired. 

What may be called the craft-based 
industries are not being neglected, how- 
ever, such as the ceramics and glass—the 
latter illustrating Dorfles’ important point 
that, though hand-made and “ one-off,’ 
a generic form is evolved capable of in- 
finite reproduction. Though Italian 
fashion would have been an easy draw, 
a significant omission is dress with one 
exception — a fishing waistcoat, des- 
cribed as ‘a systematic distribution of 
spaces ” incidentally offering “the point 
of departure for a new taste in the line 
of a garment.” For those prepared to 
distinguish the zsthetics of dress from 
its narrow social connotations, here is 
the whole philosophy of the subject. The 
exhibition, which continues until 30th 
July, throws a good deal of light on it 
if “read” in accordance with the spon- 
sors’ own rubrics, which I have ventured 
to underline. BasitL Marriott. 





A Borletti sewing machine, designed by Mario Zanuso, and (right) 
an Olivetti calculating machine, designed by Marcello Nizzoli. 





Hanging lamp (by U. P. Stilnovo) 
and (right) lady's handbag (G. 
Fontana). 


47 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE VILLAGE HALL, DESIGN AND CONSTRUC- 
TION. (London: The National Council 
of Social Service.) Price 3/6d. 

HIS, the third booklet on the subject of 
village halls issued by the Council of 

Social Service, deals with the design and con- 
struction of low-cost buildings appropriate 
to smaller communities. Five types of hall 
of varying accommodation and elevational 
design are shown by plans and ink perspec- 
tive sketches and diagrammatic plans, with 
descriptive notes. The designs, which are 
pleasingly simple, are given not for copying 
indiscriminately, but to show reasonable 
standards of design and construction and to 
afford a basis for discussion by committees 
and their architects. The general notes on 
design, layout and construction, embodying 
as they do the experience of the National 
Council and its affiliated Rural Community 
Councils, should be a useful guide to those 
who propose to apply for the grants and 
loans which are available for the building 
of village halls through the Council and the 
Ministry of Education. A complete list is 
given of the names and addresses of secre- 
taries of the rural community councils and 
councils of social service with a rural depart- 
ment in England and Wales, who, it is 
stated, will gladly help with advice on in- 
dividual schemes. 


G4. FE 
WHILLANS’S TAX TABLES AND_ TAX 
RECKONER, 1955-56 (London: Butterworth 


and Co., Ltd.), price 5s. The latest edition 
of this useful booklet, which is probably 
familiar to most accountants, has now been 
published. The tax table gives tax at 
standard and reduced rates for every pound 
up to £150, and thereafter by £100 stages 
to £2,000: the “grossed up at 8s. 6d.” 
figures are also given. The remaining 
seven pages provide useful information on 
taxation and other matters in a_ potted 
form; these include capital allowances, per- 
sonal reliefs, surtax rates, estate duty rates, 
National insurance contributions and 
benefits. PAYE codes,. etc. A useful 
feature is the table of annual allowances, 
and coding allowances, agreed by _ the 
revenue authorities for NI contributions in 


1955-56. AW ESExE. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 
es Books reviewed in these columns 


may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 

TOWN PLANNING IN UGANDA. By Henry 
Kendal, OBE, FRIBA, MTPI. (London: 
The Crown Agents for Overseas Govern- 
ment and Administrations.) Price 20s. 

TEACH YOURSELF PRACTICAL CONCRETING. 
By A. E. Peatfield. (London: English Uni- 
versities Press, Ltd.) Price 6s. 

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION. 6th Ed. 
By A. P. Mills, H. W. Hayward and L. F. 
Rader. (London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd.) 
Price 60s. 

BUILDING PRicE HANDBOOK. 
R. D. Wood, DSc. (London: 
Gazette, Ltd.) Price 15s. 

REGISTER OF SURVEYORS, LAND AGENTS, 
AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE AGENTS. (London: 
Thomas Skinner and Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) 
Price 40s. 


2nd Ed. By 
The Estates 
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The Design of School Kitchens 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION’S NEW BULLETIN 


MINISTRY of Education Building 
7 Bulletin No. 11, “The Design 
of School Kitchens,” issued recently, 
(HM _ Stationery Office, price 3s.) 
“attempts to help the architect in this 
task in two ways. First it sets him, as a 
challenge and incentive, target areas for 
various sizes of kitchens... secondly, 
it supplies him with a number of prin- 
ciples, suggestions, recommendations, and 
ideas, some general, some detailed, as to 
the best way of achieving these targets.” 

As a theme for the data contained in 
the Bulletin, this quotation could hardly 
be more apt. 

This is probably the first time that the 
subject of kitchen planning has been in- 
vestigated in such detail and the results 
published in so compact a form. Before 
the war there was certainly no single 
treatise on the subject, the only sources 
of information being the pages of E. & 
O.E.’s Annual Notebook on Planning, the 
experience of firms specialising in kitchen 
equipment, and personal investigation. 
Wartime publications were necessarily 
conditioned by a wartime economy. 
Fortunately, since the war there has been 
a growing interest in research into func- 
tional planning of buildings in which, 
strangely, the profession as such has not 
taken a direct part but has been content 
to rely on the altruism of public bodies, 
such as the Nuffield Trust, the Ministry 
of Health, as well as, of course, the 
Ministry of Education. 


A WIDE APPLICATION 


Although this Bulletin deals with the 
design of kitchens in schools, it has a 
wider significance, in that the methods of 
investigation, principles and _ detailed 
recommendations are applicable to 
kitchens in a varied range of buildings. 
Thus the profession as a whole is deeply 
indebted to the Ministry, and those archi- 
tects who are not normally concerned 
with school building would certainly 
benefit from an acquaintance with Bulle- 
tin 11. That is not to say, however, that 
the information is applicable to the de- 
sign of large restaurant kitchens or other 
special cases, and it is made quite clear 
that the type of kitchen under considera- 
tion is that serving between 150 to 600 
mea!s daily and that the menu served is 
a comparatively simple one employing 
methods of cooking such as “ roasting or 
baking, steaming, boiling, and occasion- 
ally frying.” It is, moreover, firmly stated 
that “any fundamental change in our 
ideas about the type of meal to be served 
would materially affect the whole basis 
of kitchen design.” 

USER RESEARCH 

The main contribution to the subject 
is, then, by means of user research. Sur- 
geons and cooks are notoriously indi- 
vidual in their ideas on planning: who 
has not had the experience of one man’s 
successor repudiating the dictates of his 
predecessor? This leads to wastefulness, 
and the only way to prevent this is to 
throw daylight on the actual operations 
involved. No doubt, some cooks will 


heartily disagree with many points in 
this Bulletin, but at least the architect 
has a clear brief on which to plan and 
so defend his actions. Cooks and meals 
supervisors are excused from reading the 
italicised descriptions of their daily tasks, 
but it may be that they will read them 
even more avidly than architects. 

The essence of this user research is 
time and movement: the aim in design 
is economy of movement. “ Movement 
is the connecting link between all parts 
of the kitchen; in itself, movement is un- 
productive; it must therefore be limited.” 
“Delay and wasted energy once a day 
is not so serious as the same waste many 
times a day.”’ “In school kitchens, work 
and movement are not constant and are 
not always concentrated.” These are 
pertinent generalisations arising from this 
research, which starts with a succinct des- 
cription of the daily routine in a school 
kitchen, illustrated by diagram 2 showing 
work positions of the staff at different 
times of the day. The frequency of dif- 
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ferent movements and the weight of loads 
are usefully tabulated, and a revealing 
diagram shows the essential movements 
during the preparation, cooking and ser- 
vice of a pastry dish for 450 meals—a 
diagram typical for all foods in every size 
of kitchen. In the inevitable compromises 
in the design of the kitchen layout, it is 
concluded that “ the last areas to be sac- 
rificed will be the cooking, dishing-up, 
and service areas, where movement is 
frequent, concentrated and critical, and 
those which can be most flexibly arranged 
will be storage and preparation areas.” 


DESIGN OF INDIVIDUAL AREAS 


To the architect who has already had 
some experience in designing kitchens 
and to whom these general principles 
will, therefore, come as no surprise, the 
most interesting part of the Bulletin is 
the description of the design of indi- 
vidual areas. Each part of the kitchen 
is examined in detail, from the food 
intake area to the service area; the post- 
preparation area to the staff accommoda- 
tion. It is possible to follow the journey 
of a potato from its reception and 
weighing, storage in sacks on duck- 
boards, carriage to the peeler (one bucket 


DISHING UP WASHING 
PREPARATION COOKING & SERVICE UP 
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Diagram 2. 


This diagiaim shows the essential working positions of the staff 

and the approximate times during which they will be occupied 

in the principal operations while preparing and serving a 
simple meal in a medium-sized kitchen. 
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Diagram 3. MOVEMENT OF FOOD 


This shows in a generalised way the essential movements occurring during the preparation, 


cooking and service of a pastry dish for 450 meals. 


Note the breakdown of the bulk food 


into smaller and smaller parts and the great increase in frequency of movement at the service 
end. It is the pattern for all foods in every size of kitchen. 
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holds barely sufficient for 30 meals), 
cleaning of eyes and slicing, carriage to 
the boiling pan in bins on a trolley, mash- 
ing, placing in vegetable dishes which are 
kept in the hot closet, to be served there- 
after as quickly as possible. 

In each of these stages, specific recom- 
mendations are made: as soil from raw 
potatoes may harbour harmful bacteria, 
the potatoes should not pass through the 
clean working parts of the kitchen en 
route from the intake point to the veget- 
able store (it is a pity that the kitchen 
diagrams do not suggest a separate ex- 
ternal door to the vegetable store); the 
peeler is best placed in the vegetable 
store to discharge over the sink in the 
vegetable preparation area (mention 
might have been made of the disposal of 
waste down the drain with the assistance 
of a small-bore water pipe connected 
direct to the mains supply); boiling pans 
should be easily approached from the 
vegetable preparation area; and so on. 


CLEARANCE DIMENSIONS 


Various horizontal and vertical clear- 
ance dimensions are given, and there are 
important paragraphs on the width of 
gangways. The service area is a particu- 
larly important section, related to the 
type of service and dining organisation 
adopted—which every architect should 
know before he starts planning, but how 
many have been adequately briefed by 
their client authority? 

The diagrams of servery arrangements 
seem a little optimistic and out of rela- 
tion to the wash-up area, and the layouts 
of the complete average-sized kitchen 
(diagrams 25-28) inevitably fall short of 
the ideal in this respect. (It is a pity 
that the key reference to these diagrams 
is to diagrams 6 and 7 instead of 24a.) 
Two controversial points of detail may be 
mentioned: the recommended counter- 
balanced service hatch shutter—surely ne 
better in preventing the passage of noise 
and smell than a roller shutter and very 
little cheaper; and the heights of sinks 


56 dishes (family service) or 
450 portions (counter service) 


and preparation tables and service coun- 
ters, which can vary as much as the 
human frame (e.g., paras. 101 and 199), 
but which are probably better too high 
rather than too low. 


CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIALS 


That there are “gaps in our know- 
ledge ” becomes apparent when we come 
to the section on construction, materials 
and finishes. For instance, there is no 
one material suitable as a wall or ceiling 
finish which at once prevents condensa- 
tion, provides some sound absorption, 
and at the same time is hygienic. Present 
practice is often to use vermiculite plas- 
ter or sprayed asbestos, but what will 
happen in a few years’ time when these 
become grease sodden ? Again, there is 
no flooring material which will withstand 
wear, provide a non-slip surface and, at 
the same time, a measure of resilience to 
reduce noise and wear on the feet. 
Equally, the problem of ventilation and 
control of condensation in kitchens need 


Diagram 10 (a) 
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much further study, which could usefully 
be undertaken by the Building Research 
Station. 

“BATTLE FOR SPACE” 


“ The architect cannot hope to provide 
a kitchen that is flawless, where every 
process can be carried out in ideal con- 
ditions.” It is to be hoped that meals 
organisers will take note of this point, 
but they are likely to have something to 
say on the resulting areas of the complete 
kitchen, however well planned, and one 
cannot help feel that the areas quoted 
per number of meals to be served will 
be used as a maximum by the Ministry 
in the inevitable battle for space between 
the various component parts of the 
school plan. That some considerable 
economy in plan can be effected com- 
pared to the older Standard Plans there 
is no denying, however, but the pendu- 
lum must not swing too far the other 
way. 

Finally, not the least valuable parts of 
the Bulletin for ready reference are the 
questions the architect must ask himself 
before he can be satisfied with his design 
(Table III, p. 64) and the Table of Main 
Equipment, Storage, and Staff Accommo- 
dation (Appendix 2), which is, in effect, 
a complete scale of accommodation. 


SCHOOLS PROGRAMMES 
A Staffordshire Experiment 


OR the first time in Britain, three 
schools being built by 20 men in 
Staffordshire should be finished in eight 
months instead of the usual 18 for one 
school. The scheme, which includes Staf- 
ford, Tamworth and Wednesfield, is an 
experiment by Mr. A. C. H.. Stillman, 
FRIBA, the county education architect. 
They are two-storeyed buildings and each 
will house 280 children—infants on the 
ground-floor and juniors on the first-floor. 
They will not be any cheaper just because 
they are being built so fast, though Mr. 
Stillman does not expect them to be any 
more expensive than the traditional type. 
He explained: “ This is an experiment. If 
it is successful, and if this method of school 
building becomes widely adopted, then mass 
production of the units will reduce the cost 
considerably.” 


Schemes for Worcestershire 

WORCESTERSHIRE education committee 
have considered a £12,500.000 plan for the 
development of the county’s schools. The 
plan is a revision of one submitted to the 
Minister of Education in 1947. For various 
reasons, ministerial approval of the plan 
was delayed at the time and, as a result, 
it became in some respects out of date. 
The Minister is now anxious to consider it 
and if possible approve it, and the educa- 
tion authority has taken the opportunity 
to prepare an entirely new draft. 

The building of 70 new schools is pro- 
posed. The Bromsgrove Grammar-Techni- 
cal School for Boys represents the largest 
single project and will cost £270,000. Only 
Pershore, out of 14 districts in the county, 
has no new school planned for it, but 
Redditch is to have 13 new schools. Pro- 
vision has been made at Droitwich to receive 
Birmingham’s overspill, and of the four 
new schools planned there one has already 
been completed. 
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View from South along approach to main entrance. Below: Junior and Infants’ Halls. 


RIBBLETON HALL COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, PRESTON 


Architects 
GRENFELL BAINES & HARGREAVES, AA.RIBA, AMTPI 
Engineer & Surveyor to Preston CB: E. H. STAZICKER, BSc, AMInstCE 


Assistants-in-Charge Builders 
A. J. KENCH, ARIBA, & A. YATES, ARIBA JOHN TURNER & SONS, LTD. 
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Olan school is a three-form entry junior 
school for 480 pupils. Built in the 
1951 programme, it is the first stage of a 
wider development on the same site which 
will eventually comprise junior, infants 
and nursery schools for the County 
Borough of Preston Education Committee. 

The site is surrounded by roads serving 
a post-war local authority housing estate, 
and was originally part of Ribbleton Hall 
grounds. Many’ well-matured _ trees 
covered the site, and the retention of as 
many trees as possible influenced the 
planning and positioning of the building. 

The school comprises three main ele- 
ments: (1) A two-storey block of 11 
classrooms’ with parallel single-storey 
administration served by two staircases 
affording access from intermediate landings 
to two mezzanine classrooms raised on 
columns and providing covered entry. 

(2) Single-storey wing comprising pupils’ 
lavatory and cloakroom accommodation 
with easy access from the playground. 
(3) Assembly hall and dining-room and 
kitchen linked to (1) and (2) by the 
entrance. The kitchen and dining-room will also 
serve the future infants’ school. 

A feature of the two-storey wing is the cantilevered 
first floor resulting from maintaining corridor circula- 
tion to the first-floor rooms and direct-to-air clerestorey 
lighting to ground-floor classrooms. Sound and ther- 
mal insulation problems were involved, the former by 
the corridor being over classrooms, and the latter by 
exposure of a portion of the first-floor. The corridor 
has a floating floor of cork tiles laid on screeded pre- 
stressed floor beams, insulated from the supporting 
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Corridor in classroom block. 


beams with felt, while the structural floor of the over- 
hang is protected by an air space quilted with glass wool 
and sealed with expanded metal and cement render. 

To save circulation space the dining-room is reached 
through the assembly hall, but a covered way on the 
south side of the hall provides alternative approach. 
So far this provision has been found more acceptable 
as open-air teaching space. 

By present standards the entrance hall is lavish, 
but after 18 months’ teaching experience the head- 
master considers the space is a valuable factor in 





View of north side of classroom block. 
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The assembly hall. 


educating the children to move about “ with some 
grace and no unseemly jostling.” 


Construction.—The construction generally is a light 
steel frame with main stanchions at 13 ft. 6 in. centres. 
Roofs are mineral finished felt on 2-in. strawboard, 
carried on exposed steel purlins of star erection, 
formed by two angles welded together. The ground 
floor is a concrete slab and the first floor in prestressed 
concrete units with a suspended plaster ceiling below. 


Finishes.—External cladding is by precast concrete 
facing blocks and vertical hardwood boarding with 
local golden brown rustic facing bricks in gable walls. 

Hardwood sub-frames are used to all the metal 
windows. Internally walls are plastered and painted, 
with small areas wall-papered; the strawboard ceilings 
are painted. Floors generally are finished in pattern 


thermoplastic tiles with quarry tiles in the kitchen and 
granolithic screeding to the lavatories. 


Heating is by radiators from a low-pressure hot- 
water system, with alternative stoker-fired solid-fuel 
boiler. The roof purlin system was designed to accom- 
modate exposed electrical conduit runs with a minimum 
of interference with the visual effect. The lowest tender 
for the building was £96,209. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers: 


Electrical work, S. B. Wilding and Sons, Ltd., Preston; 
heating, C. Seward and Co., Ltd., Preston; steelwork, 
Bamber Bridge Steel Co., Ltd.; fences and gates, Thomas 
Blackburn and Sons, Ltd., Preston, Banister Walton and 
Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester, and Foster Bros., 
Ltd., Preston; floor finishes, Limmer and Trinidad Asphalt 
Co., Ltd., Manchester, 12; reinforced concrete, Concrete, 





Entrance hall. 
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First-fioor plan 


Ltd., Leeds; metal windows, Mellowes and Co., Ltd., 
Sheffield; felt roofing, D. Anderson and Sons, Ltd., Man- 
chester; ironmongery and cloakroom fittings, Parker. 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd., Manchester; joinery, Wm. 
Beetham and Sons, Ltd., Preston; quarry tile paving, Wall 
and Floor Tiling Co., Ltd., Blackpool; wood block floors, 
J. A. Hewetson and Co., Ltd., Hull. 

Roller shutters, Arthur L. Gibson and Co., Ltd., Twicken- 
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CLASS 


of classroom block. 


ham; sanitary equipment, Shanks and Co., Ltd., Manchester, 
and Morrison, Ingram and Co., Ltd., Manchester, 16; 
cast iron tank, Mather and Platt, Ltd., Manchester; w.c. 
partitions, Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd.; duct covers, 
Broads Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; dome lights, T. and W. 
Ide, Ltd.; canteen equipment, T. B. Nelson, Ltd., Rediffu- 
sion, Ltd., North-Western Gas Board, and North-Western 
Electricity Board (all of Preston). 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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Section through wall below cill level. 


RIBBLETON HALL COUNTY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, PRESTON 





Cloakroom, showing arrangement of individual Staircase in classroom block. A detail of a step is 
towel compartments. shown above. 
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View from Red Lion Square, showing ‘* Culverhouse ” (left) and ** Brampton” (right). 


FLATS AT RED LION SQUARE, HOLBORN 
Architect to Holborn Borough Council: S. A.G. COOK, ARIBA 
Deputy Borough Architect 
E. L. IVES, LRIBA 


Assistant Architect 
A. J. PASSMORE, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyor 
OSWALD E. PARRATT 


Consulting Engineer 
W. V. ZINN 


Builders 
ALLEN FAIRHEAD & SONS, LTD. 




















Block plan. , Elevation of “* Tresham” facing Red Lion Square. 
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hep Red Lion Square scheme 
consists of 64 flats in three main 
blocks divided up as follows: 
* Hyltons ” (facing Red Lion-street) 
comprising seven lock-up shops on 
the ground floor and two upper 
floors—eight two-bedroom flats on 
two upper floors. 

** Culverhouse ”’ 
ton-street and Red Lion 
comprising 16 two-bedroom 
and 12 one-bedroom flats. 

‘** Brampton ” (facing Red Lion 
Square) comprising 10 two-bedroom 
flats and six one-bedroom flats. 

‘** Tresham ” (facing Lambs Con- 
duit Passage and Red Lion Square) 
comprising six two-bedroom flats 
and six bed-sitting-room flats. 

The site presented many diffi- 
culties in development, being mainly 
open to basement level, but the main 
area (site of Hyltons, Culverhouse 
and Brampton) was divided by the 
line of the now extinct Red Lion 
Passage, under which was situated a 
main feed of the British Electricity 
Authority. The level of this footway 
had, therefore, to be maintained 
and was incorporated through the 
site and resulted in an interesting 
formation. 

Generally, the line of the old 
building frontages in Red Lion 
Square have been presumed to retain 
the enclosure of the Square as an 
open space, but daylighting angles 
dictated the siting of Culverhouse 
which is set back from Princeton- 
street, and in order to preserve as 
great a sense of space as possible, 
this block has been built upon 
** stilts,” leaving the basement area 
open. 

The difficulty of maintaining 
grassed and garden areas in a 
Central London area of this nature 
has been recognised and an attempt 
has been made to create interest by 
the use of varying types of pavings 
in arrangements designed to accen- 
tuate the small space available. 

There is one lift each to Culver- 
house, Brampton and Tresham. 
Hyltons is load bearing construction 
and the remaining blocks are steel- 
framed, cased in concrete with con- 
crete and “hollow pot” floors. 

The floors in flats are covered with 
composition tiles. Each flat has a 
fuel store incorporated or immedi- 
ately adjacent and all delivery of 
fuel is made from outside the flat. 
An electrical ring main’ is installed 
in each flat with adequate 
socket outlet points. Some flats 
(mostly overlooking Red _ Lion 
Square) have private balconies. Fol- 
lowing is a list of sub-contractors: 

Demolition and site clearance, Will- 
ment Bros., Ltd.; structural steelwork, 
Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd.; hollow 
pot floors and concrete cladding, 
Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; electrical 
installation, Gratte Bros., Ltd.; plumb- 
ing, Z. D. Berry and Sons, Ltd.; 
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Floor plans of block No. 3. 


painting, Fields, Ltd.; plastering, J. H. 
Jenner and Co., Ltd.; bricks, J. and W. 
Henderson, Ltd.; lifts, Express Lift 
Co., Ltd.; flues, Trueflue, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd.; balcony panels and pavement 
lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; fire escape 
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First-floor plan of block No. 2 (second to fourth floors are similar). 








stairs, handrails and _ balustrading, 
Clark, Hunt and Co., and Haywards, 
Ltd.; ironmongery and door furniture, 
G. and S. Allgood. 

Gas mains and services and drying 
cabinets, NTGB; electricity mains 
and service, London Electricity Board; 
fire grates and tiled surrounds, H. and 


rr. 


























Inset 


(top right) is a typical upper-floor plan of block No. 1. 
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View towards entrance to ** Brampton” (centre). 


C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; three-ply built- 
up roofing and asphalt paving, Excel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; decorative wall 
tiles, A. Bleakley and Co.; composition 
floor tiles, Marley Tile Co.; kitchen 
fitments, Peerless Built-in Furniture, 
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: 


Lion Square. 


Ltd.; scaffolding, Scaffolding (Great 
Britain), Ltd.; roof exit ladders, H. C. 
Slingsby, Ltd.; tarmacadam paving, 
Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd.; 
name panels, The Lettering Centre; 
glazing, Faulkner Greene and Co., 


** Culverhouse ” 





> 


is on the left facing Red 


Ltd.; refuse chutes, Broads Manufac 
turing Co., Ltd.; Civil Defence contro- 
centre ventilating plant and standbyl 
lighting equipment, Hopes Engineering 
Co.; and special floor finish, the 
Adamite Company, Ltd. 


FLATS AT RED LION SQUARE, HOLBORN 








A view of ** Culverhouse,” showing how this block was built on “ stilts’ leaving the basement 
area open. 
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The Eighteenth-Century Quantity Surveyor 


The Basis of the Standard Method of Measurement ? 
By A. N. HOOKWAY, AIAS 


(,EORGE FISHER, who described 
himself as an Accomptant, was the 
author of a reference book published by 
one, C. Hitch, at the Red Lion, Pater- 
noster Row, London, in the year 1742, 
and among the mass of information con- 
tained therein is a section devoted to the 
method of measuring “Carpenters, 
Joyners, Sawyers, Bricklayers, Plaifterers, 
Mafons, Glaifiers and Painters Work.” 
The book also contains a treatise on pric- 
ing, the rates of each commodity, and the 
common wages of Journeymen. 

I read in a technical journal recently 
that the quantity surveyor species was 
almost unknown 50 years ago, and that 
the art of quantity surveying had indeed 
shallow roots. 

We know, however, that the relatively 
modern term, descriptive of the building 
accountant equipped with specialised 
knowledge, is in reality nothing but a 
cloak bestowed by the gathering of an 
Association in the early part of the 
twentieth century. This body, however, 
enjoyed only a short span of life before 
it was absorbed by a numerically stronger 
society whose membership consisted 
mainly of land and estate agents, rent 
collectors and others. 

Fisher wrote his book some 90 years 
before the founding of the RIBA, and 126 
years before the Surveyors’ Institution 
was thought of, and on this basis of time 
the Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works has only recently been 
compiled. There is little doubt then, 
that the quantity surveyor, to give him 
his modern name, practised his art 
efficiently and with all due skill (it has 
only recently become professional skill) 
to the satisfaction of all concerned for a 
great number of years before it was 
found expedient to gather him into a 
fold with other surveyors. It is a curious 
thought that Fisher formed the basis of 
the SMM as will be seen by the follow- 
ing extracts: 


CARPENTER’S WORK 

Roofing flooring and Partitioning, the prin- 
cipal carpentry in modern building are meafured 
by the Square of 10 Feet each Way, that is 
100 fquare Feet.” 

“For Roofing, multiply the Depth and half 
the Depth by the Front; or the Front and 
Half Front by the Depth, and you'll have the 


contents. The Dimenfions are taken in Feet 
and Inches.” 
“Note. In meafuring Roofing, no deduction 


is made for Sky-Lights, Chimney-Shafts Ec. 

“In meafuring Flooring, take the , Dimen- 
fions of the whole Floor at once in Feet, and 
then meafure the Content in fuperficial Feet 
of the Vacancy for the Stairs, Hearths Ec. 
which deduct from the whole Floor.” 


“In Partitioning you muft meafure_ the 
Doors, Door-cafes, and Windows by them- 
selves, and deduct their Content out of the 
whole.” 


‘‘ There are divers Sorts of Carpenters Work 
belonging to a building viz. Cantaliver Cornice, 
Modilion-Cornice, Plain-Cornice, Guttering, 
Rail and Ballufters, Lintale, Penthoufe- 
Cornice, Breft-fommers, Shelving, Dreffering 
Ec. all of which are meafured by Linial or 
Running Meafure. There are alfo Doors and 
Door-Cafes, Lanthorn-Lights with their Orna- 


ments, Balcony-Doors and Cafes, Cellar-Doors 
and Curbs, Columns and Pilafters, Cupola’s 
Ec. all which are valued by the Piece. Note, 
Carpenters meafure the Timber Frames of any 
Building (which they call the carcafe) by the 
fquare of 10 fuperficial Meafure or 100 fquare 
Feet as hinted before.” 


The Prices per fquare 


* Flooring, finding Boards. £1. 35.. 0 
Not finding Boards. 2s. 6d. to 6. 0 
Roofing with Oak. 2. 00. <0 
Not finding Timber 0: 12, 0 
Partitioning per fquare. Id: (6 
Not finding Timber. 4; 6 
Stairs with Rails and Ballufters 

compleat. 1. 10 O 
Sawing of Oak and Elm per 

100 Feet. 0. 02. 6 
Fences for Trees. 002. 0." 


Oak Timber is commonly fold for 40s per 
Tun (that is 40 Foot fquare) in the Place. 
Afh 30s. and Elm 28s. per Tun.” 


JOYNER’S WORK 

* Wainfcotting, the Dimenfions are taken- as 
in Painting viz. by meafuring the Height (in- 
denting the String where-ever the Plane goes 
as well as the Painters do where-ever the 
Brufh goes) and then the Compafs which 
multiply one into the other, dividing the Pro- 
duct by 9, and the anfwer is in fquare Yards.” 


Prices per Yard 


* For good Wainfcot 6s — 0d 
Wainfcotting not finding 
Stuff Ec. 2S Od 
Courfe Wainfcotting. Is — 0d 
Deal Wainfcot, finding 
Stuff. 3s — Od 
Not finding Stuff. ls — 6d.” 


Bricklayers and Tylers Work 

“ Walling is meafured by the Rod Statute- 
Meafure, being 272 Feet and 4 fuperficial at a 
Brick and half thick Standard Meafure. 
Brick-Work of Chimnies is commonly agreed 
for by the Hearth, and alfo fometimes by the 
Rod. Arches are meafured by taking the 
breadth and half the Breadth of the Arch, and 
add them together; and then to multiply the 
Total by the Length, for the Content in Thick- 
ness of the Arch. There are feveral other 
Things in Bricklayers Work; as Cornice, 
Facias, Straight Arches, Scheme Arches, Hips 
and Valleys in Tiling, and Water Courfes; All 
which are meafured by the Foot-Linial, or 
Running Meafure. Alfo Peers,  Pilafters, 
Ruftick Work Ec. which are valued by the 
piece.”” 


Prices 

For Walls, finding ‘Materials 

per Rod. £5: 00: 0 
Not finding Materials. ts 20: 
For Tyling, finding Materials 

per Square. 05; 0 
Not finding Materials. 

ditto. 005. 0 
For Tyling, finding Materials 

(except Tiles) that is 15 

Foot fquare. per Rod. 0; 10: 0 
For ftripping without taking 

own per Rod. 0; 05. 6 
With taking down per Rod. 0. 07. 0 
For Pointing. 0. 02. O 


PAVING 
Pavement for Cellars, Wafh-Houfes Ec. is 
meafured by the Sauare Yard. 


SLATING 
“Is valued by the Square of 10; in fome 
Places by the Rod of 18 Foot fquare; that is 
36 fquare Yards or 324 Feet. In Tyling and 
Slating where there are Gutters and Valleys, 
there is commonly an Allowance, which is to 
take the Length of the Roof all along upon 
the Ridge, which makes the Gutter double 
meafure; which in fome Places is allowed, and 
in others not.” 
Plaiftering 
“Is of two Kinds viz. Firft, Work lathed 
and plaftered, fometimes called ceiling, 
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Secondly, Plaftering upon  Brick-Work, or 
between the Quarters in Partitioning, by fome 
called Rendering; both which are meafured by 
yee fquare as the Joyners and Painters 
oO. 


Prices per Yard 
* For every Yard of Common Plaftering 


finding laths Ec. Us — 9d 
Not finding laths. Os — 44d 
For White-wafhing with size. Os lid 
Partitioning, finding all 
Materials Os 8d.” 
DIGGING 


“Is meafured by the folid Yard of 27 foot, 
by which are meafured Vaults, Cellars, Clay 
for Bricks Ec.” 


Glafiers Work by the Foot 

“If Windows be fquare, multiply the Length 
by the Breadth, which will produce the Con- 
tent as abovefaid. If the Windows are 
Arched, or have a Curved Form, no Allow- 
ance is made by reafon of the extraordinary 
Trouble and wafte of Time, expence or wafte 
of glafs Ec. And the Dimensions are taken 
from the higheft part of the Arch down to the 
Bottom of the Window, for the Height or 
Length which multiply by the Breadth, and 
the Product will be in Feet. Glafiers are often 
fo very nice as to take their Dimenfions and 
to meafure to a quarter of an inch. Glafs is 
meafured by the Foot as faid before: and the 
Prices of Work is as follows: viz. 


English clafs per Foot. Os Sd 
French and Crown Glafs. Is Od 
Common Work, leading included, 

for every Foot fquare. Os 6d 
New Leading, old glafs 

per Foot. Os 3d 
Common Diamond Squares, each Os id.” 


Painters Work by the Yard 

“When the Wainfcot of a Room is painted, 
you are to meafure round the Room with a 
Line (as hinted before) without girting the 
Mouldings, which are to be meafured by a 
String, and added to the other; then multiply 
the Compafs by the Height, with the Addition 
of the Mouldings Ec, and you haye the Con- 
tent in Feet and Inches: which reduced to 
aa bring into fquare Yards by dividing by 


Prices 
* Common coloured, 3 coats in oil 
per Yard. Os 6d 
On old colour. Os 4d 
Walnut-Tree colour. ls Od 
Marble Colour from 16d to 2s Od 
Safh frames each. Is — Od 
Safh Lights each. Os Id 
Window-Lights, one with 
another. Os 3d 
Iron Cafements. Os 5d.” 


MAFONS WORK 

“The Mafons Work, confifting of Stone is 
of two Sorts, Superficial and Solid.  Pave- 
ment and the Face of Stone Walls, Houfes Ec. 
are meafured as Brick-Work. If the Work 
have Ornaments, as Capitals, Pilafters, Rails 
and Ballufters Ec, then they are valued by the 
Piece.” : 


Prices 
‘ For every Foot ot Plain Work in 
Walls Ec. Os 8d 
For Plain Cornice. about Is Sd 
For rough Stone Wall, with 


lime, 16 Foot $ long, and | 
_ Foot high, per Rod. Is 2d 
Without Lime, per Rod. Os 3d 


Paving, digging the Stone, 

and all Workmanfhip per 

fquare Foot. Os 3d 
Rough Paving per Foot. Os Id 
Rough Afher, or Coping 
_ per Foot. Os — lid 
Fine Afher, per Foot Os 3d." 


The reader will have seen by these ex- 
tracts that a great deal of care and 
attention was given to a method of 
measurement of building work in those 
days and if it did not contain as much 
detail as the SMM especially regarding 
labours, it was probably all to the good 
as it is a moot point today whether or 
not the SMM contains too much detail 
to be followed rigidly. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


FERMANAGH OFFICES 


FPURTHER details have been received 
concerning the competition for the 

new Fermanagh County Council offices at 

Enniskillen, Northern Ireland. 

These new offices will be erected on a 
site adjoining the Courthouse at Ennis- 
killen, and the County Council are 
inviting British architects to submit de- 
signs. The assessor is Mr. R. S. Wilshere, 
MC, FRIBA, FRICS, and the first 
premium is £500, with a second premium 
of £200. The last day for submitting de- 
signs is 4 p.m., December 20, 1955; and 
the last day for questions is 4 p.m., Sep- 
tember 5, 1955. Conditions may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary, 
Fermanagh County Council, Enniskillen, 
Co. Fermanagh, on deposit of £2 2s. 

The accommodation required includes 
a council chamber and a committee 
room, accommodating 30 persons each, 
with suitable lavatory and cloakroom 
facilities. | Offices for the Secretary to 
the Council, clerical staff, temporary 
staff, records room and accountant, with 
a total area of 1,850 sq. ft., should be 
provided as far as possible on the same 
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Site plan of Fermanagh competition. The 
portion within the black lines is the 
building site. 
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area of 520 sq. ft. will be required, as 
well as a passenger lift serving the Secre- 
tary and Chief Education Officer’s 
Departments. 

The Education Department should 
comprise 19 rooms, totalling 3,290 
sq. ft. in area. These need not necessarily 
be on the same floor, but it is desirable 
that they are accessible from the passen- 
ger lift. They include a general store and 
a school meals store, preferably on 
ground floor level. A clinic of 948 sq. ft. 
area is required, and should be planned 
as far as possible as a self-contained unit 
with direct public access. Suitable staff 
lavatory and cloakroom accommodation 
must be allowed for each department, 
together with some accommodation for 
parking cars and cycles. 

The roadway at the rear of the site will 
not be available until a later date, and 
until this new street is formed, access to 
the building will be from the exist- 
ing street only. Gas, water and electricity 
supplies are available from Main-street. 
Drainage should be planned to discharge 
into a sewer in the proposed new road 
at the rear of the site. 

Competitors may submit alternative 
schemes, but no alternative suggestions 
for part of any scheme will be considered. 
Cost should not exceed £45,000. 


DOMINICAN COMPETITION 
BANNED 

Notice has been received from the 
Secretary-General of the International 
Union of Architects of an architectural 
competition being promoted in_ the 
Republic of Dominica for the design of 
a monument commemorating Dr. Rafael 
Leonidas Trujillo Molina, The conditions 
for this competition are at present not 
such as to conform to the Regulations for 
International Competitions in Architec- 
ture and Town Planning approved by the 
International Union, and members and 
students RIBA are accordingly warned 
not to take part in this competition. 


SCHOOLS’ HOUSING COURSE 


THE HousING CENTRE is again organi- 
sing a course on housing for the older 
pupils in secondary grammar schools in 
the London region. This year’s course 
will be concentrated into two days of 
talks and discussion, on July 20 and 21, 
whilst a visit to Harlow New Town has 
been arranged for July 22. The object 
of the course is to give the students an 
opportunity of studying housing as a pub- 
lic service at first hand, and also its re- 
lation to their future needs and 
responsibilities as householders, 

Mrs. Mary Stocks, former principal 
of Westfield College, London, will open 
the course and the other speakers will be: 
Mrs. Henry Brooke, chairman of the 
housing committee of Hampstead BC; Sir 
Gordon Russell, director, CoID; Miss 
E. P. Cockburn, housing manager, Barnes 
BC; Lieut.-Colonel R. A. Jensen, FRIBA, 
director of housing and borough archi- 
tect, Paddington MBC; and Mrs. S. M. 
Hayward, ARIBA, 

Schools have been asked to send about 
half a dozen of their sixth-form pupils, 
and a number of parties have already 
registered. Details from the Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 
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News of the Week 


APPRENTICES’ WORK 


A DISPLAY of building apprentices’ 
*™ work, arranged jointly by the London 
Master Builders’ Association, the Build- 
ing Centre and schools of building in the 
London region is being held in the Build- 
ing Centre, until September 30. It was 
opened by the Minister of Works on 
June 30. (See Report on page 68.) 

The work of eight crafts, organised by 
a committee from the technical schools, 
is on view, and visits are being arranged 
for boys who will be leaving school at 
the end of the summer term. The 
exhibition is intended to assist the re- 
cruitment of craft apprentices in the 
London region. (At the present time there 
are at least 300 vacancies for apprentices 
in the London area and a general short- 
age of apprentices, especially in the 
crafts of masonry, plastering and paint- 
ing and decorating.) 

Many of the newer materials and tools 
now being used in the building industry 
are illustrated. Attention is drawn to the 
various methods of entry into building 
and the opportunities offered for pro- 
motion. The Ministry of Works shows 
a range of technical literature together 
with an exhibition of modern hand- 
powered tools. 

The high standard of design and 
craftsmanship displayed in the exhibits 
will be stimulating to all who visit the 
exhibition and should = encourage 
potential apprentices to choose an occu- 
pation which offers the long-term satis- 
faction of skilled creative work. 


HOUSING AWARDS POSTPONED 


BECAUSE of the pressure of Parliamen- 
tary business, the presentation by Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, of the 1955 Awards 
for private enterprise housing and 
schemes of improvement and conversion 
was postponed from July 6 to Wednes- 
day, July 20. The presentation will be at 
3 p.m. at the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
Wi. 


TPI PRESIDENCY 


Mr. DESMOND HEapP has been elected 
President of the Town Planning Institute 
for 1955-56, and will take office in 
November on the expiration of the term 
of office of Mr. E. H. Doubleday. Mr. 
Heap is the Comptroller and City 
Solicitor to the Corporation of the City 
of London. 


AA MEMBERS’ WORK 


AN UNSELECTED exhibition of work by 
over 120 members of the Architectural 
Association will be held at No. 36, Bed- 
ford-square, from July 15-28 and from 
August 3-12. It will consist of illus- 
trations of buildings and projects, and 
work in the field of industrial art, de- 
signed during recent years by members 
and probationary members. 


SOHO FAIR 


THE SoHo Fair opens on July 10. 
Sponsored by the Soho Association, an 
organisation representing residents and 
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businessmen in the area of London 
bordered by the four Circuses—St. Giles, 
Cambridge, Oxford and Piccadilly—the 
Fair has been planned to promote 
interest in what the Soho community 
describes as “ the most fascinating square 
mile in the world.” 

The events arranged include an exhi- 
bition of sculpture and paintings from 
St. Martin’s School of Art and the work 
of Ben Enwonwu. 


RIBA PRIZES 

THe RIBA Prizes and Studentships 
pamphlet for 1955-56 has recently been 
issued. It contains full information 
upon the various prizes and studentships, 
together with the detailed programmes 
for the competitions. Copies of the 
pamphlet are obtainable at the RIBA 
(price 2s. 6d.). 


AN APPOINTMENT 

Mr. Davipo E. PEeErcivaL, ARIBA, 
Deputy City Architect and Planning 
Officer of Coventry since October, 1953, 
has been appointed City Architect of 
Norwich in succession to Mr. Leonard 
Hannaford, who will retire in November 
next. : 


THE TRUSCON SCHOLARSHIP 


THE TRuUSCON Travelling Scholarship 
for the study of reinforced concrete work 
in Europe, offered by the Trussed Con- 
crete Steel Co., Ltd. (details given in our 
issue of February 25); has been awarded 
to Mr. Alexander Redhouse, ARIBA, of 
London. Mr. Redhouse will be accom- 
panied by Mr. F. Bailey, member of the 
company’s staff, to whom a _ similar 
scholarship has been awarded. 

Mr. Redhouse is a partner in the firm 
of Fry, Drew, Drake and Lasdun, and 
a member of the teaching staff at the 
Regent-street Polytechnic School of 
Architecture. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


With effect from July 1, 1955, Mr. J. W. W. 
Lype, ARIBA. AADipl, joins Mr L. A. CULLIFoRD, 
FRIBA, FRICS, AMTPI, Mr. L. A. CHACKETT, 
FRIBA, FRICS, and Mr. RicHARD HENNIKER, MA, 
FRIBA, as a partner in the firm of Messrs. L. A. 
CULLIFORD AND PARTNERS, of 47,  Essex-street, 
Strand, WC2. 

Hoop, HuGGins AND YorK, architects and sur- 
veyors, whose main offices were destroyed by enemy 
action, have recently moved back into London, and 
their address is now 49, Wellington-street, Strand, 
WC2 (tel.: Covent Garden 0074/5). They would be 
pleased to receive current catalogues. 

Mr. ALLAN W. VincENT, LRIBA, Borough Archi- 
tect, Harwich, Essex has moved from his private 
address at 33, Esplanade, Harwich, to 65, Park View- 
road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, July 7, 1855 

SMOKE PREVENTION. — Mr. A. V. 
Newton, of Chancery-lane, has secured a 
patent by which he claims—Certain 
means for contracting the passage or 
passages by which the flame and gases 
of combustion escape from the fireplace 
to the flues, “ and for dividing or divert- 
ing the current of the flame and gases at 
that part of the furnace and thereby per- 
mitting the oxygen of the air or steam 
admitted in streams to the furnace to 
combine with the gases of combustion, 
and effect the consumption of the 
smoke.” 
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RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 


Steel Frames for Buildings: 
Reference to Monopolies Commission 


HE Board of Trade have referred to the 

Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Commission the supply of steel frames, which 
cost more than £2,500 each, for buildings. 
The Commission are to report about both 
the facts of the matter and their bearing 
on the public interest. Any person or 
organisation wishing to offer evidence should 
write to the Secretary of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Commission, 8, 
Cornwall-terrace, Regent’s Park, NWI. 


Local Authorities’ Actions 


LirverRPOOL Corporation Finance Com- 
mittee, meeting on June 29, decided to ask 
the Town Clerk to prepare a form of 
declaration which would be signed by 
building—and possible other contractors— 
that they would not disclose the amounts 
of their tenders to any other person until 
they had been before the Corporation com- 
mittee concerned. At the next meeting of 
the committee a decision will be reached as 
to whether any contractors submitting 
tenders will be required to sign such forms. 

Grimsby Rural District Council, on the 
other hand, has decided that there are no 
restrictive practices in the local building 
industry, and that all tenders received from 
builders for council contracts are fair and 
competitive. This was disclosed at their 
meeting of the council, when a circular was 
received from the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government outlining the action 
taken by Government departments on 
restrictive practices in the building industry 
nationally. In the council’s view, it is not 
necessary in Grimsby to take the type of 
action suggested by the Ministry. 

Middlesex County Council have decided 
on the recommendation of their general pur- 
poses committee, to demand that all build- 
ing contrac:ors on their official list give 
the necessary assurances in writing. The 
council are also to give special authority 
that any building contractor already on their 
list who does not give the required under- 
taking within a reasonable time be struck 
off. 


CITY ARCHITECTURE 

THE SETTING-UP of a panel of eminent 
architects and artists to consider the 
“architectural appearance” of all new 
buildings to be erected in the City of 
London was the subject of a motion on 
the agenda for the meeting of the Court 
of Common Council held yesterday 
(Thursday). 

The motion, which was moved by Mr. 
Douglas S. Young, called upon the 
officers’ and clerks’ committee in collab- 
oration with the improvements and town 
planning committee to consider the possi- 
bility of appointing a panel “ to whom all 
matters relating to massing and architec- 
tural appearance of buildings proposed to 
be erected in the City of London shall 
be submitted.” The panel would consist 
of the president of the Royal Academy, 
the president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects “together with such 
further number of eminent architects ” as 
may be desired. The motion asks for a 
report to be submitted to the council 
following consideration of this suggestion. 
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PRESERVING ANCIENT 
TIMBERS 


Need for Specialist Advice 


N the course of summarising papers pre- 
sented by six authors to the Cambridge 
convention of the British Wood Preserving 
Association, Mr. §. A. Richardson said :— 


“When in York, some years ago, I met a 
gentleman very closely connected with the 
care and maintenance of the Minster. [| 
asked him what was being done about the 
death watch beetle in the timber and was 
told they were burning them! He informed 
me that all timber showing the slightest sign 
of infection was being ruthlessly removed 
and replaced with fresh timber. Very 
naively, I asked if chemical control treat- 
ment had been considered and was told in 
a loud voice that nothing had any effect on 
the death watch beetle except fire. I mur- 
mured, almost under my breath, that they 
must find it rather expensive to hold such 
views, and withdrew. 

“Now we have Doctor Singleton from 
York presenting the case for the in situ pre- 
servative treatment and retention of insect 
and fungal attacked timber where it exists in 
historic buildings, and is sufficiently sound 
for its purpose, if only to save its “ per- 
sonality” or “fourth dimension.” He tells 
us the cause of failure and emphasises that 
neglect is one of the greatest contributory 
factors. How true that is! If those respon- 
sible for the maintenance and care of 
churches, historic buildings and even build- 
ings that are not historic had always kept 
the roofs, gutters and drains in good order, 
one branch of the timber-preserving industry 
would be far less in demand than it now is. 


” 


AN INTERESTING FEATURE 


“Dr. Singleton’s diagrams of suggested 
methods of repair where the ends of rafters, 
plates and beams have decayed brings to my 
mind an interesting feature often seen on 
medieval churches, and that is the shape of 
previous roofs which one often sees marked 
on the wall of the tower over the existing 
chancel, nave or transept roofs. Often a 
series of inverted chevrons each of a 
shallower pitch occurs where the flashings or 
cement fillet of previous roofs have left their 
impressions on the wall. The reason for 
this is connected with timber decay for when 
the feet of the rafters decayed, the workers 
of bygone days cut them off and used what 
was left. They did not, as Dr. Singleton 
suggests, scarf fresh pieces on to restore 
them to their original length and so the pitch 
of the roof gradually dropped until even 
the stone tiles had to be replaced with lead. 

“Those of us who spend so much of our 
time in the beautiful churches, colleges and 
other national heirlooms are so frequently 
shocked by the cheeseparing, makeshift and 
often sacriligious methods adopted by some 
architects to deal with deterioration. Quite 
often, in dealing with the damage caused 
by neglect or ignorance, they try to impose 
their own wills, thoughts or designs so that 
the restoration bears little or no resemblance 
to the original. The Church of England is 
now very much alive to its responsibility in 
regard to churches for which it is respon- 
sible and an order has been passed—having 
received Royal assent—to enforce a quin- 
quennial examination of all church buildings 
by specialist architects.” 
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RIBA COUNCIL, 1955-56 


Full List of Members 


HE following list comprises the RIBA 

Council for the session 1955-1956, and 
the representatives of allied societies in the 
United Kingdom and overseas:— 


PRESIDENT 
CHARLES HERBERT ASLIN, CBE (Hertford). 


PAST-PRESIDENTS 
Str _Howarp ROBERTSON, MC, ARA, SADG; 
Sir Percy THOMAS, OBE, LLD, DL, JP, MTPI 
(Cardiff). 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 
F. CHARLES SAxon, MC, FRICS (Chester), (Chair- 
man of the Allied Societies’ Conference). K. M. B. 
Cross, MA, FRIBA; J. LESLIE MarTIN, MA, FRIBA; 
and Basi, SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA. 


HONORARY SECRETARY 
E. D. JerFERISS MATHEWS, OBE, FRIBA. 


HONORARY TREASURER 
Tuomas E. Scott, FRIBA. 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
PROFESSOR SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, MA, DLit, 
FSA, MTPI (Aston Tirrold); Dr. RONALD BrapsBurRy, 
BA (Arch), MSc, AMTPI (Liverpool); THE Hon. 
LioneL G. B. Brett, MA (Watlington, Oxford); Six 
HuGu CAsson, MA: J. Murray Easton; A. G. 
SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, BArch, AMTPI (Birming- 
ham); E. MAXWELL Fry, CBE, BArch; PROFESSOR 
R. J. GarpNer-MEpwin,’ BArch, MTPI (Liverpool); 
FREDERICK GIBBERD, CBE, MTPI; Leronarp C. 
MTPI (Manchester); Dr. JOHN 
MA; Epwarp D. MILLs; RICHARD 
H. SHEPPARD; Basit Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA 
(Edinburgh); C. G. StittMan; Gorpon T. Tait; 

RaLpH Tusss, OBE; F. R. S. YORKE. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

W. A. ALLEN, BArch (Watford); G. GRENFELL 
Baines, AMTPI (Preston); Eric BepFrorp, CVO; 
D. E. E. Grsson, CBE, MA, AMTPI (Nottingham); 
P. E. A. JoHNSON-MarRSHALL, AMTPI; S. A. W. 
JoHNSON-MARSHALL, CBE, BArch: ToM MELLOoR, 
BArch, AMTPI (Lytham St. Annes); PeTeR F. SHEP- 
HEARD, BArch, AMMTPI; J. Lewis WoMERSLEY, 
AMPTI (Sheffield). 


LICENTIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
BerNaRD H. Cox, FRICS: G. H. Morris 
(Coventry); R. W. Toms (Bexleyheath). 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIETIES IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM OR THE REPUBLIC 
OF IRELAND 
(1) Six Representatives from the Northern Pro- 
vince of England: Proressor W. B. Epwarps, MA, 
BArch, MTPI (F), (Northern Architectural Associa- 
tion): mg GOMERSALL (L) gs eof Society of 
Architects); H. GLen Dosie TD, (F) (Liverpool 
Architectural yh & H. D. PriestMan (A) (York 
and East Yorkshire Architectural Society); NORMAN 
H. Fow er (F) (West Yorkshire Society of Archi- 
tects); H. A. Hickson (F) (Sheffield, South York- 
shire and District Society of Architects and 

Surveyors). 

(2) Five Representatives from the Midland Province 
of England: S. T. Waker, MA (F) a 
and Five Counties Architectural Association); H. 
Ltoyp Owen, BArch (A) (Leicestershire and y Bag 
land Society of Architects); F. . Levitt (L) 
(Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdon- 
shire Association of Architects); W. CAPARNE BALDRY 
(L) (Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Society of Archi- 
tects); H. C. BoarpMAN MA (A) (East Anglian 
Society of Architects). 

(3) Six Representatives from the Southern Province 
of England: H. F. Watts (A) (Devon and Cornwall 
Society of Architects); J. NELSON MEREDITH (F) 
(Wessex Federal Society of Architects); E. STEWARD 
Smita (F) (Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural 
Association); J. B. Branpt, MTPI (F) (Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Architectural Associatio se S 
Hossis (A) (Essex, Cambridge and Hert ordshire 
Society of Architects); GRAHAM Crump (F) (South- 
Eastern Society of Architects). 

(4) Four Representatives of Allied Societies in 
Scotland: nominated by the Council of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects a4 Scotland: A. Esme 
Gorpon (A) (Edinburgh); P. Jack (F) (Glas- 
gow); WiLt1aM McCRreEA (F) (Glasgow): Joun G. 
Marr, FRIBA. 

(5) One Representative of Allied Societies in Wales: 
W. STEPHEN THOMAS, ARIBA (South Wales Institute 
of Architects). 

(6) Two Representatives of Allied Societies in 
Ireland: H. S. Rosson, BArch (A) (Royal Institute 
of the Architects of Ireland); R. S. WILSHERE, MC, 
FRIBA (Royal Society of Ulster Architects). 


REPRESENTATIVES OF SOCIETIES IN 
ALLIANCE WITH THE ROYAL INSTITUTE 
OVERSEAS 

R. ScHOFIELD Morris (The Royal Architectural In. 
stitute of Canada); THos. E. Scott (Representative 
in the United Kingdom); E. J. A. WELLER, (F) (The 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects); A. GRAHAM 
HeNnpveRSON, RSA (F) (Representative in the United 


Howirt, BArch, 
LesLie MaArTIN, 
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Kingdom); Jack IAN KinG (F) (New Zealand Insti- 
tute of Architects); R. H. — (F) (Representative 
in the United Kingdom); W. MACDONALD (F) (The 
Institute of South African icameun MICHAEL T. 
WATERHOUSE CBE, Png (F) (Representative in the 
United Kingdom); G. B. Muatre (F) (The Indian 
Institute of yore Med Stuart BENTLEY, AMTPI (F) 
(Representative in the United Kingdom). 

OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 


Representative of the Architectural 
(London): Bryan P. Westwoop (F). 


Representative of the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians: KENNETH J. CAMPBELL (A). 


Chairman of the Board of Architectural Education: 
. G. FREEMAN, BArch, MFA (F). 


Chairman of the RIBA Registration Committee: 
Howarpb V. Loss, CBE, (F). 


Two Representatives of the RIBA Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee: (To be appointed). 


Chairman of the RIBA Allied Societies’ Conference: 
F. CHARLES Saxon, MC, FRICS (F) (Chester). 


RICS 


1955 Examination Results 


PPPHE results of their professional examina- 

tions for 1955 have been announced 
by the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. They are as follows:— 


Association 


LIST OF PRIZE-W1iNNERS 

Penfold Gold Medal, Driver Prize, 
Prize—J. C. A. Eames (Brighton). 
A. T. Swindall (Ware, Herts). 
J. Thomson (Glasgow). 
Halford (Harlow, Essex). 


Wainwright 
Special Prize— 
John Gilchrist Prize— 
Galsworthy Prize—C. ; 
Institution Prize—I. Tarn 
(Clapton, E5). Crawter Prize—J. Devine (Glasgow). 

Beadel Prize, Mellersh Prize—Miss P. 
Matthews (Wadhurst, Sussex). Quantities Prize— 
B. Roche (Sheldon, Birmingham 26). - Constructive 
and Working Drawings Prize—J. Ducker, Willesden, 
NWI1O0). R. Irwin Barr Prize—J. A. Sutherland (Edin- 
burgh). Hyman Marks Prize—H. S. Jones (Nor- 
manton, Yorks). Harfield Prize—shared between 
J. M. H. Boot (West Bridgford, Nottingham) and 
W. McNab (Fintry, Dundee). Julian Rogers Prize— 
J. A. Cameron (Greenock). 


FINAL EXAMINATION—QUANTITY SURVEYING 
SECTION (ENGLAND, WALES AND OVERSEAS) 


L. K. Amey, L. J. Andrews, D. A. M. Anderson, 

} A. G. Ashton, J. F. Atkinson, 
D. Bainbridge, K. Baker, A. H. 
Barber, J. A. Barrett, J. M. D. Barrow, J. R. Baxter, 
J. E. D. Beeton, G. R. W. Bentley, K. W. Berry, 
J. K. Bigmore, C. W. K. Binding, D. G. Birch, 
S. W. Bishton, V. G. Bissell (ARICS), B. A. Black- 
man. 

W. G. H. Boulton, J. K. Bradley, D. Brotherton, 
D. Brown, T. W. J. Brown, P. H. Browning, | eS 
Buck, J. Bugden, A. A. Bunting, J. D. Burgess, 
L. H. Burling, R. W. Butcher, P. K. Butterworth, 
K. Capon, A. C. Carter, I. Carter, E. V. Cawte, 
R. T. Chadwick, M. Charles, C. V. Cherns. 

J. E. Clark, J. E. Clark, A. S. Claxton, S. G. 
Clear, M. Cleary (ARICS), G. Clifford- Smith, M. J. 
Coe, T. P. Coghlan, A. Coleman, R. W. 
Coombes, A.’Cooper, G. B. Corser, A. J. T. Cotton, 
R. A. Cox, V. J. Crocker, D. W. Croser. 

A. B. Davies, H. O. Davies, R. S. Davies 
“an D. J. Deasy, C. H. Dennis, L. R. Doughty, 
J. M. Douglas, Miss J. M. Dowle, D. R. Dring, 
A. P. Dunkley, B. C. Edgill, R. F. Fairbairn, R. S. 
Fedman, D. J. Finney, P. Flexman, J. M. Forbes, 
J. R. Francis, H. G. T. Gooding, D. W. Green. 
L. H. Gregory, B. S. Griffiths, W. I. Griffiths, E. W. 
Grimwood, M. Grizzard. 


A. M. Hall, M. K. Hammerton, R. B. Hanna, 
J. R. Harlow, J. H. a, J. B. Haynes, R. A. 
Hetherington, G. Hiles, M. F. Hinds, D. H. Hing- 


ston, A. E. Hiscock, G. W. ~—'e P. E. Holden, 
M. S. Hoole, J. H. Horne, G. Horsburgh, T. S. 
Howell, A. i Hubbard, D. M. @euen J. G. Hume, 
A. L. Hutchinson. 

B. A. F. Ingle, P. J. Jackson, C. G. P. James, 
H. I. D. Johnson, R. S. S. Johnson, D. Jones, E. 
Jones, K. V. Jones, D. L. Keighley, C. A. Lake, 
J. W. Lake, W. J. Langford, J. R. Laxton, D. G. 
Levett, R. H. Lewis, C. S. Littleboy, P. J. Lockton, 
G. H. Lockwood-Bunce, R. H. Lord, R. Loveless. 

J. D. Macara, H. L. Macdowell, K. E. Mackenney, 
B. C. Macklin, A. D. Macleod, G. Maddock, 
L. J. W. Mann, A. W. Marks, A. C. Marriott, 
A. R. Marson, D. F. Mason, H. R. Mather, L. H. 
Matthews, A. S. re J. H. Maynard, B. C. 
Meopham, D. W. R. M. Middlemas, R. A. E. 
Milborne (ARICS), “% K J. Miller,, D. G. Minas, 
R. Mitford, W. J. Mitchell, W. Molyneux, W. 
Moore, D. Morris, E. D. Moth (ARICS), K. Mower, 
| 


F. H. Mudge. : 

D. E. Napier, G. A. Neville, P. A. Nichol, J. 
Nicholls, A. J. O'Donnell, R. D. Oakman, V. C. 
Oster, C. I. Packington, M. G. Pauly, D. D. J. 
Pease, E. C. Peasley, J. A. Peters, F. Pikett, W. L. 
Poingdestre, A. L: Porter, D. C. Porter, J. B. 
Preston, J. A. — Sud E. Prince, E. H. Prior, 
R. F. Pullen, D. J. Ps 

A. Quennell, J. il D. Richards, D. B. J. 
Richards, R. C. Richards, J. W. Rimmer, S. L. W. 
Rix, C. S. Roberts, H. M. Roberts, R. G. Roberts, 
J. W. Robinson, B. Roche, J. H. Rogers, J. Rowe, 
D. A. R. Rowland, B. A. Ruddle, P. L. Rush- 
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yer sagg Sample, J. D. Sanders, C. S. Saunders, 


D. C. Scott. 

B. Silver, G. F. Silvester, G. R. Silverton, I. 
Smith, L. H. Steward, M. G. Steward, D. Stewart, 
A. Storer, RK. G. Streather, P. M. Sturges, E. N. 
Sykes, D. F. Tanner, C. H. Thatcher, R. G. Thomas, 
D. W. Thompson, D. J. True, D. N. Turner, G. R. 
Turner. 

P. J. Underwood, D. F. Vevers, G. E. Waddon, 
B. H. Wallace, D. Waters, P. Watkinson, J. D. 
Wellman, B. F. J. West, J. R. White, K. J. White, 
P. White, G. D. Whitehead, T. S. Whitton, B. R. G. 
Wilde, R. Wilkinson, J. G. Woodnutt, C. F. Woods, 
R. F.. Woodward. 


FINAL EXAMINATION—QUANTITY SURVEYING 
SECTION (SCOTLAND) 

T._H. Borthwick, A. D. Bridges, I. T. Brown, 
W. D. Bruce, C. F. I. Clark, Ss. Cumming, 
L. M. Dickens, J. M. Dickson, J. F. Dowie, J. 
Downie, H. R. Fenwick, G. Fleming, G. age > 2 
Frizzell, G. W. Gartshore, J. P. Ginn, J. D. Gunn, 
A. D. Hardie, H. Hayburn, “ 3 Henaughen, ae Ge 
cea J. A. Howieson. 

Ww. Lockhart, A. W. MacGill, T. MacClure, 
G. MeGonghe W. H. McEwan, A. McLelion KR. €. 
McLellan, J. McNaught, W. Mathieson, c ‘Messer, 
C. E. Mill, A. C. Milne, I. Morrison, iz C. Ogilvy, 
A. W. Paterson, W. M. Ross, I. R. Roy, W. J 
Spiers, A. S. Spratt, H. H. Young. 


FINAL EXAMINATION—QUANTITY 
SURVEYING SECTION (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
J. M. Campbell, D. S. M. Gooding, W. M. 
MacNiven, P. McGuone, G. McNeil. 


DIRECT MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATION— 
QUANTITY SURVEYING SECTION (ENGLAND, 
WALES AND OVERSEAS) 

— «3 H. C. L. Anderson, * Hodgkinson, 
G. W. L. Morton. 


FINAL EXAMINATION—BUILDING SECTION 
(ENGLAND, WALES AND OVERSEAS) 

J. L. Abbey, J. A. Aberdein, P. L. Barter, D. L. 
Baxter, M. R. Beale, G. D. Bell, S. E. Bentley, 
D. L. Bishop, I. K. Bleasdale, M. E. J. Blount, 
K. A. Boswell, D. A. Bridge, A. V. Budden, R. C. 
Bunn, W. J. Burns, R. Butler, G. E. Carter, V. 
Castle, A. E. Christian, S. S. Churchill, J. W. 
Clarke, S. W. Cragg, A. T. Cuckson. 

W. E. Dakin, W. C. Dalton, E. C. Davies, A. C. 
Drake, J. Ducker, J. U. Dyer, J. C. A. Eames, 
S. T. Finlay, Mrs. R. E. Fowler, W. H. Freestone, 
D. W. Frith, P. J. F. Gammon, D. A. Goldstone, 
P. D. Gorell, D. W. Griffin, C. O. Halford, D. M. 
Harper, B. N. Harris, J. T. Haslam, P. W. Hearn- 
_ F. Hewison, V. H. Higgs, J. G. Hindley, C. F. 

urt. 

D. C. L. Johnson, W. F. Keegan, R. L. Kelsey, 
E. T. Kennard, J. Kingswood, R. A. Lang, A. B. 
Lawrence, I. H. Leach, J. P. Leamy, D. J. Leat, 
P. W. Lewin, J. Lingard, L. T. Lynch, M. Marks, 
A. G. Masson, Nad Sa Montie, W. G. Newall, J. 
O’Brien, N. C. Ost 

P. H. Pearce, 7. "K. Phillips, A. Pickles, W. F. 
, R. F. Reid, P. Renton, A. P. Reynolds, 

J. A. Roberts, W. C. Roberts, “ T. Robinson, 
R. W. Rose, K. Roy, R. G. Rudd, W. Salt, D. E. 
Selby, I. H. Sillince, M. J. C. Slinn, G. A. F. Swift. 

D. M. Taylor, W. A. Thompson, E. J. Thurston, 
G. J. R. Turner, J. E. Unsworth, A. Veitch, R. A. 
Wallis, E. H. V. Walter, S. W. Warner, M. S. 
Watson, H. A. West, R. Wilkinson, D. J. Williams, 
E. C. Williams. 


FINAL EXAMINATION—BUILDING SECTION 
(SCOTLAND) 
G. A. L. Kemp, J. F. Roberts. 


BUILDING SECTION (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
A. Hood. 


OBITUARY 

LT.-COL. E. H. FAWCKNER, TD, DL 

The death is announced of Lt.-Col. 
Edgar Hinton Fawckner, TD, DL, FRIBA, 
which occurred at Newport, Monmouthshire, 
on June 28. Lt.-Col. Fawckner was a 
partner in the Newport firm of architects 
Habershon and Fawckner, and became a 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in 1908. 


FLOORING TIMBERS 

To help architects, builders and private 
householders to choose woods with the 
desired properties and appearance, the Hard- 
wood Flooring Manufacturers’ Association 
and the Timber Development Association 
have collaborated to provide a permanent 
exhibit of flooring timbers at the TDA 
offices, 21, College Hill, EC4. 
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Building Professions in 
South Africa 


COMMENTS ON A “ BUILDER” 
ARTICLE 


N “African” issue of The Builder 

published on March 11 last contained 
an article by’ Mr. James M. Thompson, 
the Johannesburg building contractor, on 
the need, as he sees it, to overhaul the 
construction industry “in South Africa. 
Mr. Thompson now sends us comments 
received by him: 

A copy of The Builder for March 11, 
1955, has come into my hands, and I have 
read with great interest your article tearing 
the professions to pieces. I would like to 
congratulate you on it, for I feel there is a 
great deal of truth in what you have said. 
As an architect I agree entirely with you 
when you infer that many of us do not know 
how to start to set out even a small building, 
although I do think many of us would 
nevertheless be able to do so, if we were 
actually stuck, and had to do it ourselves. 

“T remember when I was a student at a 
University in the Union I had the good for- 
tune, and I repeat good fortune, to work 
for nearly nine months on a building with a 
firm of contractors, first as a carpenter 
and latterly as a draughtsman for the 
builders in working out details which were 
not supplied by the architects who were 
1,000 miles away. I learnt a great deal while 
on this project, and I have never ceased to 
be thankful for that small amount of prac- 
tical experience. I think it would be an 
excellent thing if all students of architecture 
were to spend not only one year in an archi- 
tect’s office before gaining their degrees, but 
also another year with a builder of repute, 
gaining some knowledge of pricing, mate- 
rials, setting out of works, and general con- 
tracting organisation. 

“ As far as the quantity surveyor is con- 
cerned, I was very amused the way you tore 
him to pieces; but once again you have hit 
the nail on the head when you stated “ that 
he deals with the sales figure presented to 
him by various contractors who price bills 
and not the cost figures.” I realise from your 
article that he virtually knows nothing about 
the cost of building to the contractor, but 
merely the figures given to him in the bills 
of quantity.”--From a Rhodesian Architect. 


N. Rhodesian View 


“‘ IT IS INDEED REFRESHING to find in such 
a conservative journal so provocative an 
article as that by Mr. James M. Thompson 
on the construction industry in South 
Africa; although again a reader might 
assume this applied to the whole area under 
review. It may be flattering to the quantity 
surveyors to be told that the building in- 
dustry is falling into their hands, but if this 
is the case, then surely it is the builders who 
put it there, since it was never the desire of 
the former that quantities should be insisted 
upon for such unlucrative work as dwelling 
houses and the like, as is the case since the 
war. 

“Mr. Thompson also complains of the 
*‘ narrow and restricted outlook ’ of the quan- 
tity surveyors and that ‘they know abso- 
lutely nothing about costs.’ If these com- 
plaints are justified, it may well be that the 
practice in South Africa of quantity sur- 
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veyors obtaining their training largely at a 
university is not entirely a success. There 
is also every reason to believe that a. real 
effort is being made to provide close liaison 
between the designer and the builder in this 
comparatively undeveloped territory, and it 
is surprising to hear that South Africa would 
appear to have been so unsuccessful in this 
respect. 

“Tt is to be hoped that Mr. Thompson’s 
article will have some effect in getting under 
way the many reforms in the building indus- 
try he suggests are essential. There is much 
to be said for his plea that all concerned 
with the building industry should gain a 
more all-round practical knowledge, and the 
custom of certain European universities that 
all architectural and _ civil engineering 
students should serve a short apprenticeship 
to a suitable trade might well be worth con- 
sidering; although this is made difficult so 
long as students may have to serve an 
apprenticeship to that useless trade—war. 

“ After this very fine ‘ curtain-raiser ’ it is 
hoped that The Builder will again visit 
Africa and this time take in an area which 
will not be too difficult to digest at one 
bite.”"—From an article by G. L. Boedeker, 
ARICS, in “ Progress,” official journal of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and In- 
dustry, N. Rhodesia. 


AUTOMATION IN BUILDING 
A Builder's Point of View 


THE following comments on the subject of 
automation in the building industry are ex- 
tracted from the current issue of “ Cubitts’ 
News,” issued by the Liverpool branch of 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. 

Much has been heard of late of automatic 
factories and the replacement of man by 
machines. Will this ever fully extend to 
our industry? Even now we have some 
very wonderful machines which are almost 
automatic, and perhaps almost human— 
machines such as road pavers—but how are 
we going to get all the “ squiggly ” bits on 
buildings done by machine—all those “ extra 
overs ” in the Bill? In a factory they would 
be ironed out and the industrial designer 
would aim at a simple and smooth design. 
Our architects, however, do like to have their 
protuberances and _ recesses, and quite 
rightly like to retain their own individuality 
in designing buildings. 

Will we erect steelwork by radio con- 
trolled helicopter in the future and will an 
automaton weld or bolt the girders together? 
His steering apparatus will need to be 
accurate for him to make the same progress 
about the framework as our steel erectors 
and riggers—steel, of course, may be old- 
fashioned by then—perhaps we will be using 
self-adhesive plastics. 

And that concrete; we have got automatic 
mixing and control but what about filling up 
the odd corners of the formwork? Can one 
possibly imagine the formwork joiner being 
replaced by a machine, even if standardisa- 
tion is carried to its utmost limits? Pre- 
fabrication has advanced automatic tech- 
niques a long way but really has only trans- 
ferred site activities to factory activities. 

In the building industry it will be a really 
long time before we need concern ourselves 
with automation and its problems in its most 
highly developed form. In the meantime, 
we could well and profitably advance a few 
steps in its direction by more and better 
labour-saving devices. 
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COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
£15,936,820 Allocated in 1954 


TTHE United Kingdom last year con- 

tributed a record amount of £15,936,820 
towards the development and welfare of 
the Colonial territories. Of this sum, 
£1,173,381 was for research. These figures 
are given in the annual “ Return of Schemes 
made under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Acts by the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies—April 1, 1954, to March 31, 
1955” (published on June 29 as House of 
Commons Paper No. 5 by HMSO, price 
Is. »3d.): 

In the nine years ended March 31, 1955, 
money actually issued for approved schemes 
under the Colonia] Development and Wel- 
fare Acts totalled £100,999,663. In that 
period, £9,023,645 was spent on research, 
New grants approved last year included 
£2,808,606 for Education, £1,546,324 for 
Communications, £3,144,537 for Agriculture 
and Veterinary Schemes, £2,949,945 for 
Medical and Health Services, and £945,418 
for Physical Planning, Surveys and Census. 


NIGERIAN GRANTS 


During 1954-55 new _ constitutional 
arrangements were introduced in NIGERIA 
to provide for a Federal form of govern- 
ment and for a greater measure of autonomy 
for the Regional Governments within the 
Federal framework. In all, £3,763,351 was 
provided for Nigeria. Grants to WEeEsT 
ArFrica included £42,613 for additional 
accommodation for students of the Uni- 
versity College, Ibadan, Nigeria; £228,700 
for the construction of students’ hostels and 
educational buildings at the Nigerian College 
of Arts, Science and Technology; and 
£150,000 for road development in_ the 
Cameroons. Grants to SIERRA LEONE included 
£40,700 for the construction of hospitals, 
and £38,640 for the establishment of a 
tuberculosis sanatorium. 

Amounts provided for the East and 
Central African territories included £785,438 
for the intensification of African agricul- 
tural development in Kenya, £88,000 for 
the construction of African urban housing 
in TANGANYIKA, and in NYASALAND £151,000 
for the reconstruction of the Fort Jameson- 
Lilongwe road, and £324,080 for the con- 
struction of housing for African Government 
employees. 

Grants to the West INpIgs included 
£256,000 for the construction of the East 
Bank-road, Demerara, in British Guiana, and 
£200,000 for building elementary schools in 
Jamaica. 

THE FEDERATION OF MALAYA received 2 
supplementary grant of £408,250 for the 
construction of a road between Temerloh 
and Maran to complete the link between 
the west and east coasts, and £410,000 for 
the construction of a teachers’ training 
college at Penang. SINGAPORE received 
£175,000 for an Urban Health centre, while 
SARAWAK was granted £175,000 for the con- 
struction of a mental hospital. 


BUILDERS’ TEAM FOR USA 


Messrs. John Laing and Son, Ltd., have 
sent a productivity team of eleven senior 
members to USA, where they are spending 
three weeks studying American methods in 
building and civil engineering. The teams 
is led by Mr. G. W. Greenhow. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing and Industry 


FoR the second time within a week the 
Government’s housing policy came 
under scrutiny in the House of Lords. On 
June 29 Lorp BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH dealt 
with that aspect relating to the relief of 
urban congestion and the maintenance of 
green belts. He urged the need for a full 
use of the powers in the Town Development 
Act, 1952, to relieve congestion and the 
establishment of green belts to prevent 
further sprawl by large cities into the 
countryside. ‘ 
In presenting his motion, which the House 
accepted with Government approval, he 
began by considering the quality of houses, 
asserting that the first priority was environ- 
ment and not size. In families where there 
were small children, flats in multi-storeyed 
buildings were second best. The best had to 
be obtained: the worst, which he character- 
ised as the “ urbanisation ” of the population 
had to be avoided. The aim must be to 
check the growth of population in urban 
agglomerations, or better still to discourage 
it by building houses elsewhere. 


Of the six million houses which it had 
been estimated would be needed in the next 
20 years, half should be in the big towns 
and half out of them. Two million would 
be required for new population and four 
million for rehousing and overcrowding 
The ideal family home within touch of the 
countryside ought to be their objective. 

His suggested allocation of housing needs 
together with factory building would 
demand about 500,000 acres of open land, 
and it need not be good farm land, but good 
building land. Immense sums could be saved 


_by building flats rather than houses. He 


urged the Minister to examine the subsidy 
with a view to revising it because he thought 
it possible to save millions of pounds which 
could be put to excellent use in helping 
agriculture by farm improvement or land 
reclamation. 

VISCOUNT GAGE suggested that the pace 
of expanding country towns in  south- 
eastern England should not be too fast. 
There was no evidence that the objective 
of new towns, that of reducing congestion 
in the large towns, was being achieved. As 
soon as industries left London and else- 
where for the new towns others moved in. 
Nor did there seem to be any reduction in 
the number of offices. Skyscrapers were 
being contemplated for the City of London 
to provide office accommodation. 

THE EARL OF LISTOWEL said that in Lon- 
don the acuteness of the problem of congestion 
had no equal anywhere else inthe world. If the 
existing council estates and new towns had 
taken their share of the surplus population 
there would still remain 135,000 people who 
would have to go into expanded towns 
between 50 and 100 miles outside London. 
They were the people for whom accom- 
modation and work was being sought. The 
LCC housing list had diminished by 5,000 
in the last five months. He urged the 


Government to make some changes of policy 
and administration which were vital, par- 
ticularly for areas such as London, to any 
quick or satisfactory progress in the dispersal 
of industry and the growth of small towns. 
One of the biggest difficulties was to intro- 
duce new industries in these towns, and it 
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was aggravated by a conflict between the 
Board of Trade and the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government about policy. 

Lorp SILKIN, while proposing the need 
for flats which he admitted were expensive 
to build, suggested an inquiry into this 
aspect. Were too many offices being built 
in London and more people being attracted 
there, he inquired. An endeavour had been 
made to restrict industry, but there did not 
seem to be any restriction on offices. 

THE EARL OF SELKIRK, Paymaster-General, 
replying to the debate, said that the steady 
increase in the population of London had 
been checked. The proper maintenance 
of London’s green belt was easier, although 
in the provinces it was not so satisfactory. 
There, local authorities were preserving 
green belts by administrative action. The 
Government accepted their duty to prevent 
unrestricted sprawl. In the last two years 
1,700 acres had been retained as green belt 
land because of appeals dismissed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. That did not take account of 
applications for building which had been 
refused by local authorities and which were 
not the subject of any appeal. 

The stage would soon be reached when 
there would be no room left for building 
houses inside the green belt at all: that 
was so whether the area was London, Glas- 
gow, Liverpool or Manchester. Eight of 
the 15 new towns were effective in reducing 
congestion. 

Already 25,000 houses had been built in 
these new towns and 163 firms moved into 
factories. Another 8,000 houses were in 
various stages of completion, and 53 more 
factories were being erected. The expand- 
ing town development scheme brought 
exporting and receiving authorities together 
in full co-operation before work began. 
The arrangements announced last month 
for expanding towns would be sufficient to 
prove attractive to receiving and exporting 
authorities. About 20 small towns were 
considering the possibility of relieving con- 
gestion in larger urban areas. 

In congested areas big corporations had 
to use to the maximum the ground that was 
available for re-housing. It was virtually 
impossible to build new houses except in 
replacement of old ones so that the actual 
population to an acre was not likely to 
increase. It would decrease. Industry 
should not step in and continue to work on 
an old site without getting planning 
permission. 

There was only one solution and that was 
for the local authority to buy the factory. 
To enable local authorities to do so the 
Government were prepared to pay 50 per 
cent. of the loss involved in such a trans- 
action. If a person was persuaded else- 
where he must be allowed the value of the 
vacated premises. 


RURAL HOUSING 


Mr. DuncAN SANDYS (Minister of Hous- 
ing), in a written reply to Mr. D. Freeth on 
June 28, stated that he preferred not to try 
and forecast the future rate of rural house- 
building. The number built in England and 
Wales in 1954 was 44,737. The rehousing 
of families in hutted*camps is one of the 
factors taken into account in issuing author- 
isations, but no part of an authorisation is 
specifically tied to a particular purpose. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 


SCHOOL BUILDING 

Sir Davip Ecc Les, replying on June 23 
to Mr. J. Johnson, said that during the year 
ended February 1, 1955, the latest date for 
which figures were available, 161 new 
secondary schools were completed and 222 
started. A further 558 were scheduled to 
start between February 1 last and March 31, 
1956. 

IDENTICAL STEEL QUOTATIONS 

Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS asked the Minister 
of Supply on June 27 what directions had 
been given by him under the Iron and Steel 
Act, 1955, to the Iron and Steel Board to 
prevent iron and steel companies participat- 
ing in price rings, such as the recent identi- 
cal quotations to various local authorities 
for the delivery and erection of structural 
steel. 

Mr. REGINALD MAUDLING: None. 

Mr. Strauss said that these identical 
quotations contained items for delivery and 
erection of structura] steel. If the Minister 
was not taking any action did that not mean 
that he was giving silent approval to the 
practice of identical tendering to local 
authorities ——-Mr. MAuDLING said that the 
supply of structural steel for buildings was 
not within the responsibility of the Iron and 
Steel Board. It was being investigated by 
the Monopolies Commission. 

Mr. Strauss asked if the Minister would 
agree that it was within the responsibility 
of the old Iron and Steel Corporation.—- 
Mr. MAUDLING said he did not think so. 

Mr. CHETWYND said that under national- 
isation the Minister was able to intervene to 
increase the prices of steel against the advice 
of the chairman of the nationalised board. 
If the Government could intervene then io 
put up prices, why, he asked, were they so 
reluctant to intervene now to keep them 
down. 

Mr. MAUDLING said that the prices of 
steel products which came under the Iron 
and Steel Board were fixed by an indepen- 
dent statutory body at a reasonable level, 
and a level which was much below the levels 
of competing countries. As for nationalisa- 
tion he found it hard to believe that a 
Minister, even if he had the power, would 
order different units of the nationalised in- 
dustry to quote different prices for identical 
products. 


NEW FACTORIES 

Mr. DONALD KaABERRY, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade, replying 
to questions by Mr. Gower on June 28, said 
that according to the latest information, 77 
new industrial buildings and extensions of 
more than 5,000 sq. ft. were completed in 
Wales in 1954, and 1,652 in Great Britain. 
He could not forecast what numbers would 
be completed during 1955. 

Mr. Kaperry told Mr. Slater on June 28 
that according to the latest information 
available to the Board of Trade, 45 new 
industrial buildings and extensions of more 
than 5,000 sq. ft. were completed in Durham 
in 1954, and 48 were under construction. 
Sixteen of these were in South Tyneside, six 
in Wearside, 14 in the rest of the coalfields 
area, 10 in Teeside and the Hartlepools, and 
two in the Darlington-Barnard Castle area. 
He could not say what the numbers would 
be in 1956. 
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COST-PLUS CONTRACTS 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, in a written reply to Mr. 
D. Renton on June 28, stated that it was 
the general policy that Government depart- 
ments should not enter into cost-plus con- 
tracts for public works. But in some cases, 
for example, where the work to be done was 
of an exceptional nature, or unusually diffi- 
cult to cost in advance, it was not always 
practicable to adhere to this rule. 


PART I PLANNING PAYMENTS 
VISCOUNT HINCHINGBROOKE asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many applications for payment under 
Part I of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1954, in respect of loss of development 
value were outstanding on December 31, 
1954, and at the latest convenient date, 
respectively; and whether he was satisfied 
that the CLB staff available was sufficient. 
Mr. SANDYS: The Act did not come into 
operation until January 1, 1955, by which 
time the Board had received 3,541 applica- 
tions. The issue of determinations and pay- 
ments on these applications began immedi- 
ately after January 1. By June 17, the 
Board had received 91,000 applications, of 
which 15,000 have been paid and 14,000 
found not to qualify for a payment. Another 
3,000 payments have been determined and 
will be paid as soon as the statutory period 
for appeals expires. This progress is 
reasonably satisfactory having regard to the 
difficulties inherent in many of these cases: 
but I will continue to watch the position. 


AN OIL REFINERY 


THE POSSIBILITY of the construction of a 
second oil refinery at the entrance to 
Southampton Water on the opposite bank 
to the one at Fawley, was mentioned in the 
House of Lords on June 29. For the 
Government, LorD MANCROFT said that he 
was aware that this matter had created some 
local controversy, but before a decision of 
this importance was finally taken there was 
almost bound to be a public inquiry. 


AFRICAN HOUSING 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies why the Northern 
Rhodesian Government was withdrawing 
the subsidy from African housing; and 
what proportion this new economic rent 
would form of average African wages. 

Mr. LENNOx-BoypD, in a written reply on 
June 29, stated.—The objects are: to reduce 
the financial burden, using the savings for 
new housing; to relieve the housing short- 
age by encouraging employers and Africans 
to build their own houses; and to impress 
upon employers the true cost of housing 
their African employees. As the African 
wage earners who comprise 97 per cent. of 
those housed in urban areas have their rent 
paid in full by their employers, the increase 
in the rent will not deprive them of any 
part of their wages. 


MANAGING CROWN LANDS 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT by the Prime Minister 
in the Commons on June 30 that the Govern- 
ment intended to set up a board of trustees 
to manage Crown lands is a dying echo of 
the Crichel Down case which created con- 
siderable controversy earlier this year and 
led to the resignation of Sir Thomas Dug- 
dale as Minister of Agriculture. 

Sir Anthony Eden told the House that the 
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recommendation to establish such a board 
had been made by the committee, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, 
set up six months ago to _ investigate 
questions raised by the report of Sir Andrew 
Clarke, including the organisation for the 
administration of Crown Lands. The re- 
organisation, the Prime Minister added, 
could not be fully carried into effect with- 
out legislation, but the Government hoped 
to take certain preliminary action in 
advance of legislation. Meanwhile, they 
would examine the other recommendations 
in the report, some of which would require 
legislation. A Bill would be introduced 
soon. 


INDUSTRIAL DERATING 


PROMISES that he would investigate some 
effects of rating procedure with the prospect 
of removing some anomalies, which will 
arise from the new method of valuations, 
were all that the House of Commons could 
secure from Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, during 
their three days detailed investigation of the 
Rating and Valuation (Miscellaneous Pro- 
visions) Bill. On the wider scope of rating 
matters and the principle of the Bill the 
Minister was adamant in his refusal to yield 
to the blandishments of the Opposition, 
although they tried hard to break his resolu- 
tion. 


Attempts were made to secure the aboli- 
tion of industrial derating, to have unoccu- 
pied premises rated and to introduce the 
principle of rating of site values. These 
would have involved considerable alterations 
to the rating system, which the Minister 
pointed out, it would have been wrong to 
deal with in a measure which tidied up some 
of the loose ends of previous legislation and 
simplify the process by which the valuation 
lists would be introduced in the spring of 
next year. It was not, he thought the 
occasion on which to make so revolutionary 
a change as the derating of industry. Before 
considering whether there was a sound 
reason for the re-rating of industry it was 
necessary to consider the structure of local 
government finance as a whole. A study 
of the problems involved in such a review 
had already been started by Government 
departments. That inquiry would take 
several months, and there would of 
necessity have to be further consultations 
with the local government associations and 
other interests concerned. 

They would push ahead as fast as they 
could, but he warned the House that it would 
not be possible to reach a final decision 
until the outcome of the revaluation next 
year could be appreciated. The review 
would be most comprehensive: pending the 
outcome of the inquiry, in which all aspects 
of local government finance would be dealt 
with, it would be wrong for the Government 
to prejudge the matter. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary, 
Treasury, replying to a question from Mr. 
D. Houghton, on June 30, said that the new 
rating valuation would not automatically 
result in a revision of assessments for income 
tax Schedule A. No such revision could 
be made without fresh legislation. |The 
Royal Commission on the Taxation of Pro- 
fits and Income had made certain recom- 
mendations in their final report, but the 
Chancellor had not yet completed his con- 
sideration of the matter. 
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HOSPITAL BUILDING 


Mr. IAIN MacLeop, Minister of Health, 
in a written reply on July 1 gave further 
details of the plans for hospital building, 
which he announced to the Commons in 
February. These details listed 35 major 
projects, including the starting of several 
new hospitals, to be spread over the years 
1956-57 and 1957-58. 

The Minister said that, to encourage 
speedy action by hospital boards, he had 
included in the list projects to a total value 
of more than £17,500,000 which had been 
allocated. It would not be possible to start 
all of them in the period specified, but in 
general those projects which were ready 
soonest would be started first. 

* The proposed works are listed on page 72.— 

Epiror. 


NEW ROADS PROGRAMME 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED in Parliament on July 
5 by Mr. JoHN BoypD-CARPENTER, Minister 
of Transport, that new six-lane motorways 
with “ fly-over” junctions to link London 
and the North are included in an £85million 
Government road programme. They are to 
cost £250,000 a mile. 

Mr. Boyd-Carpenter said that it was pro- 
posed within the next three years to authorise 
the 53-mile first section of the London-York- 
shire motorway, which will run from the 
proposed St. Albans by-pass to Birmingham. 
Work on a new motorway from a point 
north of Birmingham to the Preston by-pass, 
about 94 miles away, will be started during 
the first stage of the London-Yorkshire 
motorway. 

Details were also given of new by-passes 
at St. Albans, Doncaster, Preston, Lancaster, 
Maidenhead, Maidstone and Ross Spur. 
These include schemes for bridges at Bray, 
Queenhill and east of Preston. 


Ee ts 
Camberwell Experiment 


AT A MEETING of the London County 
Council on June 28, Mr. NORMAN FARMER 
asked Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of the 
housing committee, concerning the experi- 
mental arrangements for developing the 
Picton-street site, Camberwell, which  in- 
cluded the nomination of a specially selected 
firm as contractor: Would he please report 
on the progress of this development? What 
was the cost per dwelling compared with 
a similar contract tendered for in the usual 
manner and had the promised “ savings in 
cost” and “ quicker construction” actually 
been achieved? 

Mr. FISKE replied that the structure of 
the first of the 11-storey blocks had reached 
first-floor level and that of three of the four- 
storey blocks was approaching roof level. 
Work was proceeding satisfactorily within 
time limits agreed with the contractor. In 
answer to the second part of the question 
he said that at this stage of the building 
contract it was not possible to give the 
actual cost per dwelling, and, in accordance 
with the terms of the contract, the progress 
and costs of the work would be reviewed in 
October, 1955, and the results reported to 
the committee. 

Mr. NORMAN FARMER wondered if the 
chairman felt that the introduction of alu- 
minium balustrades and balconies was a 
practical way of effecting savings in cost, 
and would he please investigate? 


* 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Proposed Flats on Esher Backland: 
Council's Objection U pheld 


HE refusal of the Esher UDC, acting 
on behalf of Surrey CC, to permit the 
erection of a three-storey block of 12 flats 
and four garages on half an acre of back- 
land at the rear of Nos. 109-111, High-street, 
Esher, was the subject of a recent appeal by 
Denhams Garage (Esher), Ltd., before an 
Inspector appointed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

On behalf of the appellants, it was stated 
that the design of the proposed building had 
been amended to give a mansard roof, thus 
reducing the overall height of the building, 
which had been planned so that the domestic 
offices faced away from the houses to the 
south-east. There were only three proper- 
ties, they said, which could possibly be 
affected and there were trees in the gardens 
which would substantially screen the flats. 
The scheme was no more excessive than 
some other blocks of flats in Esher and in 
the appellants’ view the proposed develop- 
ment would not result in depreciation of 
the value of the adjoining properties. 

For the Council, it was stated that they 
had refused consent to the scheme as it was 
felt that, whilst the building was well de- 
signed in itself, it was too big for this par- 
ticular site and would unreasonably overlook 
adjoining properties. 

It was represented on behalf of 27 
persons who lived in the low-density 
residential estate to the south-east that they 
were entitled to protection from unreason- 
able intrusions on adjoining land. The 
proposed development was contrary to the 
provisions of the development plan now 
before the Minister, as the site was part of 
an area with a proposed gross residential 
density of six persons per acre only. The 
proposals submitted by the appellants repre- 
sented the intensive development of an odd 
piece of backland and if this principle were 
extended throughout Esher the population 
would increase considerably. They were 
not opposed to any development of the site 
but asked that it should be in reasonable 
conformity with neighbouring properties. 

In dismissing the appeal the Minister 
States that he agrees with the Council that 
the proposed residential scheme is quite un- 
suitable for this half-acre of backland and 
would not be in keeping with the surround- 
ing residential development. 


Proposal to Erect New Printing Works 
at Hampton Hill: Appeal Dismissed 
by Minister 

HE Hampton Press, Ltd., have lost their 
appeal against the refusal of Twicken- 

ham Borough Council to allow them to 
erect a printing works on land adjoining 
No. 98, High-street, Hampton Hill.  Per- 
mission had been refused by the Council, 
acting on behalf of the Middlesex CC, on 
the grounds that the proposal conflicted with 
the provisions of the County Development 
Plan, in which the land is allocated for resi- 
dential purposes, and that the proposed 
development would constitute the introduc- 
tion of a general industrial use in an area 
Which is mainly residential in character and 
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would thereby be injurious to the amenities 
of the locality. 

The appeal site, which is vacant land, has 
a frontage of about 70 ft. to High-street and 
a depth of some 210 ft.; to the north of it 
the land is developed residentially and to the 
south there are mixed uses, the site itself 
adjoining a service garage. 

It was stated on behalf of the appellants 
that they had been in business as printers at 
Hampton for about 140 years; that they 
occupied two sites, both near the appeal 
site, one at 38, High-street, where composi- 
tors only were now employed, and the other 
at 165, High-street, where the printing 
machines were housed. Both premises, 
which were rented, were inadequate and 
the appellants wished to put up a modern 
building so as to organise their business on 
more up-to-date lines and to provide better 
facilities for their employees. Their printing 
business consisted largely of local work and 
it was necessary for them to remain in the 
neighbourhood. The design of the proposed 
building would be agreed with the local 
planning authority and, if need be, a flat 
would be incorporated and the front con- 
structed so as to resemble a shop. Only 
moderate expansion of the business was 
envisaged. It was urged that although the 
site was in an area included in the County 
Development Plan for residential purposes, 
the proposed use of the land would not 
injure the amenities of the area. Permission 
had, in fact, been given by the Council for 
the use of the land for storage purposes and 
the adjoining garage had been used for 
various industries. 

On behalf of the Council it was argued 
that whilst the industrial activities on the 
adjacent premises made it unreasonable to 
insist upon residential use of the appeal site, 
the site should serve as a useful break 
between the established industry to the south 
and the dwelling-houses to the north; and 
it was considered that the conditional per- 
mission which had been given in June, 1954, 
to erect storage buildings on the appeal site 
would provide for this. The Council were 
strongly opposed to the extension to the site 
of industry, which would seriously threaten 
local residential amenity and render it diffi- 
cult for them to resist future applications 
for the spread of industrial development into 
the residential zone. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
notes that the two buildings which the 
appellants proposed to vacate could con- 
tinue to be used for industrial purposes and 
that, together with their occupation of the 
appeal site, the effect of their proposal 
would be to increase the industrial potential 
of the area. After taking into account of 
the general policy to restrain the growth of 
industry in the London area, and in par- 
ticular the need to limit the amount of land 
in Middlesex devoted to industrial purposes, 
the Minister has come to the conclusion that 
he would not be justified in granting per- 
mission for the development under appeal. 


Conversion of House into Offices 
Allowed Subject to Curtaining of 
Windows 
(THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has allowed the appeal 
of Mrs. E. M. F. Edmonds against the 
refusal of the Enfield UDC to allow her 
six-bedroomed house, 126, London-road, to 
be converted into offices on condition that 
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after conversion the windows shall remain 
curtained. 

The Council had refused permission for 
the conversion on the ground that the pro- 
posal was contrary to the provisions of the 
County Development Plan, under which the 
site was zoned for residential purposes. It 
was considered by the Council that the area 
allocated for business purposes in the town 
was reasonable in the light of estimated 
future demands and, apart from this, if the 
appellant’s application was allowed a prece- 
dent would be created for similar applica- 
tions in respect of neighbouring properties. 

Mrs. Edmonds’s case was that she found 
the house too large for her sole occupation. 
She had offered it to the County Council 
and to various institutions, as well as putting 
it into the hands of estate agents. Conver- 
sion into flats would be difficult and ex- 
pensive because of the layout of the house. 
She suggested that it would be better for the 
premises to be used as offices, for which 
there was a pressing demand, than to be left 
to become dilapidated and unsightly. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
says he feels that no serious harm to the 
amenities of the neighbourhood would result 
from the development. 

The Householders’ Privacy: Right to 
Erect Fence Upheld 
() BJECTING to the fence, 6 ft. high, 
which Mr. Betts, of Rectory-park, 
Sanderstead, has erected along the front of 
his property, other residents of Rectory-park 
protested to the Council. Ultimately a 
Ministerial inquiry was conducted by corre- 
spondence and as a result the residents will 
have to resign themselves to the sight of the 
fence and the loss of the view behind it. 

The Minister, in the course of his decision, 
states: “A householder is entitled to 
reasonable privacy for his house and 
garden if he so wishes, and neighbours have 
no prescriptive right to views across his 
land. The Minister is unable to agree that 
a well-constructed wood pale fence is open 
to objection on the grounds of appearance, 
and the mere newness of the timber is a 
feature that will mellow in ‘time. The fence 
which Mr. Betts has constructed does not 
obstruct the visibility of traffic along 
Rectory-park, and does not block out any 
notable landscape view which it might be 
desirable to retain in the public interest.” 


Housing Scheme Proposed at Sidcup: 
Minister Upholds Objection 


OLLOWING a local Inquiry, the 
Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government has dismissed the appeal by 
Normans Housing (Bexleyheath), Ltd., 
against the refusal of the Chislehurst and 
Sidcup Urban District Council, acting for 
the Kent County Council, to grant planning 
permission for the erection of 57 dwellings 
on land at 4, and 34, Blackfen-road, Sidcup. 
The site has an area of 5.7 acres, part of 
which is a market garden and pig holding, 
the remainder being used for grazing. 

The Minister, giving his decision, acknow- 
ledges a considerable demand for houses 
in the area, but states that he has 
come to the conclusion that the local plan- 
ning authority are right in seeking to 
preserve the appeal site free from develop- 
ment as a part of a green break between 
the London County Council develop- 
ment and development to the east. 
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DEFECT IN HOUSE 
Question of Surveyor’s Liability in 
Advising Purchase 


JF a surveyor, making an inspection and 
report for a prospective house pur- 
chaser, omits to tell his client of certain 
defects in the house, should he be held liable 
to pay for repairs to remedy those defects? 
“Tt does not follow,” said Judge Wilfrid 
Clothier, QC, at Lambeth County Court on 
June 27. But he ruled that if the surveyor 
was guilty of negligence then he is liable 
to pay damages to his client. He also 
ruled that the full cost of remedying the 
defects should not be the measure of 
damages. 

Mr. Alfred Conn, surveyor, of Lyham- 
road, Brixton, SW, sued Mr. and Mrs. C. T. 
Munday, of Lausanne-road, Peckham, SE, 
for £17 11s. surveying fees. Mr. and Mrs. 
Munday counterclaimed £100 damages, the 
cost of remedying woodworm and dampness 
in their home. They allege that Mr. Conn, 
in making a report before Mrs. Munday 
bought the house, did not inspect the cellar 
and therefore did not see woodworm, and 
that he “did not sufficiently emphasise ” the 
seriousness and extent of dampness in the 
house. 

Another case in which Mr. and Mrs. 
Munday were defendants was heard and 
decided at the same time. That was a 
claim against them by a builder, Mr. Robert 
Claxton, of Crawfew-grove, East Dulwich, 
SE, for £75 3s. 6d., part of his bill for work 
done at the house. Mr. and Mrs. Munday 
counterclaimed £51 on the grounds that the 
work was not done properly, and, in part, 
not done at all. They further counterclaimed 
£127 from Claxton on the grounds that War 
Damage repairs he had done were badly 
done and would have to be done again. 

Evidence in the case was heard by the 
Official Referee, who also inspected the pro- 
perty. He then made a report for each case 
for the Judge. His recommendations in the 
case concerning the builder, Mr. Claxton, 
were accepted by both sides, and by Judge 
Clothier. The Referee found that items of 
work were “not fully complete and not 
properly executed” and recommended that 
£21 should be deducted from Claxton’s 
account. The War Damage repairs were 
“structurally sound” but “not well- 
finished.” The faults were not bad enough 
to need rebuilding, but they would adversely 
affect the price of the house if it were re- 
sold, and the Referee suggested damages of 
£25 to compensate Mr. and Mrs. Munday 
for this. 

In the case of Mr. Conn, the surveyor, 
the Referee said: “ Mr. Conn admitted that 
he did not go into the cellar on his inspec- 
tion, and he said, ‘I did not know there 
was a cellar.” The Referee thought that 
damages should not be given against Conn 
for “lack of supervision of the building 
work ” unless the claim for damages against 
the builder was not successful. 

Conn had advised Mrs. Munday that 
£1,000 would be the value of the house, and 
she had subsequently bought it for that 
price. An expert witness had valued ihe 
house at £650, and another had said £1,125. 
The Referee himself came to the conclusion 
that the house was worth £900 at the time 
of the sale. 

Mr. Peter Dow, counsel for Mr. and Mrs. 
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Munday, asked Judge Clothier to hold that 
Conn was liable for the full £100 that it was 
estimated it would cost to cure the wood- 
worm. But Judge Clothier said: “I recoil 
from the suggestion that a surveyor who 
does not advise his client on every defect 
in a house must pay the full cost of remedy- 
ing those defects as if he were the owner. 
All the way through, Conn has said, ‘ Well, 
I advised you to pay £1,000 and I stand on 
that and will take the house off your hands 
myself at that price.’ 

“J do not think it is right to say that a 
surveyor must pay to rectify all the defects 
he does not discover. The learned Referee 
was amply justified in holding that Mr. Conn 
was negligent. He should pay for his negli- 
gence. But I do not think the full cost of 
the repairs is the right measure of damages. 

“The true measure must be this: What 
damage did the purchaser suffer by receiving 
faulty advice from this surveyor? It does 
not follow that she would have deducted 
£100 from her offer of £1,000 on being told 
of the woodworm, and limited her offer to 
£900. Weighing all the circumstances, I 
think Conn should pay £50 for his negli- 
gence.” 

Judge Clothier gave judgment for Conn 
on his claim for £17 11s. fees, plus costs, 
against Mr. and Mrs. Munday. He gave 
judgment for Mr. and Mrs. Munday for £50 
damages against Conn, plus costs on the 
counterclaim only. He gave judgment for 
Mr. Claxton, the builder, on his claim for 
£53 11s. 6d. (the claim, less the set-off 
counterclaimed) and costs, and judgment 
against Claxton on the counterclaimed £25 
concerning War Damage repairs, and costs. 


LATE COMPLETION OF 
CONTRACT 


Builder’s Successful Reliance on 
“ Bad Weather” Clause 


e) UDGE WILFRID CLOTHIER, QC, 

had two questions affecting the master 
builder to decide in a case at Lambeth 
County Court on June 23. The first: Can 
a builder and decorator rely on a clause 
printed on his estimate form to avoid 
liability if bad weather makes it impossible 
to complete a job by its completion date? 
The second: Should a householder give 
tea to workmen on the job? 

Mr. H. W. Leake, builder and decorator, 
of Croxted-road, Herne Hill, SE, brought 
the action against his customer, claiming 
£27 6s. 6d. Mr. Victor Lemieux, counsel 
representing Mr. Leake, explained that Mr. 
Leake had tendered for the job of carrying 
out repairs and decorations to a house in 
Hampstead for Mr. E. Kornis, who had 
been the leaseholder. The lease was to 
come to an end on November 30 last year, 
and the repairs were to comply with a 
dilapidations clause in the lease. Mr. 
Leake’s tender of £680 was accepted. On 
his estimate, made in August, was a printed 
exclusion clause, which read: “ Any agree- 
ment as to time for completion shal] not 
be binding in the event of delays due to 
inclement weather, any strikes or combina- 
tion of workmen, or lock-outs, affecting any 
of the building trades or markets thereof.” 

When the tender was accepted, in October, 
Mr. Kornis pointed out that they had to 
vacate the house by November 30. Mr. 
Kornis, in evidence, told the judge: “I 
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was ready to place my order on my terms, 
and my terms were that the work must be 
finished by the end of November. If he 
had not agreed to that, I would not have 
given him the order.” 

Mr. Seymour Craig, counsel for the 
defendant, argued that this insistence on the 
completion date over-rode the clause on the 
estimate. The estimate, he said, was not 
the contract. The contract was made later, 
on the condition that the work was done 
by the date given. 

The work was not, in fact, completed 
until December 15, because of bad weather, 
Condensation on walls and woodwork 
delayed painting. Mr. Leake said he had 
done everything possible to finish the job 
on time, and had even taken 2 cwt. of coke 
to the house to warm it. 


Because of the delay, Mr. Kornis had had 
to pay £11 11s. extra rent. He had deducted 
this amount from Mr. Leake’s bill. Mr, 
Leake then sent him an extra work account 
totalling £15 15s. 6d. Items included 
moving furniture, disposing of household 
rubbish, and taking up carpets and lino. 
This account was not paid. Mr. Leake 
sued for that and for the £11 Ils. 

Mrs. Blanche Kornis: I asked them to 
take up the carpets. I made tea for them 
three times a day, and I reckon I saved 
them five hours a day by doing so. | 
thought they helped with the carpets and 
furniture as a gesture for the tea. 

Mr. Leake: I do not encourage this tea- 
making business. I think very often people 
do it with an ulterior motive. 

Judge Clothier agreed with him. “ You 
would have been getting the services of the 
men he has to pay free by giving them tea. 
No wonder he does not like it. You should 
be careful or you may have a counter-claim 
against you for making his men idle.” On 
the other point the judge said: “‘ Mr. Kornis 
was wrong in deducting the £11 11s. But 
I think this deduction irritated Mr. Leake 
and goaded him into making a larger claim 
for extras than he would have done.” He 
set the figure for extra work at £9. “If 
time is to be made of the essence of the con 
tract,” the judge ruled, “the parties must 
be shown to have agreed that time was 
of the essence. When Mr. Leake made the 
estimate of £680 there was no time limit. 
If in October he had been told fhat if he 
did not finish the work on time he would 
be liable for damages, I think he would 
have asked a larger sum for the job.” 

He gave judgment for Mr. Leake for £9 
and £11 11s., plus costs. 


ART BOOKS LIST 


An_ illustrated brochure, showing _ the 
appearance and giving the essential details 
of their 1955 publications on art, has been 
issued by Phaidon Press, 5 Cromwell- 
place, SW7. 


BIRMINGHAM HOUSING 


Birmingham has built 22,000 houses since 
the war—representing a new town of 70,000 
people, stated the City Architect, Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, AMTPI, on June 
15. He was opening an exhibition in Birming- 
ham entitled “‘ Your House,” which has been 
staged by the Birmingham and Five Counties 
Architectural Association. 
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FUEL RESEARCH 


Cheaper Central Heating 


‘PHE large and varied programme of work 
being carried out by the British Coal 
Utilisation Research Association at their 
laboratories at Leatherhead, Surrey, was 
open to review by visitors on three “ open 
days” held on June 8, 9 and 10. 


Improvement in the use of coal demands 
not only engineering investigations of the 
factors influencing the performance of plant, 
but also basic studies of coal and its physical 
and chemical characteristics. In addition, 
many matters such as heat transfer and in- 
strumentation, which are ancillary to plant 
operation, have to be investigated. Work 
in all these directions is in progress at 
Leatherhead. 


Work on forced-circulation central ‘heat- 
ing, with small-bore piping, has progressed 
in the domestic appliance laboratories. This 
system aims at making household central 
heating, combined with hot water supply, 
cheaper to install and more controllable in 
operation. 


A demonstration unit showed convenient 
and unobtrusive methods of pipe installa- 
tion, which avoid the costs of structural 
work and redecoration generally involved 
with conventional methods. Circuits for the 
laboratory testing of the system were also 
shown, as well as a sound-proof cabinet 
for assessing pump noise, and a test rig for 
measuring pump performance. 


FREE-STANDING FIRES 


Laboratory tests have shown that the free- 
standing convector type fire, with restricted 
throat, as developed by the BCURA, gives 
a substantially higher room heating effi- 
ciency than the ordinary open fire. Some of 
these fires were shown to visitors in attrac- 
tive new types of setting, and also in a 
conventional setting. Following the suc- 
cessful bench testing of this type of fire, 
arrangements were made to discover how 
they would be used by the average family. 


Field tests were carried out in over 40 
houses of medium size in the Leatherhead 
area. Volunteers representing typical 
families in the lower middle income group 
used first their ordinary open fires for a 
period and then the new appliances. 
Although complete weather records were 
kept, a control group used ordinary fires 
throughout the tests to make the comparison 
more certain. The results showed that, when 
using these new fires in their own way, 
householders reduced their fuel consump- 
tion by about 21 per cent., thus proving 
that substantial fuel economies are possible 
with appliances having a sufficiently in- 
creased efficiency. 


Nevertheless, the saving in fuel was not in 
direct proportion to the increase in efficiency, 
some of the improvement being taken in 
the form of greater comfort. This was con- 
firmed by measurements in the rooms. 


The extensive range of data obtained from 
these tests is still being analysed, but the 
results obtained so far have stimulated con- 
siderable interest in the appliance manufac- 
turing industry and the rate of production 
of free-standing convector fires with re- 
stricted throats is rapidly increasing. 
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ROADS MODERNISATION 
A Call for Action 


T so happens that we are holding our 
annual general meeting on the 73rd 
anniversary of the death of Mr. J. A. Han- 
som, inventor of the famous vehicle which 
was quite capable of moving as fast as we 
do now in many of our city streets,” said 
Lord Derwent, chairman of the British Road 
Federation, speaking in London on June 29. 
“If Mr. Hansom were here to-day—pre- 
sumably as the representative of the Society 
of Cab Manufacturers and _ Traders’, 
assuming the motor vehicle had not been 
invented—he would be supporting our 
campaign for road and street modernisation, 
complaining about the cab chaos on our 
highways and calling for realistic action 
from the Government. And the resurrected 
Mr. Hansom would be quite right; on the 
roads in Britain this has become the Age of 
Standstill instead of the Age of Speed. 


“Tt has been emphasised to most people 
in these recent weeks how vitally important 
transport is to our economy. A further 
slowing down in our capacity to move 
people and goods means a body blow to our 
standard of living. 

“What, for example, is going on at the 
moment on the London Cromwell-road 
Extension which was discussed more than 
30 years ago. Because of inadequate finance 
and the uncertain fate of other equally 
important schemes within the London Area, 
vital sections such as the Hammersmith 
Viaduct and the widening of Talgarth-road 
are being omitted from the planned Exten- 
sion settled in 1948. There might well be a 
case for reviewing the 1948 plans in 1955 
and seeing if any improvements could be 
made in view of traffic needs seven years 
later, but there can surely be no excuse 
whatever for cutting the scheme down. 
Traffic tangles in the western approaches 
to London during the recent railway strike 
have been preview enough of what is going 
to happen in a few years’ time. 


DELAY “ ABSOLUTE NONSENSE ” 


“It is absolute nonsense that another 
three years or so must pass before con- 
struction begins on one of the motorways 
proposed nine years ago. In that time 
motor vehicles have increased from 3,100,000 
in 1946 to 6,250,000 now. In another four 
years they may well total 9,000,000. In 
other words, the road policy of the Govern- 
ment is mapped out for the next four years, 
but the road programme required to cope 
with our ever-growing volume of traffic 
has not yet been produced. We welcome 
good intentions by Governments, but we 
have always had them—at intervals—ever 
since the setting up of the late-lamented 
Road Fund. We cannot modernise and 
pave our road system with good intentions. 


“Since traditional methods of financing 
new road construction appear to be quite 
inadequate despite the present level of road- 
user taxation, there is every reason why the 
new highways should be financed by road 
loans administered if need be by a National 
Highway Authority.” 





*Mr. Hansom, of course, might have elected to 
speak as Editor of The Builder, which he founded in 
1842. But we are sure that, in whatever capacity 
he appeared, he would have supported Lord Derwent’s 
call for positive action! —Eprtor. 
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BUILDERS’ VISIT TO 
SWEDEN 


Comparisons of Construction Methods 
and Costs 


A PARTY of 43 members and friends 
from the Nottingham, Mansfield and 
Lincoln Association of Building Trades 
Employers visited Sweden from May 26 to 
June 6. 

On Sunday (May 29) a visit was made to 
the Swedish Water Laboratory, where 
models are made to scale of all hydro- 
electric schemes in Sweden before final 
construction, in order that the effect of the 
water on the surrounding land may be noted 
and adjusted and, more important still, that 
the flow of logs down the various rivers 
be unobstructed. 

On Tuesday the party made a most inter- 
esting tour of the inner and outer harbours, 
which included a visit to a works preparing 
timber for export to England. Several 
members had a considerable discussion with 
the sales manager of this works on the pre- 
sent high price of Swedish timber but were 
unable to negotiate any cheaper prices. 

During the afternoon Visits were made io 
three new schools, the last one being still 
under construction. The party was im- 
pressed by the high standards of construc- 
tion and fitments in these schools but could 
not understand the contrast between the 
marble floors and staircases inside the school 
and the unpaved and rough gravel surface 
of the playgrounds and most of the surround- 
ing roads. The comparative costs per pupil 
were £444 a place as compared with £147 
a place in England. In comparing these 
costs, however, account must be taken of 
the high rates of wages not only of the 
building operatives but of all operatives 
working in Sweden. 


LIGHT-WEIGHT MATERIALS 


On the Wednesday the party proceeded 
to Stockholm, where they were met by 
members of the Stockholm Building Con- 
tractors’ Association and the Association of 
Swedish Building Employers, and on the 
Thursday morning they visited various con- 
tracts under construction in the western 
parts of Stockholm, including visits to a new 
town. It was noted that most of the houses 
were being constructed in the form of flats 
with special light-weight blocks and beams 
composed of “ Siporex,” a light-weight con- 
struction material. The majority ef the flats 
were from four to eight storeys high and 
were very attractive not only in their design 
but in their situation, in natural surround- 
ings, where as many trees were left as pos- 
sible. Some comparisons were here made 
by the party on costs and it was noted that 
these were approximately double those of 
similar buildings in England. The Swedish 
contractors, however, stated that it was 
cheaper to build in the form of flats rather 
than normal semi-detached dwellings, as th= 
light-weight form of construction lent itself 
to flat construction. 

Visits were then made to a large under- 
ground shelter being built for defence pur 
poses. In the event of a war this could sleep 
20,000 persons and provide for all meals and 
other living amenities. Under peace-time 
conditions, the shelter, when completed. 
would be used as an underground garage 
for over 600 cars. 








COST OF HOUSING 


Houses and Flats in Mixed 
Development 


[S opening a debate in the House of 
Lords on June 29 (summarised “ In 
Parliament,” p. 63) Lord Balfour of Bur- 
leigh used figures taken from an article 
by Mr. F. J. Osborn (Chairman Executive, 
Town and Country Planning Association) 
in an article contributed to ** Lloyds Bank 
Review” for April last. These figures 
are: 


Housing Subsidies, England and Wales 


Revised scales as from April, 1955, 
capitalised at 4 per cent. for 60 years. 
(“ Lloyds Bank Review ” article assumed 
3} per cent.) 


per annum 

General Standard (urban house) £29 8s. £665 
Special Standard (agric., etc.) £36 Is. £816 
Flats (no lifts) £1,500-4,000 land £61 4s. £1,384 
£10-12, 000 land £71 £1, "606 
Flats (lifts) £1 ,500-4,000 land £76 19s. £1, "741 
£10-1 12,000 land £86 15s. £1 963 
£28- 30,000 land £108 7s. £27451 

A. Housing 50,000 anes in 16,000 
houses “a £10,640,000 

B. Housing 50,000 persons in 16,000 

lift flats sien at £10-12,000 an 
acre) : £31,408,000 

C. Mixed development (a practicable 

alternative) :— 

8,000 houses on land at £10-12,000 
(£1,109) £8,868,000 
8,000 houses in new towns (£655) £5,320,000 
Total subsidy cost (16,000) £14,188,000 


Saving by this practicable alternative £17,220,000 


Notes: 

Comparison of B (all flats) with A (all houses in small 
towns) shows that subsidy cost of flats on £10-12,000 
land is three times that of houses on £3,000 land in New 
Towns. 

This is perhaps academic, as some houses must be 
built on the old sites. If half the rehoused persons 
could be housed inside the cities at 15 to 20 an acre, the 
fair comparison is between B (all flats) and C (all houses, 
half inside, half outside). 

The practicable C would cost £34 millions more than 
the theoretical B (all houses in country towns). 

But C would save £17 millions over A, on 16,000 
houses for 50,000 persons—(more than £1,000 a dwelling). 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Neighbouring Council’s Clash 


‘NHELSEA BOROUGH COUNCIL have 
decided not to support the suggestion 
of their neighbour, Fulham, that the 
Ministry of Housing should be asked to 
withdraw or waive the requirement that to 
qualify- for an improvement grant each 
dwelling improved or provided by conver- 
sion must be self-contained. 

Fulham council want the Ministry to drop 
this requirement because it has prevented 
them from granting many applications for 
improvement grants which they have re- 
ceived. They are seeking the support of 
other local authorities. In giving their deci- 
sion Chelsea housing committee state:— 

““We have every sympathy with the object 
of the Fulham Borough Council—to secure 
improvement of sound houses in multiple 
letting—but we question whether this pro- 
posal would result in a workable arrange- 
ment. It is a statutory requirement that any 
accommodation improved or converted with 
the aid of a grant shall provide satisfactory 
accommodation for a period of not less than 
15 years, and that the owner shall agree to 
keep available for letting each unit of 
accommodation so improved or converted 
for the period fixed by the local authority. 
The local authority is also required, in many 
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cases, to fix a rent for the accommodation 
and is required to ensure that the conditions 
imposed are adhered to. 

“Many of the houses now in multiple 
letting are divided according to the needs 
of the present occupiers or on some other 
arbitrary basis and there can be no guaran- 
tee that the division will be satisfactory for 
a period of at least 15 years. If a grant 
were given, the local authority would be re- 
quired to see that these divisions were main- 
tained for the period fixed and that the rents 
were not exceeded or altered, or, alterna- 
tively, that the grant was repaid because of 
any infringement of the conditions. 

“We feel, therefore, that in existing 
housing conditions, improvement grants 
should only be given in respect of self-con- 
tained dwellings which will provide satis- 
factory accommodation for 15 years or more 
and that the Council should not support any 
proposal which might have the effect of re- 
ducing housing standards for the future.” 


Road Schemes Approved for Chelsea 


Chelsea Borough Council at its meeting on 
June 29 approved a road improvement 
scheme in King’s-road, by the new shopping 
centre at Cremorne Estate, at a cost at first 
not exceeding £5,200. 

Approval was also given to the complete 
scheme for the length of King’s-road 
between the community centre and the 
World’s End public house at an estimated 
cost of £25,000. 

A further scheme scheduled for 1956-57 
providing for improvement at the junction 
of Cheyne Walk, Cremorne-road and Lots- 
road at a cost of £13,000, received the 
council’s consent at the same time. 


UP-TO-DATE 
APPRENTICESHIP 


Minister's Comments at Exhibition 
Opening 


HE Minister of Works, The Rt. Hon. 
NIGEL BircH, OBE, MP, opening an 
exhibition of apprentices’ work at the Build- 
ing Centre, Store-street, London, WC1, on 
June 30, said that mechanisation had taken a 
lot of the drudgery out of building work. 
The new building tools were giving rise to 
a new sort of craftsmanship, which kept 
up with an age of machines and new 
materials. But, he asked, were all building 
sites as mechanised as they might be, and 
worthy of the type of boy which the indus- 
try must attract if it was to carry out at a 
proper cost its programme of industrial 
development and slum clearance? ‘“ Youth 
is a scarce commodity and out-of-date 
arrangements will not do.” 

Mr. Birch asked whether the industry’s 
apprenticeship arrangements were them- 
selves up to date? ‘The technical schools, 
as the exhibition shows, have taken over 
some of the work once taught more 
laboriously on sites. In the next few years 
a lot more space in technical schools and 
colleges will be devoted to building, and I 
have asked my Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council to report to me on the 
whole matter.” 

The Minister also said that it was import- 
ant to remember when considering the future 
that building could offer to a lively and 
ambitious boy what could not be put on 
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exhibition in a building centre—the oppor. 
tunities for promotion to foremanship, ang 
to supervisory work leading on to manage- 
ment in the full sense. These were matters 
which were engaging the attention of the 
leadets of the industry, and while the present 
exhibition showed one side of the work which 
the apprentice tackled, the other aspect of 
a boy’s opportunities should not be forgot- 
ten. 

SiR ALFRED Hurst, KBE, CB, chairman 
of the Building Centre Council, in introduc. 
ing Mr. Birch, said that although the Build- 
ing Centre was financially independent of 
the Government he was very proud of their 
association with Government Deparments, 
He went on to say that it was the object of 
the Building Centre to promote good build- 
ing and the industry’s primary need was 
for good recruits in adequate supply. He 
thought that they might be faced in the 
future with the problem of differentials and 
this might be a factor in future recruitment, 
However, building had the great attraction 
that it was not automatic—there would 
always be the need for human creative skill, 
He expressed his thanks to the Ministry of 
Works, the LMBA and the Schools of Build- 
ing in the London area for their help in 
organising the exhibition. 

Supporting the vote of thanks to the 
Minister proposed by Mr. L. J. HoLtoway, 
FIOB, president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, Mr. W. R. ALLEN, 
president of the London Regional Council, 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Operatives, said that one of the factors that 
deterred parents from entering their sons for 
the building industry was their lack of con- 
fidence in continuity of employment in the 
industry. They were still shadowed by 
unemployment in the past. He suggested 
that employers should get together to 


ensure continuity of employment to all 
operatives. 
Mr. R. S. Exsiotr, AIOB, of the 


Hammersmith School of Building and Arts 
and Crafts, who acted as co-ordinating 
officer for the boys’ work, said that the 
thanks of the boys of the London building 
schools to the Minister and the LMBA 
could be seen in the examples of craftsman- 
ship on view. 


AUBTW AFFAIRS 
Annual Report for 1954 


DESPITE strict economies in expenditure, 
the funds of the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers last year showed a 
deficiency of £14,850. According to the 
Union’s annual report, it was the second 
year running in which expenditure exceeded 
income. 

Membership strength also weakened 
during the year to the extent of 1,018 as 
against 1,188 in 1953. ‘Considering 
there was full employment in the industry 
for the year under review it is very dis- 
appointing to have to record a loss of 
membership,” comments Mr. George 
Lowthian, the general secretary. 

On the other hand, membership of the 
labourers’ section showed a slight increase 
over the figure for the previous year. 

The report also states that efforts were 
continued to open branches in_ districts 
which had not previously been covered by 
the Union and during the year six new 
branches were opened. 
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THE BUILDER 


Building in Central London 


A SURVEY OF CURRENT PROGRESS 


By our Special Representative 


HE recent relaxation of building 

licensing restrictions, coupled with 
the increased availability of materials, 
has resulted in a general acceleration in 
the tempo of construction activity in 
and around the EC1 district of London. 
Here war damage was particularly acute, 
and it is only recently that the 
opportunity to redevelop the damaged 
sites has presented itself. A great deal 
of work is being carried out for the Cor- 
poration of London as well as for many 
private developers, and a survey has 
therefore been made by The Builder 
to provide the reader with an indication 
as to the progress made in various 
schemes: 

Situated in Southampton-row at the 
junction with Theobald’s-road is the new 
block of offices known as “ Sentinel 
House,” now almost completed for Mar- 
cus Securities (Kingsway) Ltd. This is 
a ten-storeyed building surmounted by a 
penthouse in two storeys containing tank 
and motor rooms, and has been designed 
by its architects, T. P. Bennett and Son, 
43 Bloomsbury-square, WCl, to be of 
general reinforced concrete construction 
throughout. The design is based on a 
series of spinal columns running through 
the two blocks, supporting 10-in. slab 
floors cantilevered out from the main 
columns and supported at their extremi- 
ties by structural fins. A net floor space 
of 61,000 ft. super will be provided by 
the contract, which has been carried out 
by Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons. Its 
total cost is expected to be about 
£350,000. 


GRAY’S INN SQUARE 


A large scheme of offices in Gray’s 
Inn-square is being carried out in stages 
by Trollope and Colls, the plans having 
been prepared by Sir Edward Maufe, 
RA, LLD, FRIBA, 139 Old Church- 
street, SW3. Those offices on the sites 
of Nos. 2. 3, 4 and 5 Gray’s Inn-square 
have already been completed, and con- 
struction has begun on a new library. 
This will be of a reinforced concrete 
frame structure with load-bearing brick 
cladding, but as the superstructure is not 
to be erected as yet, a temporary roofing 
will be placed over the completed base- 
ment. The next stage of the scheme will 
be the construction of further chambers 
in South-square, which are to be linked 
to the library basement. These will be 
of general load-bearing brick construc- 
tion to harmonise with the existing 
environment. 

Offices for the Gray's Inn-road 
Property and Investment Co. are to be 
built on a site at the corner of Verulam- 
street and Gray’s Inn-road, and the 
reinforced concrete frame superstructure 
is already in process of erection by the 
contractors, Sir Robert McAlpine and 
Sons Ltd. The architects are Lam Biel 
and Partners, 16: Bryanston-street, W1, 
and although the scheme is scheduled to 
be finished in October, the work is well 
in advance and may be completed earlier. 

A modern industrial building com- 


prising a basement with five storeys 
above is to be completed at No. 22 
Kirby-street, ECl, and will provide 
16,500 sq. ft. of floor space. The plans 
for the scheme were prepared by Wat- 
ney, Eiloart, Inman and Nunn, archi- 
tects, Preachers-court, The Charterhouse, 
EC1; and the contract is being carried 
out by Whyatt (Builders) Ltd. It is 
expected to be completed by the end of 
this year, and has an estimated cost of 
betwen £50,000 and £60,000. 


The reconstruction of the war-dam- 
aged Poultry Market for the Corporation 
of London is of particular interest, as it 
will be a close reproduction of the orig- 
inal building erected in about 1874, in- 
volving such features as the use of cast- 
iron columns. The scheme is being car- 
ried out by Walter Lilly and Co. Ltd., 
contractors, under the direction of the 
City Surveyor, and is being conducted in 
phases so as to interfere as little as pos- 
sible with the operation of the Market. 


A large scheme of warehouse exten- 
sions on the site of Nos. 27-29 Hosier- 
lane is being constructed for Lovell and 
Christmas, Ltd., by the contractors, Fal- 
kus Bros., Ltd. Erected at an estimated 
cost in the region of £120,000, these ex- 
tensions will consist of a basement, 
ground floor and two upper storeys, in 
traditional load-bearing brick construc- 
tion. The architects are Kenneth Lindy, 
Joseph Hill and Partners, 24 St. Mary 
Axe, EC3, and the quantity surveyors 
are Walter Green and Partner. The same 
architects have prepared a scheme of 
modern four-storey offices which were 
recently completed at No. 1 West Smith- 
field, for Lovell and Christmas Ltd. by 
Harrison and Spooner, builders. A new 
public house to be known as “ The New 
Market” is proposed on a site adjoining 
these premises by Charringtons, the 
brewers; and a block of offices compris- 
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ing refrigeration stores, with food manu- 
facturing premises are to be erected at 
No. 22 Smithfield-street for Payne and 
Son, butchers, of 63 Charterhouse-street, 
although town planning approval has not 
yet been received for this last scheme. 


Stage 1 of the new laboratories at 
Foresters Hall-place, in Clerkenwell-road, 
for the Medical College of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital, is now well advanced, 
and the superstructure is expected to be 
completed by September next.  Steel- 
work has already been erected for the 
tinal section (main entrance hall and 
staircase) and the architects, Easton and 
Robertson, 53 Bedford-square, WC1, are 
preparing plans for the second and final 
stage, namely, the erection of further 
new laboratories in the same block, ad- 
joining the main entrance hall. Trollope 
and Colls are the contractors for this 
scheme, which is expected to be com- 
pleted by the end of next year. 

Another scheme being carried out for 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital is an “L”- 
shaped medical block on a site in Little 
Britain, adjacent to the hospital itself in 
West Smithfield, ECl. Adams, Holden 
and Pearson, 38, Gordon-square, WC1, 
are the architects for this project, which 
is being completed by James Carmichael 
(Contractors) Ltd. 


FARRINGDON ROAD 


Building is particularly active in the 
Farringdon-road area, and among the 
larger schemes is a block of offices and 
warehouses being erected at No. 17 Far- 
ringdon-road for Crowson and Son Ltd., 
by the contractors, Patman and Fother- 
ingham Ltd. The concrete shuttering 
has been removed, and a roofing of tem- 
porary nature is to be constructed. West- 
more and Sanders, 121 Cheapside, EC2, 
are the architects for the scheme, which 
it is estimated will cost about £70,000. 
Completion is expected to be carried out 
within the next three months. 

The main construction has been car- 
ried out of a new block of offices and 
showrooms providing a floor space of 
8,800 sq. ft. on the site of No. 3 Farring- 
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Offices and warehouse at Onslow-street, EC1. (Lander, Bedells 
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and Crompton, Architects.) 


don-road. These are being erected for 
Cyril Leonard and Co., surveyors, by H. 
Fairweather and Co., and the architects 
for the scheme are Stone, Toms and 
Partners, 28 South Audley-street, W1. 
Internal carcassing and service installa- 
tions are now being carried out on this 
£24,000 scheme, which is expected to be 
finished by the end of August. 
Understood to be the largest gin dis- 
tillery in the world is that being built for 
Tanqueray Gordon and Co., gin distil- 
lers, on a one-acre site at the corner of 
Goswell-road and Moreland-street, EC1. 
With an estimated cost of more than 
£1 million, the project is expected to be 
completed by March, 1956, and is under 
the direction of Chamberlain and Wil- 
lows, building surveyors, 23 Moorgate, 
EC2, whose staff architect, P. A. Good- 
hew, ARIBA, was responsible for the 
design. The first two stages, including 
the offices and rectifying house (the main 
distillery), have been completed, and 
work is being carried out on stage three, 


the bottling section and bonded ware- 
house. Stage four will cost about 
£200,000, and will include a case store. 
The industrial section of the building 
comprises ground floor and four upper 
storeys ; and the office block consists of 
a basement with restaurant, ground floor 
and five upper storeys. Externally, the 
building is faced with red brick and has 
been given a Georgian appearance with 
classic mouldings and window surrounds 
of Portland stone. Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts Ltd., are the contractors who 
are carrying out the construction and 
auxiliary work. 

A new block of offices and warehouse 
has been erected at Nos. 5-11 Onslow- 
street, EC1, for Falk, Stadelmann and 
Co., and the internal finishing is now 
being completed. Designed by Lander, 
Bedells and Crompton, of 36 Lambs 
Conduit-street, WC1, it is largely of 
reinforced concrete construction with 
slab floors supported on mushroom 
columns, and the structural work was 





“* Diana House,’ Chiswell-street. (Lam Biel and Partners, Architects.) 


* City Wall House,” Chiswell-street, EC1. 
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(Messrs. Joseph, 
Architects.) 


carried out by the Trussed Concrete Stee} 
Co. The main contractors were Pitchers 
Ltd., and the building comprises base- 
ment, ground floor and seven upper 
storeys. Its estimated cost is about 
£100,000. 


GOLDEN LANE 


The redevelopment being carried out 
in the Golden-lane area is of particular 
interest, and among the many schemes. 
there is one for 192 flats by Y. J. Lovell. 
and Son, contractors, to plans prepared 
by John Grey and Partners, architects, 
of 17 Buckingham-street, WC2. The 
firms of R. T. James and Partners, and 
R. W. Steele and Partners, are the con- 
sulting engineers for this project, which 
is being completed for the Peabody 
Donation Trust, and the quantity sur- 
veyors are Dearle and Henderson. 


On the opposite side of Golden-lane, 
George Wimpey and Co., contractors, 
Hammersmith-grove, W6, are construct- 
ing 340 flats for the Corporation of 
London. The architects for this scheme 
are Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, 15 
Avenue Studios, Sydney-mews, SW3, and 
the quantity surveyors are Davis, Bel- 
field and Everest, 9 Ashley-place, SWI. 
The consulting structural engineers are 
Ove Arup and Partners. 

A new office building with a floor 
space of about 92,000 sq. ft. is being con- 
structed by Sir Robert McAlpine on the 
site of Nos. 31-45 Gresham-street and 
101-110 Wood-street, EC2, a tower crane 
being used during erection operations. 
Major A. S. Ash, FRIBA, 66 Great Cum- 
berland-place, W1, prepared the plans 
for this scheme, which is due to be com- 
pleted by September next, and will com- 
prise a stone-faced structure based on 
a “T-shaped plan, with an 11-storey 
building as the main block. Cyril Sweett 
and Partners are quantity surveyors for 
the scheme, which has an estimated cost 
of about £500,000, and is being carried 
out for Civic Leases. The new three- 
storeyed Haberdashers’ Hall will be 
erected on the same site. 

A nine-storey office block is under 
construction at Nos. 59-67 Gresham- 
street by Holland & Hannen and Cubitts- 
Ltd., 1 Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1, for the 
firm of Site Improvements Ltd., also of 
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Queen Anne’s-gate. The architects for 
this building, which will cost about 
£1 million and will provide 210,000 sq. ft. 
of net floor area, are Sir John Burnet, 
Tait and Partners, 10 Bedford-square, 
WCI, and the erection is due to be com- 
pleted by about January, 1956. 

Further down, at 14-18 Gresham- 
street, an eight-storey office building with 
all modern amenities, including car park 
and garage, is to be erected shortly. 
Trehearne and Norman, Preston and 
Partners, Columbia House, Aldwych, 
WC2, are the architects for this scheme, 
which will provide an area of about 
137,000 sq. ft. 

A block of textile showrooms, ware- 
houses and offices known as “ Compter 
House” has been completed at near-by 
4-9 Wood-street, on the site of the old 
Wood-street Compter, a sheriff’s prison 
still in existence at the end of the eigh- 
teenth century. Dove Brothers carried 
out this contract, which was designed by 
Ronald Ward and Partners, 17 Lowndes- 
street, SW1, for Mitre Court Properties. 


FINSBURY SQUARE 


Several schemes are to be completed 
in the vicinity of Finsbury-square, and 
among them will be an office block of 
70,000 sq. ft. on the site of Nos. 26-27a 
Finsbury-square, comprising a reinforced 
concrete framed, stone-faced structure of 
at least eight storeys, with a ‘possible 
penthouse. The scheme has been pre- 
pared by Reginald H. Gallanaugh and 
Partners, architects, 12 Grafton-street, 
WI, and the contract will have an ap- 
proximate cost of £350,000. The work 
will be carried out by Kyle, Stewart (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., and is expected to com- 
mence in September next. 


Foundation work and excavations are 
being carried on next door at Nos. 22-25 
Finsbury-square, for the erection of 
office extensions to the Royal London 
House. These will comprise ten storeys 
with a net floor area of 100,000 sq. ft., 
and have been designed by H. Bramhill, 
FRIBA, 32 Junction-road, N19, to be 





Offices in Holborn Viaduct. 
(T. P. Bennett and Son, Architects.) 
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within the main architectural framework 
of the existing building, forming a 
balanced composition around the axis of 
the central 190-ft. tower. The main con- 
tractors are Trollope and Colls Ltd., and 
the scheme is scheduled to be completed 
within the next two years at an estimated 
cost of about £750,000. 

At Nos. 3-10 Finsbury-square, F. G. 
Minter and Co. Ltd., contractors, are due 
to complete a scheme for a biock of 
offices prepared by Lewis Solomon and 
Joseph, architects, of 21 Bloomsbury- 
way, WCI. The structural steel frame 
has already been erected by Redpath 
Brown to a height of four storeys, tne 
consulting engineer being J. Bak, 
AMICE. 

On the opposite side of the square, on 
a site bounded by Christopher-, Wilson-, 
Clifton- and Earl-streets, town planning 
approval has been granted to the firm of 
Jones, Lang Wootton and Sons, sur- 
veyors, 16 King-street, EC2, for the erec- 
tion of office premises and a garage, 
190,000 sq. ft. in area. An architect has 
not yet been appointed for this particular 
scheme. 

Turning off Finsbury-square, on a site 
bounded by 129-139 Finsbury-pavement, 
79-90 Chiswell-street, and 14-22 Fins- 
bury-street, can be seen the construction 
of stage three of “City Wall House ’— 
a block of offices for Well Hall Proper- 
ties Ltd. The plans ‘have been prepared 
by Messrs. Joseph, architects, of 10 
Lowndes-square, SWI, and the scheme 
will provide a further 80,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space to the existing building. The 
contract is being carried out by 
McLaughlin and Harvey Ltd. 

On the other side of Chiswell-street a 
building is being erected by Trollope and 
Colls on the site of Nos. 8-13. Expected 
to cost in the region of £250,000, these 
offices have been designed by Gordon 
and Gordon, architects, Finsbury House, 
Blomfield-street, EC2, for Goode, Dur- 
rant and Murray, and will comprise base- 
ment, ground floor and seven upper 
storeys. . The fenestration has _ been 
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designed on a 5-ft. module. It is hoped 
that the scheme will be completed by the 
beginning of next year. 

A further office extension of “ Friendly 
House,” at the junction of Bunhill-row 
and Chiswell-street, is being erected by 
Bovis Ltd., builders, for the joint letting 
agents, Manners, Hearne and Manners 
and Chamberlain and Willows. Designed 
by Cecil C. Handisyde, ARIBA, 68 Great 
Russell-street, WC1, in association with 
Hammett and Norton, AA.RIBA, 29 
Sackville-street, W1, the scheme has an 
estimated cost of about £140,000, and 
will include a basement, ground floor and 
six upper storeys, comprising 29,685 ft. 
super area. 

On the adjacent site of 2-14 Bunhill- 
row, Bernard Sunley and Sons, con- 
tractors, are engaged upon the construc- 
tion of “ Gavrelle House,” a £270,000 
scheme prepared by A. G. Paton, 
LRIBA, 25 Berkeley-square, W1. This 
will include a basement with garage, and 
offices on the ground and four upper 
floors. It will be a steel-framed building 
with hollow tile floors, comprising 51,000 
ft. super floor area, and is expected to 
be completed within the next 16 months. 

Recently completed in Chiswell-street, 
and now occupied by S. N. Hadley and 
Co., shipping forwarders, is “ Diana 
House,” a seven-storey building with a 
marble portico surmounted by a statue 
of Diana the Huntress with her two 
hounds. Lam Biel and Partners, 16 
Bryanston-street, WI, were the architects 
for this scheme, which was carried out by 
Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons. 


GUILDHALL AREA 


In the immediate Guildhall area, and 
situated on the site of Nos. 34-35 King- 
street, at the junction of Trump-street, is 
a new office building in course of erec- 
tion by John Mowlem and Co., contrac- 
tors. The scheme has been prepared by 
Alan W. Pipe and Sons, architects, of 8 
Queen-street, EC4, and is scheduled for 
completion within the next 18 months. 

New chief offices for the Sun Life 





Flats for the Corporation of London, Golden-lane. 
(Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, Architects.) 
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Assurance Co. are to be erected in 
Cheapside by the contractors, Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. at an estimated 
cost of about £650,000. W. Curtis Green, 
Son and Lloyd, 5  Pickering-place, 
St. James’s-street, SW1, are the architects 
for the scheme, which will take two years 
to complete and will be 110 ft. high, com- 
prising three basements, nine storeys and 
a penthouse. The same firm of contrac- 
tors are also carrying out a scheme for 
the Bank of England on a site at the 
junction of Bread-street and Cheapside, 
at the rear of St. Paul’s. Operations are 
well advanced in this area for the con- 
struction of “ Watling House,” Cannon- 
street, a six-storeyed block of offices 
designed by Easton and _ Robertson, 
architects, 53 Bedford-square, WCl, 
which is hoped to be completed by Sep- 
tember, 1956. Trollope and Colls are 
the contractors for this £400,000 project, 
which is being carried out for the Salters’ 
Company. 


HOLBORN CONSTRUCTION 


Extensive construction work is being 
carried out in Holborn Viaduct by the 
contractors, John Mowlem and Co., on 
a scheme of offices for the Diamond 
Trading Co. and the Anglo-American 
Trading Co., and burglar-proof vaults 
are included in the proposals. A large 
tower crane is being employed on the 
contract, which is expected to cost over 
£1m. The plans were prepared by T. P. 
Bennett and Son, architects, 43 Blooms- 
bury-square, WCl, and the scheme is 
scheduled for completion by April, 1956. 

On an adjoining site in Holborn Via- 
duct, the same contractors are erecting a 
large block of offices to be known as 
“Minster House” for Arthur Street 
(London) Investments Ltd. Trehearne, 
and Norman, Preston and Partners, archi- 
tects, Columbia House, Aldwych, WC2, 
have prepared the plans for the scheme, 
which is expected to be finished by June, 
1956, and provides for the erection of a 
basement and seven storeys above street 
level. Franklin and Andrews, of Fleet- 
street, are the quantity surveyors. 

The erection of offices on the site of 
No. 37 High Holborn, WC1, is being 
carried out by Patman and Fothering- 
ham, contractors, to plans by the archi- 
tects, Robert Angell and Curtis, 38 
Portland-place, Wi. Matthew T. Shaw 
and Co. are the structural engineers. 

Further down, on the site of Nos. 296- 
302 High Holborn, a seven-storey block 
of offices known as “ Lincoln House ”’ is 
to be completed by F. G. Minter, Ltd., 
the contractors; the architects for the 
scheme being Ley Colbeck and Partners, 
of Palmerston House, Bishopsgate, EC2. 
The consultant civil and structural engi- 
neer is R. F. Galbraith, BSc, and J. 
Pritchard Williams and Hunt are the 
quantity surveyors. Foundation work 
for the project is at present in hand. 

At the rear of the chief offices of the 
Pearl Assurance Co., in High Holborn, 
a contract for four-storeyed extensions to 
the offices is to be carried out by Trol- 
lope and Colls, and the steelwork has 
already been erected. The architects for 
this scheme are Bates and Sinning, 
F/ARIBA, Rolls Chambers, 84 Chan- 
cery-lane, WC2, and the proposals, due 
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for completion by the end of 1956, have 
an estimated cost of nearly £500,000. 


CHURCH RESTORATION 


Several restoration schemes are now 
under way in the central area, and Dove 
Brothers, Ltd., contractors, are carrying 
out work at St. Lawrence Jewry, in King- 
street, next to the Guildhall, the archi- 
tect for this scheme being Cecil Brown, 
LRIBA. This church, which was rebuilt 
to Sir Christopher Wren’s design after 
the Great Fire of London, suffered severe 
damage in 1940 and is being restored as 
one of the Guild Churches of London, 
and jn particular as the official church of 
the Corporation of London. Dove 
Brothers are also to restore St. Mary le 
Bow (Bow Bells) in Cheapside, although 
about £50,000 is needed before this 
restoration can be completed. Laurence 
King, FRIBA, 37 Gordon-square, WC1, 
is the architect for these latter proposals. 

Finally, a Welsh Presbyterian church 
is proposed by the agents, Johnston, 
Evans and Co. for erection at a site on 
the corner of Snow Hill and Holborn 
Viaduct, and this scheme will be prepared 
by A. J. Thomas, FRIBA, 3la Sloane- 
square, SWI. 


HOSPITAL BUILDING 
PROGRAMME 


List of Major Projects 


N a Parliamentary answer on July 1 the 
Minister of Health, Mr. Iain Macleod, 
gave the list of major projects which have 
been selected for the first programme of new 
hospital building in this country since 1939, 
The programme will be spread over the 
two years 1956-57 and 1957-58. As the 
total value of the schemes selected by the 
Minister exceeds the £174m. which has been 
fixed as the “ceiling,” those projects which 
are ready soonest will, other things being 
equal, be started first. 

Altogether 35 schemes have been selected 
by the Minister as probable starters. Any 
which fail to start within the two years in 
question will be expected to have first claim 
on the resources available in 1958-59. It 
will be the aim of the Department to do all 
in its power to ensure that the meeting of an 
urgent need is not prejudiced by delay in 
the preparation of plans. 

All the projects referred to in the 
Minister’s Parliamentary statement of 
February 9 last are included in the final 
selection, except the new Cardiff teaching 
hospital, new mental hospitals in Lancashire 
and Yorkshire and new general hospitals at 
Slough and Boston. It is not considered 
that any of these schemes can be ready in 
time to start at the earliest before 1958-59. 


LIST OF 35 SCHEMES 


Among the 35 projects listed are plans for 
14 new hospitals, among them being Craw- 
ley and Harlow. There are nine new 
general hospitals (or the first phases) as 
follows: Hersingham, West Cumberland, 
Swindon, Crawley, Harlow, Truro, Hudders- 
field, Swansea, Coventry and Wythenshawe. 

The programme makes a start on three 
new teaching hospitals—the first stages of 
the removal of Charing Cross to Northwick 
Park, Harrow, an out-patients’ department 
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for a new teaching hospital at Sheffield, and 
a new surgical ward block for Guys’. 


There is also the reconstrucfion of 
another teaching hospital—Manchester 
Royal Infirmary. A new mental hospital at 
Seisdon, Birmingham, and a new dental hos. 
pital attached to University College Hos- 
pital are among other projects. 


Apart from new premises are big schemes 
for development or extension of hospitals, 


Where new hospitals are involved, it is 
planned to carry out the work in stages, 
spread over anything up to 10 years. 


As far as can be estimated at present the 
completion of all these projects should pro- 
vide approximately 6,000 more hospital beds, 
About half of them will be in general hos- 
pitals and the other half will be for mental 
and mental deficiency patients. 

All the projects listed by the Minister 
are over and above those which the hospital 
authorities themselves may be able to under- 
take during the same two years by using 
their individual allocations from the £19m. 
which will be available during the period 
for normal capital expenditure. 

A further sum of £6m. is also to be allo- 
cated during the same two years for plant 
replacement and re-development purposes. 


The following is a list of schemes which 
were not mentioned in the preliminary jist 
given by the Minister in his Parliamentary 
statement of February 9 (and published in 
our February 18 issue) :— 


East Anglian Hospital Board: St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Lowestoft—reconditioning of build- 
ing. Leeds: Huddersfield—new __ hospital 
(phase 1). Manchester: Cranage Hall Hospital 
—additional accommodation for mental defec- 
tives; Wythenshawe—new hospital (phase I). 
Newcastle: Middlesbrough General Hospital— 
accident and orthopaedic department. North 
East Metropolitan: South Ockendon Hospital 
—additional acommodation for mental defec- 
tives. Sheffield: Scunthorpe and District War 
Memorial Hospital—development to approxi- 
mately 500 beds; Doncaster Royal Infirmary— 
development to 600 beds. 

South West Metropolitan: Crawley—new 
hospital (phase 1). South Western: South- 
mead General and_ Stapleton Hospitals— 
geriatric beds; Digby Hospital—additional 
accommodation for mental patients. United 
Cambridge Hospitals: Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
—development of Hills-road site (first phase.). 
University College Hospital: Mortimer Market, 
W1—new dental hospital. Welsh: Caernarvon 
and Anglesey Hospital, Bangor—development ; 
Swansea—new hospital (phase 1.). 


OTHER MAJOR WORKS 


The Minister, in his latest statement, also 
listed 10 major schemes where work is 
already in progress or is expected to start in 
the present financial year, and which are 
therefore, additional to the £174m. pro- 
gramme. These 10 schemes are:— 


Newcastle Regional Hospital Board: New- 
castle General Hospital—pathological institute 
and regional blood transfusion centre. Sheffield 
RHB. Balderton Mental Deficiency Hospital— 
development scheme (phase I). North West 
Metropolitan RHB: new hospital at Welwyn 
(first phase). South East Metropolitan RHB: 
Lewisham Hospital—new out-patients’ depart- 
ment. South West Metropolitan RHB: Horton 
Hospital Estate—centralisation of boilers. 

Birmingham RHB: Coventry and Warwick- 
shire Hospital—development scheme (phase 
III). Liverpool RHB: New mental deficiency 
hospital Greaves Hall (phase I). United Bristol 
Hospitals Board of Governors: Royal In- 
firmary—joint university heating scheme. 
United Oxford Hospitals Board of Governors: 
Radcliffe Infirmary—development scheme. Sf. 
Thomas’ Hospital Board of Governors: St. 
Thomas’ Hospital—reconstruction. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





her information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ sé, 

Pit Ballast oe ais van ide ‘sas « =per yd. 1 4 6 
Pit Sand ic ae aed ae dee one Pe 1 28 
Washed Sand ... aa as eae aaa wee Be tS 
Zin. Shingle... aes ee Pe aes ace pa SF 5 
#in. Broken Brick... wee re wea pee ‘ 100 
Pan Breeze ea Ay dea ‘a id: S 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton sa @ 3 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Seeciaes. 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site aes ... perton 416 6 

1 to 6 tons, site 7 i 5 8 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site aus ; a 5 4 6 

lto6ton do. site ... ‘“ 516 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on.ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots aa “s 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. = ton. 
White Portland Cement hike “a 1217 0 

Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 69 0 


Super Cement (Waterproof 3 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ro 140 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London ren ee a 6 8 9 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... Ses a see «. per1,000 1117 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... ia sa ase Gea a 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ae dee acy ae 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... a 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The. question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in aes 


District Commons eee r- 513 0 
Cellular (i: Ee aaa ree ane sae a Si 6 
Keyed do. a +ée ee aie sta asi 515 0 
Rustics : aes ove eee eve ae pa 618 0 
Cellular Rustics —_... ees <se saa wes a 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. aa dea axe aoe ai 613 0 
Sandfaced ... <a ea tis. 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ai Fe 25 16 6 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) arr pan Pa 26 10 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ove ose a 23 8 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ove seo ae 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) - a 9 6 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . © 714 0 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) . da = 26 @ 3 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) ss 31 12 0 
2 in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red. Facings 
(London Sites) ue 14 4 6 
a ~ Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
es) ” 14 13 6 
24 in, > thee made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) ” 1411 0 
23 in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) a 1415 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 2 wee Pe if 5S 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour "Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. eee ee ica 17 5 6 





£ s. d. 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites) ... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) es 13 6 O 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) pa 1418 0 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... ” 64 0 0 
Headers wi eth oe = 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats aie sa ‘a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... Sts aa aa a 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ae ae a ai 2 7710 O 
One side and twoends_... an ot me ss 87 0 O 
Two sides and oneend .... me aa sd Fe 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints tee ” 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow Cray PartTiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
 —— - Per yd. sup. 44 
ee ad aes 140 yds. ae 2 47 
a ta “nn 120 yds. net ” 4 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) gi 95 yds. ie ee = 9 
6 in. (83” x 53’) .» 1250 Blocks per 1,000 26 6 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETB 
a ei as 100 yds. < .+. per yd. sup. 3 7 
yt as Pe 85 yds. aaa as * 42 
ae as oa 75 yds. ae eas - a. 
yee ea ane 55 yds. ia “he “a 6 2 
CRANHAM 
of) oes “a pee eet ate oe = ¢ : 
ys ao a on oe ae ae wee po 
= ne Re ne ene ne uae ae a 8 7 
as ee aes aaa ‘a 10 7 
an in. Load bearing quality ... ace a ll 8 


Fioor Biocks and ~ Tues 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. rs 12 in. vena in full 


lorry-loads ... 3 .. per1,000 33 6 O 
4 in. Ge ac aaa AS ‘aa “a an me 35 14 O 
5 in. GO. ccs as a “ia aa Patt pa 4210 0 
6 in. ae asa <6 ree aaa saa oa 47 17 0 
7 in. ase aaa aaa Ane toe “ea te 58 8 : 
8 in 
10" x 3"x oe: Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, ,000 multiples 56 e 0 
Yi Eee a do. ‘a fs 64 10 0 
10° x4’ x#’ do. a ‘sa ja 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. . 

Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 

Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% +974% ~~ 1074 y 4 2 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10% +973% +10% +1073% 
Tested Quality +374°%44+6748% +374%+978% +374 %4 % 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%4674% +474%4+974% +4747 ae 107% 

s. d. 


d 
3 in. Land Drain sates io - in. nage san 1,000 + 3 : 


4in. do. aa pee 4 14 
STONE 
Bath Stone— . 

Monks Park por oa . . per ft. cube 8 0 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground oa oO 

Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered iain area ,, 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ae a 8 3 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region . ” 8 3) 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin "Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, eseraagaiind eae - 


stooled cills . perft.cube 3 10 8 
12 in. x 6in. do. do. ana - 210 6 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated _ sa 119 0 
12 in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping 2 22: ¢ 
14in. X 6in. do. do. - aor “el 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top ‘and face... - 4 2 68 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes : * per ft. sup. 7 6 





74 THE BUILDER July 8 1955 Jul 

STONE—continued £ a: £ ua ME" 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Sin. x 4f in. 7in. X 3¢ in. 13 in. X Sin. ... perton | 15 0 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 5 9 6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 7} in ts wee -~ » 200 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 6in. x 4hin. 7in. X 4in 8in. X 4in. ... * r we 
brickwork Le ae ee a 1 106 9in. x 4in. 10 in. x Sin. see ae Jron 

Hard York— 12m: <S'in. 22 in. X 7in ase aaa 100 Milc 

12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge _ per ft. run 9 0 9in. xX 7in. 10 in. X 8in 12in. X 8 in. Milc 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on op 14in. x Shin. 14in. X 6 in. 14in. x 8 in. 

and front .. perft.cube 2 8 0 15 in. x Sin. 15 in. X 6in. 16 in. X 6in. pe 10 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and ‘front .. . yee aa 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x es in 20 in. X 7% in. Soft 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 19 3 Steel angles average price . wos wte wees gS 0 1S 0 20 

TILES AND PANTILES eu = ai 4 +6 a wee » M13 6 is 

Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 ee on— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted ea Ds — re *s oF 100 Gal 
ye tor ey oo, and French — Tiles from a Compound girders ae Bie - es @ eke Ske 3 SG OG : 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ad ae et 49 18 0 ee nae a ai i ee sie » Se 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district... are 58 13 6 ae stanchions 9 <a re » 2 Ee . 
Hand-made 10} x 63 tiles Berkshire distrfct ad ce 13 18 9 mae oof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... Pate ria - = ey ba 
Machine-made 10$ x_ 6} Staffordshire district... aan 13 9 Mild Steel F prices not for awkward work. > 
iiad-cunde Bie and Vallor dice eer dos. a ee 110 0 ild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex tention 2 
Machine-made Hip — Valley tiles do. 1 8.0 a eh, ae eaten : = 35% * 
Concrete tiles 10} x ‘ Es a we ae 714 6 io Som. ie sie mae per tonextra 4 7 0 

do. eectiochion (49S)... oes 18 9 6 oe = “ ate cn vi jaa 5 2 38 

Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. } = = ea ah sid a iis ss 72% 

nares 4 5 cae ne ae ee oe a 112 0 _ 

First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Mitp Sree. Tuses hi 

id full Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: i 
oo Ap truck loads to London Rate Station. Per cay aaa W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings He 
x12... so é 
a. is ie Class B + 94% % Light + 284% Malleable List—324% + 40% a. 
20 x 12 206) aa Heavy + 36% Hea 
20 x 10 ; 7 9 ee ~ Sr nt 
18 x 10 : 59 12 9 Class B — 104% Light + 153% Malleable List—324% 

18 x ke 3214 6 ClassC + 13% Heavy + 234% Cag 
49 1 3 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS ra 
16x 8 ae 38 3 8 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 

NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Sto Lea 

TIMBER a — ae ig ie oa 

eae in. sas st see ae or - 

Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 | 321" a ae a a es ie %F 
Carcassing quality do. a £98 to £102 4 a ped 3/8 1/3 T 

ss 1 bea — pen Grooved Flooring do. cn £108 O oi hag Jet als tito E 
ardwood— . eer 
Mahogany—African S.E. ba do. perft.cube 110 O C.I.0.G. GuTTERS a 

do. Honduras do. ~~ a a 3 5 0 | 3in. ua ike = “ing 3/11 1/- 

Oak European do. a do. me 2 3 9 34 in. - 4/108 3/11 1/3 

do. Japanese do. Ean do. ae 210 0 4in. - 5/4} 4/1 1/6 $i 

do. English Logs sawn ... do. os 133 0 4h in. ; 5/94 4/8 1/10 qi 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. He 3 5 0] Sin . (6/44 5/5 2/1 1 i 

Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ee 15.8 "CL Ra AIN-WATER PIPES 1} i 

ss a 1-11) ~ yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends Branches a 
livered London area. in. ies ae 7/2 3/8 

1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel ‘nee 4 in. ne 24 in. iat ai A Rol 

2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. each 112 0 3 in. 8/14 5/2 1B P 

2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa ae ae eee 113 0 | 3hin. 9/3 6/1 9/3 She 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ices Agua Disses aa 114 0 | 4in. 10/8 7/4 10/11 d 

2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. 1. 116 6 Loc. c P : 

2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal : a ON, SN Bra 

yy ieee 290] 3% + Mi ; 
2f.9in. x 6ft.6in, 2. su 6 i 7 ae Oo sl Le 

2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in a8 11/7 Bas 

21 Sex? y rege sa61 2 10/1 oid 7 ’ 
iatan«ana . 2° S32 BF: ~ ae aye pag : 
? ees prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 

SUNDRIES oaly. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 24% Lee 

Delivered London area — Sinica tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 2} per cent. pe 
in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x in. in 

uantities of 1 ton (89 yds.tolton) ... id yd. 5 8 L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN Pipes 
ti in. (67 yds.to 1ton) «.. sxe x 7 In 9-fts. Le 
2 in. > (52 yds.tolton) ... oe wé 8 11k f cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches Ex 
24 i in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) A ie ve 10 3 4 in. eee eee vie 1 17 25/8 18/3 32/6 Sc 
Pe ny do. G9 yds. t0 1 ton) ll 5} 6 in. ne me me 2 2-4 38/1 48/6 71/9 +. 
antities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. = ITTIN c 
¢ in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. oe Sey Te eee sa Sm 
"per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 All less 174 per cent. discount. Su 
2in 2} in 3i 4 in. 
4 aeetnoend a aoe os asi “ . 99 : ; : Pipes 6-ft. lengths - per yd. 319 ‘). 4/10 6/5 
ss OCS. eac’ 3/2 4/3 
i Building Sheets” oo Per yd. sup. ? : Single Branches. 2 3/9 ri sa 76 = 
2-ply is ae se we = : 19 Bends square or obtuse ~ 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 

Best Scotch Glue, in slabs fen. 3969 | eS - 2098 C0 

pear ~ o 5 3 © ‘ se 

Croid Glue ° ooo 20 10, 26 2 Assestos O.G. GUTTERS ITTIN .< 

Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) ; sis .». per ton 33.5 0 4 ~ — Fin, - 5in 6 in a 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ny we *s 5415 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 ‘ 5/74 Bh 

Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : es +.» per cwt. Zan 7 Drop ends aa an h 2/10 3/4 * 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ; 214 9 Stop Ends _ /10 Mh aa te Hy 

” eee eee ” - u 

METALS Sree. Joss, Ere ae a a 
asis Joists— F . ae oy a in 
6in. X 5in., 8 in. X 5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. < 6 in. Union Clips... pas 6 1/5 1/8 2/l 2/5 Gr 

12 in. x 6 in. _ cut to a delivered London AsBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS Ha 
area as on sé rton 39 0 0 i Gy 
pe 3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 

Extra for sizes ; : Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0% 3/7 5/- ) 
3in. X 1}in. 4in. X lin. ... sae nee “~ 310 0 Drop ends a oe Cota «32/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
3 in. x 3. vigxdiin OO 210 0 Stopends sey I fo “ji = 1/- 1/2 * 

in ™ in. } in... = sae - _ ae ose ice eee 
i_ceae S645 Ow) 115 0 Nozzles ae | fae! ae A 3/8 3/8, ait 43 ’ 
ae a a ca ee Ce Me 3 5 0 Union Clips <..  ... 9 Ofs 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in —, 
$. d. 
Jron—Staffordshire eine beeen Quality ... ese 42 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars... Ai uae dia 37 14 0 


Mild Steel Hoops ... saa as ae cee “a 39 1.0 
. Ex Merchant's 

Stock per ton 

Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £ ss: @ 
20 gauge ... aa ase ree ‘aa aad «> BB 6 O 
24 gauge ... aoa za ace ree eee one os Jk 16 O 
26 gauge . aes wee oss Se OG 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... s = . Sia wee «eS 6 GE 
24 gauge ... see sae sas vee wis aa sw. 2916 6 
26 gauge . a aaa a ao Ge EF G 

Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. - and + 
20 gauge ... ree sas Ae ics ot 16 G 
24 gauge ... se Res eae uae oe saa «» 6F 6 G6 
26 gauge ... aes ies act A aes Dee «we GHEE 6 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


All per doz. sin. fin. Lin. I}in. I}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .. 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. ».. 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 917/6 


do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws «- 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lind to 

iron Nee : 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 


"dh in. ldin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 


Caps and screws css «. 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves... ea es 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1} x 61b. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7lb. 3 x 7lb. 
Lead P. trap with vai oe 
screws 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. ‘aa eka 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ ree ye asa per Ib 3 0 
ao one tes aes oe ace ee ae ss 3 8 
Blow p 3 9 


Copper sl BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of "39d. per Ib. plus gaug 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


oO 


Extra 
d. d. 
je. x 19 gauge oo Total per Ib. 51} 
im, x 19 ss 114 i es 50} 
Im x . 93 og ie 483 
l}in. x 18 ,, 9 a 48 
- x IS . 2 a ” 48 
2 in. x 17 10§ o 49§ 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... -. perton 34715 0 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 10 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. ‘ eS .& 3 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 8 7 3 
Brass tubes basic tee - ma and manufactur- 
ing extras per Ib. 2 7 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


= ag 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 140 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils nse ba 141 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia, 2 om 143 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. aaa aaa Be 145 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | ean 143 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton a ee. «per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. eal uaa aes as a 46 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ‘ ae sy 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced "specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighted at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton. loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 711 9 
do. White do. do. he 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. tea me 74 3 
do. Fine do. do. ane Fe e-2 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads “a ics ean * 69 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ner AGE pre ‘i § 12 6 
Lump Lime do. Fas ae s 2 °@ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in l-ton loads... - 10 12 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads bea “ 10 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ee ea bez a a oe 
air . Sen --. per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Piaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 3 
1,200 yds... = 2 2 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ mm. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site... ops ae wea 2 2 6 
1,200 yds. eee ees 2 5k 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s. d 
Ceiling Distemper... aa a eee .. percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper ais) ae) ee) nae ee 5 5 0 
Gloss Paint... .. ‘pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) : .. percwt. 311 0 


LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILS. : 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 at ‘ots in 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 3 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 wt. keg <<s percwt. 61 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg <<) 24 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ane per tin 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra aaa eos ©6per gal. 1 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... aca nae a 1 


NNO ONG 
acooveso 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... +i = 5 6 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... as 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... xi ‘ 6 1 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... a ae an sa , 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. nae ia aa «- per. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ... oa aa <a es. per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aes aaa ew. pergal 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. ‘a oa a ree od 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside dai ke ae eA 20 90 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. as «ea és mn 20 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... wae ne ‘saa a 214 90 
Finest Carriage Varnish wae ea Per aaa a 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... eae rue ee aa mm 20 0 
Japan Gold Size aad mee ae ak ne * 112 6 
Black Japan... “ae a4 ams as am ‘“ 114 0 
Brunswick Black aaa aaa Sas “i ea pe 110 0 
Berlin Black ... ar ne oe aa poe a 3 <¢ 
Terebene Pes ‘ia <a ia 18 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free).. ua “aa ‘ns a y ey Bel 
French and Brush Polish (do.) nits iia pes pe 118 O 
GLASS 
Delivered London area asf aa oe ae Per ft. super 
a & 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 4 
24 oz. ;, % * - * * 7 
26 = % ” %» 99 9%» ” 10 
320 * re = 2 3 
¢ in. “Rolled Plate axe ve aaa 9 
ws in. and } in. Rough Cas <a 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Caiitedral, Standard patterns: ‘ 
hite aaa aaa 
do. Standard Tints 1 43 
do. Special Tints ... yi 
+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, “Reediyte and 
Luminating «a “< 3 =f 
41m. Wired Cast ie sas aa uae ae aa | 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast ... aes ida poe ‘aa 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2. St xX SEX SER dae ue ae << y ae 
P.B.3. 7i xX 72 x 3ginw ww ae was ia 42 
P.B.32 73 % 72-X FET xcs asa aa 42 
Radiused ass Blocks to match up with— 
P.B.2 us “aa “aa §$ 3 
P.B.3 aa eae aes aaa “aq dua a“ 6 9 
P.B.32 dns “a ae 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. oe K ey | 
ve “ 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
a a me 45 ft. sup. S19 
100 ft. sup. 364 
jin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ciated or 135 in. 
both ways BSS ae 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” rs aaa ae Vi 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto “is sae 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application ; 

Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manutacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super 
d. 


Description of Glass quantity s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae aah “ae pres --- 3,000 4} 
240%: « LS a aa “i “a ace ce 64 
26 oz. 2,000 73 

32 oz. 2,000 103 
r in. Rolled Plz ate ene ... 1,000 7+ 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White ‘ 1,000 7k 
4 in. Pinstripe, H ammerstripe, " Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte 1,000 103 
#; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 10} 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. ° 2,000 ll 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 of 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 

























































































































































Pa ~— KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. cel Grade, 
WOME vcvsvcnsccesseotsnentens A aaa aa i 1° 5: li ase ea ee (| sr 
Aberdare ........ - Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. . 
Abergavenny wt Craftsmen...) 4/- B/E 3/11 3/103 Sittingbourne “he 
Abingdon ol Skegness U.D ‘Al 
ae ys Labourers ... oss ase. SOR. p> 3/44 3/4 Skiston U.D. .. _ 
Pe ene “és ” Town. “ ~~ Grade. . ta one. ‘ Town. oo U.D. Ad 

Se ta pe tata rent'C.B..  ...6+5 A BVETSRAM oo scececcees seutene A MERGE, sabinannscdesacenceveuccese ym Mey scp, in ie A ee 
Aldershot District : LES ER ee A Felixstowe .... = Lyneham (Devon) Smethwick C.B. «tA 
Alfreton U.D. ‘ : Snettisham ce A2 
paar xe sat St. Edmunds . Filey U.D. ... Macétesheid Samiecser eacni os my 
ae ; MRMIOID cucinedievctcscacucssessuceh Fleetwood ... <a accleshe steeeeeeeeeeeerees y 7 
oes Byfleet Flint Maidenhead ..... Southampton ceee ceccedy 
ae nae samausbwbssoesvascssseon serene aa on seennenagalll Southend-on- aC wer 
east A : : Maltby ............ OULHPORE a. s.ccsccnssace ck 
Calder Valley ....050:..ccsseces A Frinton ..... sand rae ol naa South Shields CB We 
Cambridge pe MOM Soccnevsvesichuckarceucssot Mal U Soading Ur D. 
Cannock U.D é alvern U.D. .. Sp ff i 3 A2 
Canterbury . Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Manchester ....... 8 afford M.D. .. oA 
: MGT oss ccavesacsse A Gateshead ............. = Manningtree ..... coe Ee wl 
wy none scene ratatcee Cardiganshire,County of tA2 —— (Kent) — M.B. . seat Bt Al 
Ashby Woulds UD wena Canis een yA aw RR RRR mee. Stevenage... 2 
— les vA Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ov ne Harborough-U.D. A .. a 
aaa. ms seeriasscin ee TLE A Godalming .........cccccoscsses Mate Tr aaipnenecneisti: A Sialic” 
yo nae hbbkbsuhnenbbn on Castleford... ok Goole M. 7 - ne ae. ~——- er amiga ne CE. 
Ashton-under-Lyne ... i Caterham .......... A > enor lg ot — Mel mo) b U.D ~- Stoke Orchard oe 
Aspatria and Brayton A2 nn so Sethe A a — * Mertor ison Miacusaiee ~ Stourbridge M.B. .. 
—— army Down _...... so ravesend .... peaenancednge . ~ sot 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Chathan Sauce. <cSAl Great Yarmouth ............... A speueucongh A } mun gag 
wi cowed or secsecsscesccsceecs “= Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ........A Grimsby C.B. & (part) A iddleton .. A ae ‘a 
YICSDAM «+.00eeeereeereerees Chelmsford ............ A Grimsby R.D. jena A2 Middlewich ..... A at toe 
MRIIIOE ssscussovcoosavecsesson A2 Cheltenham .. ons Guildford District ............ A2 pend — —_ a ‘ 
OTCCAMDES .cccces ooo) Of | — UATUIMBGAlCS nce ccccccccces. 
— U.D... ee — wer Halesowen M.B. a MOFISY ....0005 cael Sutton Coldfield M.B. ...... 
Barnard Gastic U.D........A SHES TEE icc acsssavsecs ae Halifax .... “of Mundesley . »-A2 = . 
Barnoldswick U.D. ............A | Chesterficid M.B. ...........A | Halstead ... TF |) te WADAGS «+00. 
Barnsley C.B. ......... uh | Chesterfield RD. °...........4 | Hatesfield . a senate comes 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chester-le-Street U.D. me “init Newark-on-Trent cig 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. CS eee A2 Harpenden .... sl ae ane : Swinton U.D. ... 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- oe. “ae ieauinaions Tamworth M.B. 
Spe hiwe heise eben abaniet A ham Within and Harden- Har = sine A Newcastle-under-Lyme A Tenterden .. 
Basford RD (exc. Willough- BAND: ~ cocacesessscecensenca A2 ie” — New borat Disiice ‘Al Tewkesbury . 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A Chorley oA a pune 5-° A? Newmarket .................. Al Thames Haven 
Basingstoke ..............000. Al Clacton ....... Al ASENIGS --n+e0ee eee vi N Mao par Thetford ..... Be 
t Cleethorpes A Hatfield (Herts.) ... A blest che Se a “a PROPGO AG casiccccedcree A 
Batley M.B. .... wwA | Clevedon... SAI eS TR cwsssincecr a | SE eee | Sian OE ane Oe 
Baxterley Al Cleveleys ... ok sradat alate: ze Northulisston Dick. ae », North of, to Billericay A 
Beaconsfield & District......A1 Clitheroe A Henley-on-Thames — | foe ea ibs WE scunccncumainl A 
side A Coalville UD: art ean <: Northampton C.B............-A (Rodinedéas ri 
ol .A2 Cobham (Surrey). ay Herefordshire, Cnty. of...$A2 oem ee = a a Tonbridge... “Al 
Bedale R'D ee CAltster x — td sestosshstsekssacosed . >to adstock .., — Torquay... Al 
Bedford .. A Colne ......... A Hexhen UB.” we Nottingham CB. eas ROGUES 5450 Al 
pogmagion a Colwyn Bay .. Al Hey ee mais sey Nuneaton M..... Ea % Trowbridge _....... see 
Ss hackiasakscenchsersueson A Congleton A Hick Wy, a Al ren pe ee Tunbridge Wells ............AlL’ 
Beeston  & Stapleford U.D. A Consett ...... ik. oe Oakham ‘WD: ....s0ssscscecs A2 Tynemouth C.B.  ....ssssse0e A 
Bel A Conway Al Hinckley U.D. A Oldham A 
Recerca A | Cornwall, County of za2 | Hitchin... A | Seer ec A | Uppingham (Salop) «..eAL 
Berkhamsied ~~ SOVOREG HE, svsscsccsssvece A ar MOTRIN 5 ons csicescasss pa s 
Berrington ......... Al Cunshootic sees ce — —— Ossett and Horbury .........A Wakefield ......... Pee 
Berwick Borough. ie Cranleigh .......... ss Pata oh mer Le ER ARRON ay Wallsend B. .... A 
OPTIEY  acccescoce ee Crawley (Sussex) . ee | Hudder sad ND erect cascenieavestubenscesd Al Walsall C.B. . A 
Bexhill-on-Sea A2 NEWB ooo suche ccsveveesse sect A — rn Paignton Al Waisden ............. A 
Biggleswade .... -A2 NORRIE os sescessncsscscpuceehes Al rinsianinn “A? Peterborough ................ - Walton-on-Naze 
Billericay ...... a Crook and Willington unstanton ........ eee Soke. ....... Al WATS ccscses } 
Billing Se RaES ee Mi assuvubeeasipescdsasauuerk A Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A Pickerin penpieeae A3 Warminster 
Billingham U.D... vA Crowborough ae LC ee — A Warrington. 
Bilsthorpe ........ “ait RE, cccetoccaverenavenn Ipswich .......... ‘i Pontefract. ........... ke Walnaee itp seu 
ee aes a eee cag ed spaevanceeee 4 ae a District... -“ Wells (Norfolk) | 
irmi arlington District . : CA aes p Ree a CL eae 
any me Rie wi oo eA GREE WVRBIE ons 0s0scescarece ss Fortiand Soneyards ; hs Welwyn Gar. Gis 
Bishop’s Stortford. A Deal | ...........045 »-A2 Jarrow BEBs sscscscavicsvacees A Pore Talhol tig West Bromwich C.B. 
BRINE vhnscossesces ay Denbigh Town .. »-A2 : Peatois oe Fe Westbury ..........00 
Blackburn me a C.B. ...... re — aie a Pudsey ....... ny Westcliff-on-Sea.. 

EVIZES os ee eee eee fer wenerenseaceesehewesesnescrne 9) | aaa eo A WHOREERMID — occcesasscies 
erry . of —_ Devon, County of tA2 Kenilworth U.D A PROINOURE cons iocesvenssece A2 Wenton-euper dase ¥ 
Blaydon U.D rN PORWR screens crccotssaoss A Kettering M.B A Radnorshire, County of $A2 Weybridge ....ccccesccedesseess 
Budworth ........ x Didcot .....00 a Keynsham ....... 1A EAUMNOOID. 5 55.5c05<haneds sucseak A2 Weymouth ........ ai 
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For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 6¢d. tPlus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note. —Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive: 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s Rates. - all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 1$d. per hour. Women engaged on work other tham 
craft processes, 2s. 9$d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 80 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


AUTUMN FAIR 


The 1955 Leipzig Autumn Fair will con- 
prise an extensive display of consumer 
goods. In the 15 fair buildings in the city 
centre, 84,000 sq. metres of exhibition area 
will be divided among the 21 sectors, into 
which the exhibits of both parts of Ger- 
many, as well as foreign countries, will be 
grouped. Among the eastern countries, 
Czechoslovakia will have the largest repre- 
sentation, and Rumania and Hungary have 
also reserved display space. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


Warwickshire education committee has 
approved preliminary plans and estimates for 
six new schools in the current building pro- 
gramme. The total cost is £847,000 and 
included are county schools at Atherstone 
(£132,000); Coleshill (£160,000); Solihull 
(£120,000); Stratford upon Avon (County 
Grammar Girls £136,000); Balsall Common 
(£128,000); and Keresley Newland 
(£171,000). 


NEED FOR APPRENTICES 


More than 2,000 apprentices must be 
engaged in the London Region of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association to replace 
craftsmen lost to the industry, states Mr. 
L. J. Holloway, the president, in an 
appeal to members to employ as many 
apprentices as they can. Mr. Holloway 
stresses that there must be vacancies in 
order to attract recruits, and points out 
that now that the future of the industry has 
become more certain, there can be no 
excuse for not taking as many apprentices 
as possible. 


CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS 


A list including all the available publica- 
tions of the Division of Building Research, 
National Research Council, Ottawa, issued 
up to April, 1955, has now been published. 
Also included are those publications issued 
by the National Research Council that per- 
tain to building. 


CANTEEN ADMINISTRATION 


As a guide to canteen administration, 
Intel (Caterers), Ltd., 2 Parkshot, Rich- 
mond, Surrey, have issued a booklet entitled 
“4-Ways of Conducting Your Canteen,” by 
Mr. H. V. Black, FRSA. It deals with 
direct management, outside contracting and 
other techniques. 


BUILDING IN’ ASIA 


A report has been issued by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East, Bangkok, containing compre- 
hensive information on building materials 
and construction methods in that region. 
Apart from production and trade data, it 
includes a section on building materials in 
common use there, with their various advan- 
tages and characteristics. Further details 
from the United Nations Information 
Centre, 14-15 Stratford-place, W1. 


RSA BICENTENARY MEDAL 


Sir Charles Tennyson, Dunlop secretary 
for 20 years, has been awarded the Royal 
Society of Arts Bicentenary Medal for 1955 
in acknowledgment of his outstanding 
services to the promotion of industrial 
design. 
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VALUE OF ROAD TRANSPORT 


Speaking at the half-yearly meeting of 
the Liverpool Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, 
National President, said that one of the 
lessons we had learned from the rail strike 
was the resilience of road transport, par- 
ticularly when it was free from licensing 
restrictions. “As an insurance against 
further such strikes the Government should, 
I suggest, speed up their roads programme 
and at the same time sweep away these 
unnecessary restrictions,” said Mr. Frost. 


PLUMBERS’ FEDERATION SIGN 


The National Federation of Plumbers 
and Domestic Engineers (Employers) is 
organising a competition for a Membership 
Sign suitable for display by its members on 
shopfronts, vehicles and on_ stationery. 
Prizes of £50, £25 and £15 are offered, and 
details are available from the Director, Mr. 
H. Leighton, TD, at 81 Gower-street, 
London, WC1. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 


In a booklet entitled “ Modernisation of 
Industrial Buildings,” which has been issued 
by the Industrial Welfare Society, the 
author, Mr. C. S. White, FRIBA, has 
attempted to bring together a body of ideas 
and experience on ways and means of 
improving existing processes and buildings 
in industry. 


MANCHESTER OVERSPILL PLAN 


At a Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government public inquiry at Manchester 
Town Hall on June 30, Mr. C. A. Marsh, 
Deputy Town Clerk, stated that, on paper, 
plans worked out by Manchester Corpora- 
tion would provide another 17,000 houses 
in the next six years. 

In reality, however, there was only suf- 
ficient land available so far for 13,000 of 
these new homes. Under long-term plans, 
the Corporation proposed to build 48,000 
houses by 1971. To do this new sites for 
14,000 would have to be found outside the 
city. Mr. Marsh was presenting the Cor- 
poration’s case for the compulsory purchase 
of 18 acres of land in the Midland-road area 
of Bramhall, on which the Corporation 
wants to build 160 houses for some 650 
people. 


JOINT CONTRACTS TRIBUNAL 
RIBA Form to be Reviewed 


ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders, the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers have invited associations of local 
authorities and the LCC to be represented 
on the Joint Contracts Tribunal. 

The Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions, the County Councils Association, the 
Urban District Councils Association, the 
Rural District Councils Association and 
the London County Council have all 
accepted the invitation, and a meeting of 
the reconstituted tribunal will be held as 
soon as possible. Its main task will be 
to review the RIBA Standard Form of 
Contract. 
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JOINT CONSULT ATION 

The Building Industry’s Machinery 

THE HALF-YEARLY general meeting of the 
Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers was held at Scarborough on 
July 1. In an address to the gathering, 
Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, president of 
the National Federation, stated that the 
building industry’s experience in the field 
of industrial relations emphasised the wis- 
dom of a statement recently made by Sir 
Walter Monckton, Minister of Labour. The 
Minister had made it clear that he attached 
great importance to a period of reflection 
and consideration before people entered an 
atmosphere of strikes and strike notices. 

Mr. Frost pointed out that “our con- 
sultative machinery is so designed that it 
provides such a period for reflection in cases 
where it is needed, with the result that the 
building industry has suffered no major 
stoppage of work in 30 years.” It was sig- 
nificant, too, that our joint consultative 
machinery had worked with equal smooth- 
ness during periods of industria] extremes 
—the years of widespread unemployment 
before 1939 and the era of full employment 
since the war. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 
Responsibility for their Repair 
THe Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions has decided that it cannot support a 
plea that repair of non-traditional houses 
should be met from the National Exchequer. 
The request came from the Urban Dis- 
trict Council’s Association. Their secretary, 
Mr. H. S. Haslam, said: “It is well known 
that the Ministry have, from time to time, 
coerced local authorities into building non- 
traditional houses and have, in fact, made 
allocations of houses on the understanding 
that a specified type of non-traditional house 
will be erected. Local authorities have 
accepted in such circumstances that the 
Ministry were satisfied from all aspects that 
such houses were technically and structurally 
sound. No individual authority has suffici- 
ent technical staff to challenge the Ministry 

as to the reliability of such dwellings. 

“We are therefore satisfied that local 
authorities, having accepted such assurance 
from the Ministry, should. in the event of 
a defect being revealed in the structure of 
such houses, receive some financial assist- 
ance from the Ministry to remedy the de- 
fects. We are asking other loca] govern- 
ment associations to support this view.” 

The Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions have replied that they recognise there 
are some features of non-traditional houses 
which are not entirely satisfactory and have 
in the past made representations to the 
Ministry about the amount of work which 
authorities have had to undertake in certain 
types of these houses. 

“On the general question, however, they 
think that the responsibility for the erection 
of these houses must be that of the local 
authority; and re-affirm their acceptance of 
the principle that the exchequer should not 
be asked to become liable for the cost of 
work in houses which are the responsibility 
of housing authorities.” 








HAMPSHIRE DEVELOPMENT 


The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the County of 
Hampshire. 





78 


THE BUILDER 





VETERANS’ SHELTER, LEEDS 


Stramit Boards, Ltd., of Cowley Peachey, 
Uxbridge, inform us that Stramit board was 
specified and used as the decking of this 
building, designed by the Leeds City Archi- 
tect, Mr. R. A. H. Livett, OBE, ARIBA, 
illustrated in our issue of June 3. 


TUBE-BENDING MACHINE 


A portable hydraulic machine capable of 
bending ferrous, and non-ferrous tubes of 
not. less than 18-gauge thickness and up 
to 3-in. diameter has been placed on the 
market by Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., of 
Staffa-road, Leyton, E10. It comprises a 
bending head which fits on to a hand- 
operated pump to transfer the straight thrust 
of the ram into a rotary movement. The 
whole unit is self-contained and no site 
fixing is necessary. Bends up to and includ- 
ing 180 degrees can be achieved in one 
Operation without removing the tube or 
adjusting the forming die. 


PLASTIC WELL-BOTTOM CISTERN 


An all-purpose well-bottom type plastic 
flushing cistern has been introduced by 
United Merchants, Ltd., 418-422, Strand, 
WC2, and is intended largely to be used as 
a replacement for the traditional cast-iron 
cistern of that type. The advantages out- 
lined by the makers include the fact that 





the casing will not rust and will resist 
impact damage to the same degree as cast 
iron. The plastic cistern, which conforms 
to BSS 1125, has a greater resistance to 
frost damage, and is not affected by con- 
densation. The operating bell inside has 
been fitted with a special PVC plastic rim, 
to reduce noise and increase working 
efficiency. 


BATH SWIMMING-BATHS 


Special measures to minimise condensa- 
tion have been taken in the reconstruction 
of the Royal Swimming Baths at Bath, since 
the salts contained in the hot spring waters, 
though beneficial to invalids, have serious 
corrosive effects. Special heating pipes and 
extract fans were incorporated in the struc- 
ture, and various wall surfaces were pat- 
terned in a raised design to increase the 
overall surface area, and coated with anti- 
condensation paint. Other walls have been 
protected with “Vitrolite” glass panels. 
The wood, metal and plaster surfaces could 





not, for various reasons, be treated with 
anti-condensation paint, and so tests were 
carried out over a period of nearly eight 
months on samples of various coatings in 
the underground spring chamber. The paint 
eventually selected was resin-based “* Com- 
mando ” enamel supplied by Norman, Smee 
and Dodwell, Ltd., Miles-road, Mitcham, 
Surrey. This enamel was therefore accepted 
for use by the architects for the reconstruc- 
tion work, Rolfe and Crozier Cole, 
L/ARIBA. 


INCREASED RANGE 


New types of flooring materials are being 
developed by Semtex, Ltd., Semtex House, 
The Broadway, NW9, Lord Baillieu, 
Dunlop chairman, told the annual general 
meeting held in London on June 13. To 
meet increasing demands, production is 
being expanded at the new Brynmawr 
factory in South Wales. Small-scale pro- 
duction has already commenced, he said, 
with polyester resin-glass, and plans are in 
hand to meet the demand for specialised 
products, 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
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printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House. 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 











July 8 1955 


INSULATION MATERIALS 

A series of booklets containing facts and 
data concerning the application of their 
products has been produced by Newalls. 
Insulation Co., Ltd., of Purley-way, Croy- 
don. These booklets outline the properties 
of acoustic and thermal insulation materials 
as well as sprayed “Limpet” asbestos. 


A LIGHT - WEIGHT 
panel radiator which can 
be fitted into partition 
walls so that two rooms 
are heated at once is 
being produced by Gulf 
Radiators, Ltd., 229 
Regent-street, W1. This 
partition heating takes 
no space from the room 
areas since the radi- 
ators are recessed, and 
it is claimed that their 
sound insulation closely 
matches that of the 
original dividing wall. 


MASTIC ASPHALTE 


Reprints of the paper prepared by Mr. 
E. Vannan, technical adviser to the Neu- 
chatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., for reading 
before an International Asphalte Congress 
held in Rome last year, are now being 
issued by the company. The subject of 
the paper is “The Application of Mastic 
Asphalte in Relation to Certain Trends in 
Modern Building Construction.” Copies 
from the company at 58, Victoria-street, 
SW. 


PORTABLE GAS HEATER 


The sole concessionaires for Great 
Britain and Western Europe for the distri- 
bution of the “Chinook” portable heater 
(described in our last issue, July 1) are Rufus 
Clarke, Ltd., 437, Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar-square, WC2. This thermo- 
statically controlled heater is fuelled by pro- 
pane gas and produces up to 500,000 BTU’s 
per hour. It can be used as a space heater 
for large buildings of all types, as well as. 
other purposes. 


FLOOR REPAIRS IN HOLLAND 


A building society. known as “ Ons Lim- 
burg,” in the Dutch province of Limburg, 
was recently faced with floor trouble in 
2,300 houses, due to rising damp or con- 
densation in the concrete or magnesite 
floors. As a remedy, the Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd., London-road, Riverhead, Severoaks, 
Kent, recommended that the concrete be 
repaired and the magnesite hacked up, an 
asphalt underlayment put down, and _ the 
whole covered with Marley thermoplastic 
tiles. The work, involving 55,000 sq. yds. 
of flooring, is now in process, and has been 
scheduled to take 12 months at the rate of 
45 houses a week. 


HISTORY OF ALUMINIUM 


The development of the British Alu- 
minium Co., Ltd., Norfolk House, St. 
James’s-square, SW1, from its formation in 
1894 up to the present times, is outlined 
in a history recently published by the com- 
pany. The history, which is well illustrated 
and produced, opens with a brief outline 
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of the early work by Sir Humphry Davy and 
others, leading to the discovery of the basic 
methods used to-day. Then follows the 
history of the British Aluminium Company 
and its early struggles to find uses for a 
virtually unknown metal, the development 
of strong alloys and the phenomenal expan- 
sions of output. The history also outlines 
the development of the company’s sub- 
sidiaries, both in this country and abroad. 
The publication is restricted to a private 
circulation of industry and associations. 


PRICING CHART 

To provide a fast and reliable method 
of pricing different-sized sheets of “ For- 
mica,” Crofield, Ltd., 3, Barnard-hill, N10, 
are issuing their own inch-by-inch price table, 
which by a simple cross-reference shows at 
a glance the price of every size of sheet. 


COMPANY’S RECORD 


An illustrated record of the major projects 
completed by the United Steel Structural 
Co., Ltd., 40, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1, has 
been published. The company includes a 
well-equipped erection section, and one of 
its specialities is the “Castella” beam, 
which can be incorporated in clients’ designs 
and effects economies in the weight of steel 
used. Several applications of this, as well 
as other types of steelwork, are illustrated 
in the book, which is well bound and printed 
on art paper. The pictorial quality of the 
illustrations is high, and the wide variety 
of subjects makes the book well worth 
perusal, 


RAISED OVEN COOKER 


A new electric cooker manufactured by 
the English Electric Co., Marconi House, 
Strand, WC2, has the oven raised above 
the hob so that all cooking operations may 
be done without stooping or stretching. The 
oven iS supported above the hob at a height 
of 43 in. from floor level, the grill placed 
at eye-level in the top of the oven, and the 
height of the hob is 30 in. from the ground. 
In addition to an automatic timer control 
for the oven, heat for the hot cupboard may 
be set to switch on and off automatically 
at a pre-selected time. There is space in 
the hot cupboard for dishes for a full meal 
for eight people, it is lined in vitreous 
enamel, and is completely protected against 
spillage from the hob. Below this is a 
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THE “DYKAN” DIT- 
CHER attachment pro- 
duced by Whitlock 
Brothers, Ltd., Great 
Yeldham, Essex, can be 
fitted to most types of 
tractor-mounted _ fore- 
end loader, and is sus- 
pended by extension 
arms. The attachment 
is self-centering when 
lowered into a trench 
for cleaning purposes, 
and the linkage on the 
excavating bucket pro- 
vides all the adjustment 
necessary on the bucket 
and anchor plate, both 
for depth and angle of 
dig. It is understood 
that about one chain per 
hour can be cleaned on 
an average ditch. 


storage cupboard for pans and kitchen uten- 
sils. The plinth of the cooker is recessed. 
Distribution of the “English Electric” 
raised oven cooker will begin this month. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. T. A. DUNCAN, manager of the fencing depart- 
ment of Boulton & Paul, Ltd., for the past 18 years, 
has resigned and rejoined Messrs. Croggon and Co., 
Ltd., as London director. 

A new company known as Wolf Sales Pty., Ltd.. 
has taken over the selling organisation of Wolf 
Electric Tools throughout Australia. Its directorate 
includes Mr. D. K. NicHoras as chairman; Mr C. F 


MACDONALD, managing director; Mr. B. E. NIcHOLAs; 
and Mr. R. F. Hartto, sales director of the manu- 
facturing company. Wolf Sales Pty., Ltd., will 


operate from 122-124, Sussex-street, Sydney. 
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BURMA.—The Burmese Government is 
to spend over £1m. on a factory to be built 
at Thamaing for the manufacture of gunny 
bags. ... It is reported that arrangements 
have been made for the construction of a 
state iron-smelting factory at Rangoon in 
1956. 

CUBA.—The National Finance Corpora- 
tion has arranged a loan of $10m. for the 
Cuban Electricity Co., intended to enable 
them to carry out new installations planned 
for the period up to and including 1958. 
... The Bank of Social and Economic 
Development has earmarked $6m. for build- 
ing houses for persons with less than $1,500 
a year. They will be in the Havana area. 


MALAYA.—The following information 
regarding proposed electrical energy 
development schemes has been received 
from the Central Electricity Board of the 
Federation of Malaya, Batu-road, PO Box 
No. 1003, Kuala Lumpur: 

The establishment of the post of chief 
planning engineer in 1953/54 has enabled 
greater attention to be given to long-term 
development, technical investigation of 
major projects and the standardisation of 
equipment. During the year 1953/54 
the construction section, which was pre- 
viously under the control of the area man- 
ager, central area, was reorganised and 
placed under the chief planning engineer. 

Construction work carried out during the 
year can be divided into five sections, Con- 
naught Bridge power station Stage II, major 
projects undertaken by the construction 
section, diesel generating stations, new 
village installations and construction work 
controlled by area managers. All sections 
were fully occupied throughout the year 
and the recruitment of additional engineers 
in the early part of 1954 enabled additional 
work to be put in hand. 

Reports on the long-term development of 
the distribution systems for Klang, Kota 
Bharu and Ipoh were prepared during the 
year, and the following major projects 
investigated, planned, and passed to the 
construction section for execution: (a) 
Development of the Johore Bahru 22 kv 
system, which will provide for a supply to 
the Tebrau Water Works (ultimate load 
6,000 kva) and the British Far Eastern 
Broadcasting Station and the installation of 
a second 22 kv feeder from Singapore. (b) 
Development of the 66 kv _ transmission 
system, which includes the provision of a 
third 66 kv interconnector between Con- 
naught Bridge power station and Bungsar 
power station and the building of a 20,000 
kva 66/33 kv sub-station at Rawang. (¢) 
The provision of a 66/11 kv sub-station at 
Alor Gajah to supply an 11 kv system for 
the surrounding rural area and the new 
water pumping station at Gadek. 

The chief planning engineer is responsible 
for the Cameron Highlands Hydro-electric 
project investigations. These investigations 
had been held up due to the difficult 
security situation in the area, but an 
improvement towards the end of the year 
allowed survey work to be resumed. Large 
scale maps based on aerial photographs of 
the area were made by Hunting Aero- 
Surveys, Ltd., of London, and the board's 
consulting engineers were able to prepare a 
preliminary layout of Stage I from these 
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maps. An experienced civil engineer was 
recruited during the year and a team of 
three engineers from the board’s civil 
engineering consultants had arrived on site 
by the end of the year and preparations 
were being made to carry out the final field 
survey for Stage I. 

It is anticipated that field survey work 
will be completed by July, 1955, to an 
extent sufficient to allow detailed designs 
and specifications to be prepared for Stage I 
(50,000 kw) and for an estimate of capital 
requirements to be made. (The foregoing 
details replace information concerning future 
electrical energy developments in Malaya 
given in our issue of ‘April 1.) 

PERSIA .—The Seven Year Plan Organisa- 
tion in Persia has decided to spend some 
£20m. to £30m. over the next eight years 
on roads. Credit facilities have been pro- 
vided for the purchase of British equipment 
up to the value of £10m. 


FIBREBOARD INQUIRY 


*The Atlas Roofing Co., 515, Milby-street, 
Houston, Texas, USA, are interested in 
obtaining a United Kingdom source of 
supply of Fibreboard (thicknesses from 
+ in. to 2} in., sizes of 2 ft. by 4 ft.). 

Exporters interested in this inquiry should 
write by air mail direct to the Houston 
concern with quotations in dollars on a price 
of cif Houston for fibreboard of the speci- 
fied dimensions. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/13575/55. 


NATO TENDERS 


The following information regarding 
NATO contracts has recently been released: 
In France, fuel-storage depots are to be 
constructed at an airfield at a cost of 
£145,000. Tenders will be called for the 
civil engineering and installation works con- 
nected with the construction of these depots. 
Firms interested in tendering should write 
to the Ministere de la Defense Nationale et 
des Forces Armées, Service de I’Infrastruc- 
ture de |’Air, 26, Boulevard Victor, Paris. 

In Italy two contracts will be going out 
to tender. One is for £234,000 for the con- 
struction of new and rehabilitation of 
existing buildings comprising squadron 
operations and dispersal huts, remote trans- 
mitter building, maintenance workshop, 
motor-vehicle maintenance shop, parachute 
tower, storage and warehouse buildings and 
12 guard rooms. Full details are available 
from the Ministero della Difesa, Aero- 
nautica, Direzione Generale del Demanio, 
Viale Castro, Pretorio, Roma. 

In Luxembourg a £371,000 contract is 
open to tender for airfield construction 
works which include the building of run- 
ways and ancillary buildings. Interested 
firms can receive details from the Engenieur 
D’Arrondissement des Ponts et Chaussees, 
7 rue Albert Premier, Luxembourg. 

A £29,000 contract for road construction 
works will be open to tender in the Nether- 
lands. Information regarding this contract 
is available from De Directeur Gebouwen, 
Werken en Terreinen, Bagijnestraat, 40, The 
Hague, Holland. (Details of other NATO 
tenders were given in The Builder of 
June 24.) 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Road Fund Grants for New Town 
GRANTS from the Road Fund towards 
the construction of classified roads in 
East Kilbride New Town, Lanarkshire, have 
now reached a total of £735,000. 
The latest grants, amounting to £85,000, 


have been made by Mr. John Boyd- 
Carpenter, Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation, towards the cost of building a 
bridge to carry a new road over the railway 
at College Milton on the western outskirts 
of East Kilbride New Town, and a section 
of a new road leading northwards from the 
bridge. 

These works, costing £116,000, are part 
of the classified road system required for 
the development of the new town. Lanark- 
shire County Council, as highway authority, 


are carrying out the works in agreement with: 


the New Town Development Corporation. 


Grangemouth Refinery Project 

AN £8M. constructional programme has 
been announced by British Petroleum 
Chemicals, Ltd., for their Grangemouth 
refinery, where it is intended to duplicate 
the plant erected in 1951. While the bulk 
of the work will be metal fabrication, the 
project will involve a certain amount of 
structural work. 

The main contract has been given to the 
Stone and Webster Engineering Corporation 
in co-operation with their British associates 
E. B. Badger and Sons, Ltd.; the Kellog 
International Corporation will be responsible 
for one new part of the construction. All 
the work, with the exception of some highly 
specialised parts, will be handled in the 
United Kingdom. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 


TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 — 
& a, 
Ist es or os ee 44 0 
2nd a a «« oF 58 8 
— rr on oe 88 0 
4th i a -. 66% 117 4 
Sth ie 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) he a on ee 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ae 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Auchinairn.—Lanarkshire CC  has_ had plans 
approved for the second development of the South 
Springfield housing site (78 houses). Architect, 
Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. i 

Banffshire.—Plans are in hand for the Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., Glasgow, for factory at a 
Buckie _ site. Architects, Alexander Marshall, 
Mackenzie & Sons (F&A), 31, Bon Accord-sq., Great 
Western-rd., Aberdeen. Heating and lighting con- 
sulting engineers, Hully & Kirkwood. 36. Elmbank- 
crescent, India-st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Dunfriesshire.—Plans are to be prepared for a 
new county theatre at a Dumfries site. Architect, 
James Gordon Kinghorn (F), 136, Irish-st., Dumfries. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted in Dean of Guild 
Court to Scottish Omnibuses, Ltd., for the erection 
of a bus station at Clyde-st. (est. cost, £85,000). 
Present plans, in so far as the frontage on St. Andrew- 
sq. and the exits are concerned, are to be adjusted 
with the town planning officer. Warrant granted 
Edinburgh Corporation for the erection of a school 
and three schoolhouses at Gilmerton-rd. (est. cost, 
£325,000). Warrant granted St. Cuthbert’s Co-opera- 
tive Association, Ltd., Edinburgh, for the erection of 
a suite of four shops to cost approximately £20,000, 
at Kingsknowe-rd. North. 

Fifeshire.—Plans have been approved for housing 
scheme for Falkland, at the Cross Wynd develop- 
ment scheme. Council A. George Mark (F), County- 
bidgs., Cupar. 

plo ag prepared for the Federated 
Paints Co., Ltd., have been approved for block of 
buildings at Townhead Dobbies Loan. Architects, 
Frank Burnet, Boston & James Bell (F&A), 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Youth 
Centre at Sinclair-rd., Battlefield Area. Architects, 
Will B. Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), 9, Woodside- 
p!., Sauchiehall-st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for the Scot- 
tish Gas Board (Glasgow Div.) for £1,000,000 
scheme to be carried out at the gas works at 
Provan. Chief Gas Engineer, D. F. Young, City 
Gas Offices, Municipal-bldgs., John-st., Glasgow. 

Grangemouth.—Plans have been approved for 
housing development at Primrose-ave. housing site. 
Council A. J. G. Wallace (F). Master of Works 
Offices. Grangemouth. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire CC is to erect a new St. 
James Grammar School, for which plans are in hand. 
Council A, William R. Watt (F), County Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. ; 

Island of Orkney.—The county education authority 
has on hand a large scheme of new schools, and 
alterations, additions and extensions to _ present 
schools. including two (est. cost £30,000 each) at 
Kirkwall; additions to the technical college at Strom- 
ness; and new central school. The total estimated 
expenditure on schools all over the island is 
£175,000, for which plans will be prepared by archi- 
tects chosen by Council. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for J. W. 
Cook (Motors), Ltd., for new showrooms. exten- 
sion to garage, etc., at Burnside-rd.. High Blantyre. 
Architect, James H. Malloy (A), 335a, St. Vincent- 
st.. Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for new 
buildings for Alexander W. Thomson, Ltd., at 132, 
Main-st., Bellshill. Architect, William Baird (F). 
147, Main-st., Bellshill 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for the 
East Kilbride Development Corporation for factory 
to be erected at College Milton industrial estate, 
East Kilbride. Architect, Frank G. Scott (L), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for John 
Maclean, Parkview Garage, East Kilbride, for com- 
mercial garage and workshops. Architect. Joseph 
W. Francis (F), 17, Cloverhill-ter., East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—-Plans have been prepared for 
William Frame, Ltd., 2, Hamilton-rd., Larkhall, 
for office buildings and showrooms at Larkhall. 
Architects, James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & 
Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement of this and 


previous issues. 


pages 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For sore contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 7. 
*tCroydon CBC.—Three-storey block of six flats 
at Brighton-rd. E. 

*tCroydon CBC.—Three-storey block of 12 flats 
at Purley-rd. BE 


*tNorth-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—Extensions to boiler house at Southend 
General Hospital. Secretary, lla, Portland-pl., 
London, WI. 


JULY 12. 

Birmingham City C.—Eight shops and 5 flats at 
Wood-la., Bartley Green. City A, Civic Centre. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 10. 

*tNorfolk CC.—New police station, with two houses 
attached, together with magistrates’ court building, 
at Fakenham. County A, 27, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 

*+Wilts CC.—Additional classrooms at Swindon 
Central Prim. Sch. C, County Hall, Trowbridge. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 9 


JULY 13. 
*tBristol City C.—28 houses at Stockwood. City 
A, Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 14. 
*+Kidderminster BC.—Six shops and six flats at 
Comberton estate. BE&S, 110, Mill-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
*+Wilts CC.—Erection of Prim. Sch. at Upavon, 
nr. Pewsey. C, County Hall. Trowbridge. Dept. 
£2 2s. Tenders by Aug. 10. 


JULY 15. 

*+Burnley CBC.—(1) 16 bungalows and 21 houses 
at Eastern-ave.; (2) 10 bungalows at Belvedere-rd. 
BE&S, 22/24, Nicholas-st. 

*tExeter City ©C.—Frection of Beacon Heath 
Infants’ Sch. off Summer-la., Whipton. City A, 
Municipal Offices. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Junior Girls’ lavatory block 
at Central District (Argyle-rd.) Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£1. Tenders by Aug. II. 

*tSouth-East Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. Board.— 
New Out-Patients Unit at Lewisham Hospital, 
iia Lewisham. Secretary, 11, Portland-pl., 


We; Watford BC.—Demolition of buildings at Rogers’ 
Timber Yard, Beechen-gr. BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


JULY 16. 

*Ely UDC.—32 flats at Nev: Barns housing estate. 
E&S. Council Offices. Lynn-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tGuestling.— Extensive alterations aan additions to 
Guestling Church of England Sch. Hilton and J. M. 
Wright (AA), 11, Campden Hill-rd., London, W8. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*tSelby UDC.—Block of six old people's dwellings 

I 


# Stainer Wood estate. G. Thompson (F), 
Clifton-chbrs., Park-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 18. 


*tHove BC.—Ten flats at corner of Hangleton-rd. 
and Clarke-ave. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Staines UDC -—Public lavatories at Elmsleigh car 
Park. E&S Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 19. 

*tDurham CC.—Additional toilet accommodation 
at Bishop Auckland Girls’ Gram. Sch.; erection of 
Fire Brigade Headquarters, Durham. County A. 

*tSomerset EC.—Erection of Yeovil Buckler’s 
Mead Sec. Mod. Sch. W. J. Deacon, Chief Ed. 
ow County Ed. Office Trull-rd., Taunton. Dep. 
2 2s 


JULY 20. 

*tMitcham BC.—Block of 9 flats. block of 4 
Cottage flats and one terrace of 4 houses at Pitcairn- 
td. BE&S, Town Hall. Tenders by Aug. 20. 

*tWatford BC.—‘50 houses in Meriden neighbour- 
hood, Garston. BE&S. Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 21. 
*tIpswich CBC.—19 bungalows at 
BE&S, 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
Aug. 25 
*tWimbledon BC.—Garages, workshops and mess- 
room at Open Spaces and Cemeteries Depot, 
Durnsford-rd. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 22. 
*tWandsworth BC.—Block of shops and 18 flats, 
Clapham. BE&A. ; 
*tWest Sussex CC.—Two-bay fire. station at 
Storrington (Job No 2446). County A, County Hall, 
Chichester 


‘lapgate-la. 
Tenders by 


JU 

*tSevenoaks RDC. = "Cae block of four ageing 
persons’ bungalows; (b) one block of four houses; 
(c) three pairs of houses at housing site, North-st. 
Cowden. E&S, ** Inglewood,’’ Oak Hill-rd. Dep. 
a2 2. 

JULY 25. 

*Barrow-in-Furness CBC.— Reinforced concrete 
basement, foundations and structural steelwork, being 
phase 1 of police headquarters and magistrates’ 
court. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bradford TC.—Five pairs of aged _ persons’ 


bungalows at Thorpe Edge estate, Idle. City E&S, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Smethwick CBC.—16 garages at  Fenton-st. 


BE&S. Council House. Dep. £2 2s 
JULY. 26. 
*Brighton CBC.—Fire station at Roedean-rd. 
BE&S. 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Meriden RDC.—Twelve garages, etc., at new 
council depot, stage 1. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 27. 
*New Sarum City C.—Six blocks of flats (53 flats) 


with 11 garages, outbuildings, etc., at ‘* The 
Brambles,’’ London-rd. City E, Council House, 
Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Preston CBC.—Alterations and adaptations at 


230-234, Brockholes-view to form aged | © saieaad 
hostei. BE&S, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2 
JULY 28. 

*Staines UDC.—42 houses at Convent housing 
estate, Ashford. E&S. Shortwood House, 240, 
London-rd., Staines. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 


*Lincoln CC (parts of ren —District Nurse’s 
house at Heighington. County A, County Offices. 
Sleaford 

AUGUST 4. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—2 double and 4 single shops 
and 8 flats at Castlemilk, Unit 3. Tormusk-rd., Area 
R3. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 
Glasgow, Cl 

NO DATE. 

*Wakefield TC.—Block of 2 classrooms at Lawe- 

field-la. Sch. City E, Town Hall. 


PINCHIN 
JOHNSON 


tor 


HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots: 


BELFAST Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-3-4 
BRIGHTON, 1 ... am Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8 Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, 11 Leeds 24377 
LIVERPOOL, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
MANCHESTER, 3 Blackfriars 380c 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1.» =Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 


ESTABLISHED 1834 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


Hot-water system for 85 
houses at Nordley Hill estate and 12 bungalows at 
Woden-way. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

JULY 14. 

*tLincoln CC (parts of Kesteven).—Low-pressure 
hot-water heating installation at Bourne Jun. and 
Cty. Sec. Mod. Sch. County A. 

JULY 15. 

*t+Halifax CBC.—Supply of materials for erection of 
fire station. BE, Crossley-st. 

*+Southampton CBC.—External redecorations and 


JUL 
*}Wednesfield UDC.— 


minor repairs, Ludlow-rd. junior boys’ and girls’ 
schools. Boro’ A. Dep. £1: Tenders by August 11. 
JULY 16. 


*Bromley BC.—External decoration of 120 houses, 
Turpington estate. Property Manager. Dep. 

**Plymouth City C.—Repairs, alterations and 
redecorations at District Nurses’ Home, Stonehouse. 


City A. 
JULY 18. 
*Ormskirk UDC.—External painting of 117 houses 
at various sites. S, Council Offices. 
JULY 20. 
UDC.—Externa! painting of 
Museum and Town Hall. E&S. 
JULY 21. 
*Sutton and Cheam BC.—External painting of 84 


*Alton 
Rooms, 


Assembly 


houses and 36 flats. Chief Housing Officer, 24, 
Cheam-rd., Sutton. Dep. £1 Is. 
JULY 28. 


*Middleton BC.—Supply and delivery of wooden 
windows and front door frames for 68 houses and 
36 flats at Hollin estate. Boro’ 

*Middleton BC.—Artificial stone canopies for 68 
houses and 36 flats, Hollin estate. Boro’ A. 

AUGUST 2. 

*Sheffield City C.—Electrical and mechanical in- 

stallations at Chaucer Sec. Mod. Sch. City A. Dep. 


£2. 
NO DATE. 

*Islington MBC.—Supply, erection and painting 3 
lantern’ lights, Caledonian-rd. baths. Housing 
Estates Manager, 220, Upper-st., N.1. 

ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JULY 16. 

+Newton Abbot UDC.—Main sewerage. Cyril 
Lunn, AMICE, E&S, 14, Devon-sq., Newton Abbot. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

ULY 20. 

Slough .: Surtac water relief sewer at Mill-st. 

BE. Dep. 
JULY 28. 
Wellingborough UDC.—Doddington-rd. improve- 


ment work. R. Kilby, E&S, Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JULY 29. 
Wincanton RDC.—Templecombe sewerage and 


Harvey McGill & Hayes, consult- 
Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. 


sewage disposal. 
ing engineers, 38, 


Dep. £5. 
JULY 30. 

Hambledon RDC.—Contract 1, Elstead main 
drainage scheme and sewage disposal works. E to 
the Council. Dep. £5 5s. 

Sleaford UDC.—Extensions tq sewage disposal 
works. Silcock and Simpson, consulting E, 10, Park- 


row. Leeds, 1. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Cannon-st.—OrFices.—A new block of offices, six 
storeys high, is to be built near St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The building, which is expected to be completed by 
end of next vear, will be on an island site in Cannon- 
st.. bounded by Old Change, Distaff-la. and Knight- 
rider-st. It will be known as ‘** Old Change House.’’ 
Work has begun on clearing the war-damaged site. 
The agents, Fawdry & Evans, state that the build- 
ing is expected to cost about £530,000. The archi- 
tect is T. H. Birks, FRIBA, 2, Ludgate Hill, EC4, 
and the plans are awaiting approval by the Citv 
authorities. The, plan provides for a banqueting 
chamber in the basement. 

Friern Barnet.—F.Lats.—Plans have been submitted 
to UDC by the Command Land Agent, Eastern Com- 
mand, for the development of the old gun site at 
Whetstone (housing site No. 18) by the erection of a 
new barracks to accommodate the War Department’s 
Home Postal Centre and garages. Certain land will 
become available as housing sites, and UDC are 
recommended to acquire a site for the erection of 
24 three-bedroom flats and to invite K. R. Smith, 
ARIBA, 4, Raymond-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, to 
prepare a scheme of development as soon as possible. 
MH and LG approval is being sought for the 
proposals. 

Friern Barnet.—F.Lats.—By-law approval has beer 
given to proposals by C. J. Pilgrim & Sons, builders, 
18, Alexandra-gr., N12, for the erection of four flats 
and five garages at the site of 3, Stanford-rd., N11. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses AND _ BUNGAI ow.—TP 
approval has been granted to W. G. Wingrove & 
Sons, builders, 26a, Willow-walk, N15, for the pro- 
posed erection of two houses and one bungalow with 
garages at Nos. 23, 25 and 27, Oakleigh Park 
South, N20. 
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Friern Barnet.—Houses.—The erection of 24 
houses on land at the rear of ‘* Willowdene ”’ and 
1510, High-rd., N20, proposed by F. & H. Joyce, 
Ltd., Howcroft-cres, N3, has been given TP consent. 

Mitcham. — SITE ACQUISITION. — The 10-acre 
Stadium has been bought by Wates, Ltd., 1258, 
London-rd., SW16, contractors, as a housing site. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc.—MH&LG have confirmed 
compulsory purchase order in respect of acquisition 
by BC for housing purposes of land between 72-76, 
Leyton-rd. 

Wimbledon.—BuNGALows AND Houses.—BC _ has 
approved detailed application for permission to 
develop 9 plots on site of 10, Arthur-rd. by erection 
of six bungalows and three houses. 

Wimbledon.—Housinc ScHEME.—MH&LG has 
approved of existing contract with Messrs. Woodcock 
Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., being extended to include 
second and final stage ef development of Gap-rd 
housing site by erection of further 42 flats on same 
terms as existing contract. 

Wimbledon.—PrINTING WorKS.—BC has recom- 
mended North Surrey Area Sub-Com. to grant per- 
mission to erect single-storey factory building for 
use as printing works on land between 173-185, 
Hartfield-rd. 

Woolwich.—Fiats.—BE has submitted a scheme 
for developing two sites at Hengist-rd., on the Horn 
Park section of Middle Park estate, by the erection 
of two blocks of three-storey flats, providing a total 
of 18 flats. MBC have approved the scheme, and 
MH and LG approval is being sought. 

Woolwich.—A PpPpoINnTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that Searle & Searle, Amen House, Warwick-sq., 
EC4, be appointed architects for the erection of 
dwellings on the Lakedale-rd., Swingate-la., Kingsdale- 
rd. and Shrewsbury-la. sites and such other schemes 
as may be allocated. 

Woolwich.—SiT—E AcQUISITION.—MBC have been 
recommended to acquire the site of the Oakdale 
Laundry, Upton-rd., Plumstead, for development for 
housing purposes. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bedlington.—Factory additions covering 60,000 
sq. ft. Proposed for Welwyn Electrical Laboratories. 
Scheme still in preliminary stages. William Stockdale, 
73, Howard-st., North Shields, been appointed A. 

Blaydon (Co. Durham).—Pithead baths proposed at 
Barlow Towneley Colliery. No amen cieme. 
NCB Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, 
Northumberland. 

Border.—RDC approved layout for erection of 56 
houses, 24 flats and 9 garages at Blackwell. 

Brighouse.—BE to prepare plans and estimates for 
erection of buildings on Wakefield-rd. Industrial Estate 
for W. E. Coffey & Son, Ltd., and Yorkshire Die- 
Casting Co., Ltd. 

Bromborough.—Nash Kelvinator, Ltd., Crewe, pro- 
Pose erection of large new factory. Architects, Sir 
A. * Shennan & Ptnrs., 17, North John-st., Liver- 
pool. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC to negotiate a contract with J. 
Harris & Son (Builders), Ltd., Blackheath, for erec- 
tion of second instalment of houses on Hartle-la. 
estate, Belbroughton. Architect, H. T. W. Gough, 
Birmingham.—Approved plans: 4 houses at Dark-la., 
Romsley, for John Harris & Son (Builders), Ltd.; 6 
cottages at Upper Bentley for Bentley Estates, Ltd.; 
to sell site at Gaunts estate, Alvechurch, to RC 
Auths. for erection of new church. 


Bromsgrove.—Messrs. John and David Martin, 
Ltd., propose development of Ford House Farm 
estate. 

Bury.—TC propose extensions by provision of 50- 
place wing at Brandlesholme House Hostel for Aged. 
Plans by BE, J. Chadwick. 

Carlisle.-—Governors of St. Patrick’s RC Sch. pro- 
Pose extensions to school premises.—TC approved 
plans: Erection of new gymnasium at Boys’ Club, 
Currock-rd., for National Association of Boys’ Clubs. 
Architects, Mann & Ptnrs., 28, Lowther-st., Carlisle; 
Warehouse, garage and offices at The Durranhill In- 
dustrial Estate for Reid Bros.; Offices, stores, work- 
shop and garage at Durranhill Industrial Estate for 
Robsons Border Transport, Ltd. 

Chesterfield.—TC to sell site at Infirmary-rd. to 
Derbyshire CC for extensions to Chesterfield College 
of Technology.—Hospital Management Com. propose 
extensions to Scarsdale Hosp.—BC to negotiate con- 
tract with George Wimpey Co., Ltd., London, for 














erection of 240 ‘‘No Fines ’’ houses,‘ roads and 
sewers at Whittington estate. 
Chester-le-Street.—Pithead baths. medical centre, 


canteen and lamp room to be erected at West Pelton 
Coiliery by NCB. Board’s Architects’ Dept., Ashfield 
Towers, Gosforth, Northumberland. 

Clay Cross.—Methodist Church (Rev. W. H. 
Huxtable) propose erection of church on Holmgate 
estate. 

Camberland.—CC giving further consideration ,to 
£29,000 scheme for construction of clinic and admin. 
offices at Flatt Walks, Whitehaven.—EC to spend 
£70,000 on additions and repairs to 14 schools. 

Cumberland.—CC to invite tenders for 12 houses 
for police authority at Carleton Hall, Penrith, £32,000 
est.—EC propose new premises at Houghton, £10,000 
est.; two additional classrooms and adaptation at 
‘Whitehaven Kells Sec. Sch., £11,000 est. 

Darlington.—RDC to acquire sites for erection of 


THE BUILDER 


60 to 70 houses. 
Offices. 


Derby.—Sheffield Reg. Hosp. Board propose ex- 
tension to sisters’ dining room and reorganisation of 
patients’ reception suite at City Hosp. Architects, 
T Thorpe & Ptnrs., 41, Friargate, Derby. 

Durham.—Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, to rebuild ‘* Greyhound Inn,’’ 
West Rainton. Plans prepared by E. M. Lawson, 
Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Durham.—County EC to carry out additions to 
Washington Alderman Smith Sec. Sch. to provide 
extra 400 places. County A, G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la.. Durham. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans for additional 
classroom and metalwork room at Homer Hill Sec. 
Mod. Sch., Cradley, for Worcs. CC.—Appointed 
A. T. Butler & Ptnrs., 31, Priory-st., Dudley, as A 
for erection of houses at Bassnage Farm estate and 
J. T. C. Cole, Long-la., Blackheath, Birmingham, as 
A for erection of flats at Highfield. 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC received approval to 
building of 120 houses, cost not to exceed £153,000. 
S, H. C. Bestow. 


Hyde.—TC approve layout for 20 houses and 2 
shops with flats over at Cheetham Fold estate, 
£35,626 est. : 


Keighley.—EC approved revised scheme for exten- 
sions at Braithwaite Open Air School, £10,000 est. 


Lancs.—EC propose erection of assembly hall, 
sanitary offices and cloakrooms at Riddy-with-Wrea 
Endowed Sch. , 


Manchester.—Cheetham Properties, Ltd., propose 
conversion of existing warehouse to form warehouse, 
offices and showrooms at 27, Church-st. A, Eric 
Levy, 32, Deansgate.—Phoenix Photo Engraving Co., 
Ltd., propose erection of three-storey works and 
offices adjoining 73, Ellesmere-st. and 76, Cawdor-st., 
Hulme. A, J. Price Nunn & Quysner, Oxford-rd.— 
District Bank, Ltd., 13, Spring-gdns., propose con- 
version of community centre into bank and offices at 
1065, Oldham-rd., Newton Heath.—Refuge Assurance 
Co., Ltd., 103, Oxford-rd., propose demolition of 
existing buildings and erection of residential hotel 
or inn on ground floor with offices above at 17/23, 
Lower Mosley-st., 24, East-st., and site of 16/22, 
East-st., City. 

Manchester.—Park Wireless, Ltd., propose garage, 
showroom, offices and wireless maintenance depot on 
site at corner Raby-st./Westwood-st., Moss _ Side. 
A, H. F. V. Newsome, 36, Derby-rd., Heaton Moor. 
—C of E Auths, propose erection of new sec. sch. on 
site bounded by Rochdale-rd., Queen’s-rd._ and 
Alexandra-st., Collyhurst. Plans by City A, Town 


Plans ‘by S, J. D. Collins, Council 
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Hall, Manchester.—Atlas Estates, Ltd., propose 
three-storey extension to showrooms and stores a 
5, Great Marlborough-st. Plans by Bertram Done 
55, Cross-st., Manchester. ; 
Middlesbrough.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st, 
Stockton-on-Tees, agchitect for proposed Methodis; 
Church on Whinney Banks Estate. 
Middlesbrough.—Cairns & Byles, 8, Osborne-rd,, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, been appointed heating and 
electrical consultants by EC for proposed kitchen 
dining-room at Archibald Sch. and assembly hall at 
Danegarth Cty. Prim. Sch. 
Morley.—TC to seek approval for layout of approxi. 
mately 486 dwellings at Low Moor estate. 
Murton (Co. Durham).—New church hall proposed 
for Holy Trinity Church, Murton, for Vicar, Rey, 
W. J. F. Kerby, and Parochial Church C. 
Newark.—TC propose construction of new council 
chamber, £45,000 est. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Philipson & Co., Oxford-st,, 
to make alterations for offices and studio. Plans by 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl— 
Limmer & Trinidad Co., Ltd., Glasshouse-st., to build 
laboratory, store and offices. A. Mauchlen, Weight 
man & Elphick, 12, Saville-row. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Studio to be built in Leazes. 
terr. by Institute of Education. Plans by Turley & 
Williamson, 46, Jesmond-rd.—Hsg. Com. to build 
33 flats and maisonettes in blocks on site in Hill-st, 
Plans by City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market.— 
Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., planning to build new PH 


at Bedlington. A, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger 
House, Blackett-st. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans being prepared by 


L. J. Couves & Ptnrs., Carliol House, for offices, 
Hood-st., for Grainger Building Society, Hood-st.— 
M. Aynsley & Son, engineers, Heber-st., to erect 
showrooms in Percy-st. lans by L. B. West, 21, 
Wenlock-rd., South Shields.—Strakers (Newcastle), 
Ltd., to build garage in Leighton-st. and Rippondale- 
st. A, M. A. Mackenzie, 1, Eldon-sq.—Plans for 
rebuilding large stores in Northumberland-st. for W. 
Barratt & Co., Ltd., footwear manufacturers, 
approved. A, Marshall & Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., 
Newcastle. 

North Riding.—EC to seek tenders for assembly hall 
at Yarm Grammar Sch.—Plans for extensions to Top- 
cliffe Prim. Sch. been approved. Plans by County 
A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—CC to let contract for erection of 
offices and stores at Stokesley highways depot. County 
A, H. J. Knowles, County Hall, Northallerton. 

Northumberland.—County EC plan new school in 
forestry village of Byrness in North Northumberland. 
Start on building work is expected during present 
financial year. County A, C. C. Brown, County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Notts.—EC seek Min. approval for inclusion of 
following schemes in 1956/7 programme:—Construc- 
tion of third and fourth floors and completion of 
workshop block at Mansfield College of FE, £135,102 
est.; completion of gymnasium, assembly hall, entrance 
hall and administration block at Beeston College of FE, 
£160,060 est.; extensions at Worksop Cty. Tech. 
College, £70,000 est.; Misterton Sec. Mod. Sch., 
£88,220 est.; Southwell Edward Cludd Sec. Mod. 
Sch. (completion), £42,397 est.; East Leake Sec. 
Mod., £93,500 est.; Phase 2 of extensions at Newark 
Cty. Tech. College, £11,829 est.; extensions at Worksop 
Cty. Tech. College, £22,200 est.; fifth bay of Gold- 
smith-st. block for Nottingham and District Tech. 
College, £10,375 est. 

Oldham.—EC propose erection of new domestic 
science room at Greenhill Gram. Sch. Plans by 
Schools A. 


Ripley.—Derbys. EC propose erection of sec. tech, 
sch. 

Rochdale.—TC approved plans for new office block 
at Belfield Works, Kenworthy-st., for William 
Tatham, Ltd. 

Rotherham.—Barnsley Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of hotel at Thurnscoe. A, D. B. Jenkinson 
& Son, Imperial-bldgs., Rotherham. 

Royton.—UDC propose 54 houses and flats at 
Flake-la. site. A, Heywood and Ogden, 12, Clegg- 
st., Oldham. ( 

Rugby.—RDC approved plans for erection of 5 
shops and maisonettes at Long Lawford. 

Runcorn.—UDC approved draft layout for erec- 
tion of 167 dwellings at Halton Lodge Farm, adjacent 
to Boston-ave.—Approved plans_ for churoh and 
church hall at Sandy-la., Weston Point, for Vicar of 
All Saints’ Church, Runcorn, and Chester Diocesan 
Board of Finance. ; 

Sedgefield.—RDC to substitute eight houses for six 
duaes weepeend to be built at Ferryhill; and to build 
shopping centre on nine acres of land to be developed 
for house building. Plans by S, J. Tarran. ‘ 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board appointed J. Manse! 
Jenkinson & Son, 18, Norfolk-row, Sheffield, as A 
for erection of prefabricated building for laboratory 
extension at Northfield-rd. Blood Transfusion Centre. 

Southport.—TC to prepare plans for conversion and 
adaptation of part of Lincoln House to form an occu- 
pation centre. 

South Shields.—Northumberland Hotels, Ltd., to 
erect licensed premises in Steward-cres. A, Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st. 

South Shields.—TC authorised BE, John Reid, to 
begin site preparation works in connection with con- 
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struction of crematorium at Simonside. Project not 
yet sanctioned by Ministry. 

‘ Southwell.—RDC propose 6 bungalows and 4 flats 
at Blidworth, 10 houses and 6 bungalows at Clipstone, 

16 houses at Edwinstowe and 6 houses and 10 bunga- 
fows at Ollerton. 

Spennymoor.—UDC to clear 2$ acres and build 
houses and shops. G. A. Gray, Camden-st., 
North Shields. 

Stockport.—BC propose erection of 
clinic at Brighton-ave. and Gorton-rd. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC approved plans by Flowers 
Transport, Ltd., for construction of two-storey office 
block and garage. 

Sunderland.—New chapel, cost £10,000, to be built 
at Jesuit Retreat House, Corby Hall. Father W. 
D’Andria priest in charge. 

Sunderland.—Binns, Ltd., contemplating recon- 
struction of their.store at corner Fawcett-st/Borough- 
rd. It is also proposed to rebuild garage in Union-st. 

Wellington.—UDC received approval! for erection of 
9 flats at Jacksons-la. 

Westmorland.—CC propose erection of divisional 
police headquarters at Kendal, £40,000 est. 

Wolverhampton.—National Provincial Bank, Ltd., 
propose erection of three-storey bank and offices at 
junction Salop-st./Darlington-st. Plans by Staff A, 
15, Bishopsgate, London, EC2. 


combined 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 


Depart- 


Aberdeen.—Protestant primary school (sub unit 11) 
at the Mastrick housing site. Council A, George M. 
Keith (F), Bread-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. Ex- 


cavation, concrete, brick. building, etc.: James 
Leitch & Co., Ltd., 127, Causewayend, £23,197. 
Accrington.—Crematorium for BC. G. Heys, 

MSc(Tech), MIMunE, Town Hall, Accrington. Quan- 


tities by Boro’ E: *Mullen & Durkin, Ltd., Trafal- 
gar-st., Burnley, £12,290. 

Barnsley.—4 pairs of shops and flats at the Athers- 
ley North Estate for TC: *E. Ibbotson, Ltd.. Cud- 
worth, £25,673. 

Bedford.—Erection of 10 bungalows in Queen’s-dr. 
and 4 houses in Vicar’s-walk, Putnoe estate, for TC: 
*Gambriel and Sugars, Ltd., £18,673. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 40 houses for the 
UDC. Surveyor, J. H. Shepherd: *C. J. Boyd, Ltd., 
Emmerson-st., Middlesbrough, £54,401. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 24 houses for the 
UDC Surveyor, J. H. Shepherd, Council Offices, 
Haverton Hill-on-Tees: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers- 
st., West Hartlepool, £33,515. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 51 houses for the 
UDC. Surveyor, J. H. Shepherd: *Moore & Cart- 
wright, Ltd., High-st., Norton, Stockton-on-Tees, 
£69,350. 

Birkenhead.—Fxtension to Messrs. Perrin, Hughes 
& Co., Ltd.'s premises at 254-256. Conwav-st.. 
Birkenhead: tHopley (Little Sutton), Ltd. A Neville 
Holt (F), 20, Exchange-street East, Liverpool, 2. 

Birmingham.—Dwellings for TC:— 

90 at Slade-rd.: *Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., 71, 
Hobmoor-rd., Birmingham; 96 at Bristol-rd. South; 
*C. Bryant & Sons, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd.. Bir- 
mingham; 8 at Heath Farm Estate: *George Stub- 
bings, Ltd., Streetly-rd.; 19 at Kinghurst Hall Estate: 
*H. Dare & Sons, Ltd., 962, Alum Rock-rd.; 6 at 
Flint Green-rd., Acocks Green: *W. J. Whittall & 
Sons, Ltd., 132, Lancaster-st.; 138 at Firs Estate, 
Castle Bromwich: *George Stubbins, Ltd.; 59 at 
Holifast Grange Estate, Erdington: ‘*Morris & 
Jacombs, Ltd.; 21 at Humberstone-rd., Erdington: 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd.; 136 at Firs Estate, Castle 
Bromwich: *George Stubbings, Ltd.; 38 at Holifast 
Grange Estate: *Morris & Jacombs, Ltd.; 30 tem- 
porary shops on various site: *Harrison Smith Build- 
ings, Ltd., 471, Lichfield-rd., Birmingham; 8 dwell- 
ings at Brunswick-rd., Balsall Heath: *J. T. Harris, 
Ltd., 1, Oakwood-rd.; 68 flats and maisonettes at 
Gt. Lister-st. and Lupin-st.: *H. Edmunds & Sons, 
170, The Broadway; 8 at West Heath Estate and 
145 at Welsh House Farm Estate: *C. Bryant & 
Son. Ltd.; 22 at Yychall Farm Estate: *Alfred 
Langley, Ltd., Manor Farm-rd.; 80 at Firs Estate: 
*Alfred Langley, Ltd.; 99 at Egghill-la. Estate, North- 
field: *Alfred Langley, Ltd.; reinstatement of war 
damage and extensions at the Council House for 
TC: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., Bir- 
mingham 10. 

Blackburn.—Erection of 48 flats for TC: *Gregory 
Housing, Ltd., Worthing, £58,107. 


Blaydon (Co. Durham).—Erection of 21 old 
People’s houses at Chopwell for the UDC: *Direct 
labour. 

‘ Brighouse.—68 houses at Field-la. Estate for BC: 

N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Leeds, £85.868. 


British Railways.—The Eastern Region announce 


that the undermentioned contracts have been 
Placed :-— 
British Insulated Callenders Cables, Ltd., 21, 


Bloomsbury-st., WCI: supply, delivery and erection 
of pilot cables and pilot route for Shenfield-Chelms- 
ford-Southend (Victoria) electrification. | Charles 
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Brand & Son, Ltd., 25-27, Charles Il-st., SW1: con- 
struction of three concrete-lined double-line railway 
tunnels, earthworks, track laying and _ ballasting, 
alterations to Hadley Wood station and other works 
in connection with the widening of the east coast 
main line between Greenwood and Potters Bar. 
Ws C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex: 
reconstruction, widening and lengthening of Ruck- 
holt-rd. Overbridge at Temple Mills Marshalling 
Yard. Charles R. Price, Barnsley-rd., Doncaster: 
completion of lightweight diesel train shed, including 
construction of foundations, inspection pits, drain- 
age, cladding, etc., at Norwich Motive Power Depot. 
James Kilpatrick & Son, Ltd., Kelvin House, 24, 
Cleveland-st., Wl: supply, delivery and erection of 
electric lighting installations for Sheffield Victoria 
Station. Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, 
Richmond, Surrey: resurfacing of roadways in the 
King’s Cross, Stratford, Sheffield and Doncaster dis- 
tricts. Thomas Roberts (Westminster), Ltd., Morris 
House, 1-5, Jermyn-st., SW resurfacing of road- 
ways in the Peterborough, Cambridge and Ipswich 
districts. 

Burnley.—Erection of central transport garage and 
offices at ‘* Oakleigh,’ Reedley, for RDC: *Haworth 
Bros. (Colne), Ltd., Bank-chambers, Colne. 

Castle Ward (Northumberland).—Erection of new 
St. Aidan’s Church at Brunton Park. Architect, T, 
Herron, 4, Layfield-rd., Brunton Park: *John T. 
Bell & Sons, Northumberland-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£14,000. 

Chester.—22 houses and 6 flats at Upton for RDC: 
*A. Halliwell & Son (Chester), Ltd., The Mount, 
Long-la., Upton-by-Chester, £32,666. 

Chingford.—Nine flats and 8 houses, 
Mount-rd., for ; A. Booth and _ Ledeboer, 
FF.RIBA. Quantities by Wakeman, Trower & Ptnrs.: 


Chingford 


*Hale Construction Co., Ltd., The Hall, N17, 
£36,779. 
Deal.—42 houses, St. Martins-rd. site, for BC: 


*D. C. Heard & Co., Ltd., Ramsgate, Kent, £57,399. 

Dewsbury.—Extensions at the Dewsbury Technical 
College, Halifax-rd., for BC: *J. Wimpenny & Co., 
Ltd.. Linthwaite, nr. Hudderstield. 

Dover BC.—24 houses, etc., Aycliffe estate, for 
BC. Boro’ E, David R. Bevan, AMICE, MIMunE, 
AMTPI. Quantities by J. F. Brown, FFS(Quant): 
*Groombridge & Binfield, Albert-rd., Dover, £35,360. 

Dundee.—New warehouse for the Dundee Jute 
Industries, Ltd., at their North Douglasfield Works. 
Consulting E, Alexander Gibbs & Ptnrs., MInstCE, 
43, Northumberland-ave., Westend. Edinburgh: 
*Crowley Russell & Co., Ltd., 16, Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow. 

Edinburgh.—New warehouse for North British Dis- 
tillery Co., Ltd., at the junction of Gorgie and 
Wheatfield-rds., Gorgie (est. cost £200.000). | Archi- 
tects and Consulting E, Blyth & Blyth, MInstCE, 
etc., 135, George-st., Westend, Edinburgh. Building, 
brick, reinforced concrete, concrete, etc.: *Mowlea 
(Scotland), Ltd., Frederick-st., Westend, Edinburgh. 


Gateshead.—Factory additions for Smith’s Delivery 
Vehicles, Ltd., Team Valley Estate. Architects, 
Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gatehead: *D. 
& J. Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Greenock.—Scheme of houses at the Farm Steading 
site, Auchneath. Council A, Robert L. Rankine, 
AMICE, AMTPI, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., 
Greenock: *Greenock Corporation Direct Labour 
Department, Main-st., Carsdyke, Greenock. 

Greenock.—The Knowe and Knocknair housing 
schemes, consisting of 68 houses. Council A, Robert 
L. Rankine, Master of Works Offices, Hamilton-st., 
Greenock: *Blackburns (Dumbarton), Ltd., Leven- 
bank, Jameston, Alexandria, Vale of Leven. 

Haydock.—Erection of new factory for Thos. 
Crompton & Sons, Ltd., Ashton-in-Makerfield: *G. 
& J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton. 
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Kensington.—Church of Our Lady of Victories, 
Kensington High-st. Construction of foundations at 
this church:— 

William Lacey, Ltd., Staines-rd., Hounslow, 

Middlesex + ; es : . £14,419 
C3. pee & Co., Ltd., High Holborn, 

iCl oy 


ie Hf sas be 13,084 

George Barker, Ltd., Whitchapel, El 12,610 

Willment Bros., Ltd., Isleworth ; a. See 
*Baileys Builders & Contractors, Ltd., New 

Malden *e a3 mi i 11,536 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 


over £1,000 in value:— 

Kent: Renewal of roof coverings, Maurice Hill, 
Ltd., Blendworth House, Horndean, Hants. Dorset: 
Construction of roads, R. Long & Sons, 1, Grove-rd., 
Easton, Portland. 

(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended June 25:— 

Building work: William Bowers & Co. (Hereford), 
Ltd., Bath-st., Hereford; William Sindall, Ltd., 
Gloucester-st., Cambridge; L. J. E. Bye, Buckenham- 
rd., Attleborough, Norfolk; James Miller & Ptnrs., 
Ltd., 2, Woodside-ter., Glasgow, C3. Resurfacing of 
runways: Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt Co., Ltd., 47, 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne; George Wimpey 
Co., Ltd., Dept. 4, Bridgeway House, Hammersmith 
Bridge-rd., W6. Painting work: J. V. Dowling, 27. 
St. Anns-rd., Rotherham, Yorks; Singleton Decorators 


Ltd., 21, Silver-st., Doncaster, Yorks; F. Labbett 
& Sons, Ltd., 88, Willoughby-st., Nottingham; 
Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., York House, 141, 


Uxbridge-rd., W12; A. R. Brinsden, 20, Ladysmith- 
rd., St. Albans, Herts; C. A. Hayes & Sons (Paint- 
ing), Ltd., Stork House, Hotwells, Bristol 8; Hay- 
mills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger Green, Western- 
ave., WS; B. Abbott (Contractors), Ltd., Sher- 
bourne House, 23/25, Northolt-rd., Harrow, Middx.; 
Neil Nicholson & Co., 12, Whytehouse-ave., Kirk- 
caldy; P. J. Hartel (Southern), Ltd., 16, College- 
pl., Southampton; J. W. Fisher, Jun., 259, Cleping- 


ton-rd., Dundee; James Garvey & Co., 111/113, 
Divis-st., Belfast NI; Decorative Painting Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., 179/183, Staines-rd., Hounslow, Middx; 


P. J. Hartel (Southern), Ltd., 16, College-pl., South- 
ampton. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended July 2:— 

Building work: C. P. Unwin & Sons, Ltd., 33, St. 
Peter-st., Tiverton, Devon; Bury Building Co., 
Ltd., Cannonbridge House, Bury-st., Ruislip, Middle- 
sex; G. W. Gooch & Sons, Kimberley-st., Norwich. 
Strengthening runways, etc.: George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Hammersmith-grove, W6. Civil engineering: 
H. H. & F. Roll, Ltd., 7, Ashley-rd., Epsom. Paint- 
ing work: J. & B. Abbott (Contractors), Ltd., 23/5, 
Northolt-rd., South Harrow, Middlesex.  Artificers’ 
work: Ellis Thompson & Co., Ltd., James-st., Lough, 
Lincs. Electrical installation: Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd., 
Capel House, New Broad-st., EC2; Norwest Electricai, 
Ltd., Edgwarebury-la., Edgware, Mdddlesex. 


London (City).—Office blocks for the City of 
London Real Property Co., Ltd., 16, Mark-la., EC3, 
on three sites, (a) 28-35, Minories; (b) Saracen’s 
Head-vard; and (c) Rood-la. Howard, Souster & 
Fairbairn, 81, Piccadilly, W, architects: (a) ‘*Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd.; (b) *Richard Costain, 
Ltd.; (c) *Harry Neal, Ltd. 

(London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended June 25:— 

Essex: Electrical installation, T. Clarke & Ceo.. 
Ltd., London. Hampshire: Painting and decorating. 
Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd.. Aldershot. Lancashire: 
Miscellaneous, M. Blakemore, Ltd., Grange-over- 
Sands. London: Water mains, Bunting Construction 
Co., Ltd., London. Middlesex: Flooring. J. S. 
Alderton & Co., Ltd., London. Stirlingshire: 
Miscellaneous, Robert Beatson & Son, Alloa. Wig- 
townshire: Reconstruction of jetty. H. M. Murray 
& Co., Glasgow. Yorkshire: Building work, Walter 
G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Harrogate. 


Manchester.—Construction of new ice cream depot 
at Shentonfield-rd. for T. Wall & Sons, Ltd.: *Peter 
Hodkinson, Ltd., Devonshire-st., Ardwick, Man- 
chester. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Shops, offices and motor 
showrooms in New Bridge-st. and Pilgrim-st. Archi- 
tect, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle: *R. W. 
po Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd.. Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 


Northumberland.—Erection of caretaker’s houses at 
Newburn Secondary School and Newburn West 
Denton School for the EC: *Crawford & Huddart, 
Ltd., Wideopen, Northumberland. 


Nuneaton.—68 flats and maisonettes for BC. 
G. Ashton, AMICE, AMTPI: *William D. Randall 
(Hartshill), Ltd., Hartshill, Nuneaton: £96,285. 


Prescot.—2 shops and 4 maisonettes at Bryer 
Estate for UDC: *Morley & Sons, Hall-la., Huyton 
Quarry, nr. Liverpool. 


Ramsbottom.—Erection of new works at Hazel- 
hurst Engraving Works for J. Spencer, Ltd.: *Wm. 
Townson & Sons, Ltd., Bolton. 


Shrewsbury.—74 houses and 6 bungalows at 
Judith Butts-gdns. and 54 houses and 2 bungalows 
at Crowmoor Estate for TC: *M. A. Boswell (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., School-st., Wolverhampton, £190,578; 
24 flats at Meadow Estate: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., 
£31,835. 


Skegness.—16 houses, Sundial for UDC. 

. T. Edwards, MIMunE. Quantities by D. T. 
Edwards: *Skegness UDC Direct Labour Dept., Town 
Hall, Skegness, £24,773. 
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South Shields.—Erection of a block of shops in 
King-st. 
Architects, L. H. Fewster & Ptnrs., 


for Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., London. 
Conduit-st., Wi: 
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Bedford Berkhamsted 
Cambridge Colchester & Clacton 
East Herts Gt. Yarmouth 
Ipswich Kettering 
Luton Norwich 
Peterborough Rayleigh 
Rushden Sheringham 
Spalding Southend-on-Sea 
Wellingborough 
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3.3.0 
ee a a ee ee ae ae ae ae ee 4 


‘ THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 
26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 | 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 

Please send particulars of the advantages of 
membership to: | 
I 
I 





THE BUILDER 


Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


South Shields.—Erection of 95 two-bedroomed 
houses at Simonside for the TC. Ney E, John 
= Town Hall: *William Leech, Ltd., , Clayton- 

, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £122,579. 


permis —23 houses at Lark Hill Site for UDC: 
*T. Dickinson & Sons, 280, Ormskirk-rd., 
Upholland, £28,202. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—68 ‘houses and 48 flats on the 
Newtown housing site for the TC. Borough A, T. C. 
Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton: *Tarslag, Ltd., 
Bowesfield- la., Stockton-on-Tees, £148,338. 


Sunderland.—Erection of chapel at the Corby Hall 
Retreat House, Ashbrooke-rd., Sunderland: *J. 
Cummings, Matamba-ter., Sunderland, £10,000 
(work commenced). 


Tynemouth.—Erection of eight houses in flats (16 
— on three sites for the TC. Borough E, 
M. O’Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields: *J. P. Neylon, Bedale- -ave., North Shields. 


Westhoughton. Pg ge of new factory for 
Metal Box Co., .: *Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., 
Higher Swan- la., only 


Whitchurch (Salop).—40 houses at Smallbrook and 
4 flats at Claypit-st. for UDC: *Thos. Warrington 
& Sons, Ltd., 84, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port. 


Wilmslow (Cheshire).—Rehabilitation works at 
RAF Station for Air Ministry: *Wm. Townson & 
Sons, Ltd., Bolton. 


FACTORY EQUIPMENT 


The fourth Factory Equipment Exhibi- 
tion will be held at Earls Court, London, 
from April 9-l4, 1956. Details regarding 
space, etc., can be obtained from The 
Organiser, Factory Equipment Exhibition, 
4 Snow Hill, Holborn Viaduct, EC1. 


FATIGUE OF METALS 


The Council of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers are arranging an in- 
ternational conference on “Fatigue of 
Metals” to be held from September 10 to 
14, 1956, inclusive. It is hoped to obtain 
up to sixty papers covering the whole field; 
the presentation of which will be preceded 
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STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 














July 8 1955 


by an address by Dr. H. J. Gough, CB, 
MBE, FRS, a past-president of the Institu- 
tion. Details from the Institution at 1 Bird- 
cage Walk, Westminster, SW1. 


“PATENTS ABSTRACTS JOURNAL” 


In order to make available to industry 
details of new technical research and develop- 
ment the Technical Information Co. » Newton 
House, Mount-street, Liverpool 1, is pub- 
lishing the “Patents Abstracts Journal.” 
This journal contains an abstract of each 
new British patent within nine days of the 
patent being open to public inspection, to- 
gether with appropriate indexes, and thus 
provides readily-located advance technical 
information relating to any desired field. 
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